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ARGARET FOTHERGILL, late - wife 
of John Fothergill, in Wenſledale, Yorkſhire, 
was educated amongſt the people called Quakers; 
and while the, was; young, did not only delight to go 
to friends meetings, but came under a concern of 
heart, That ſhe might become acquainted with the 
© Lord for herſelf, and be made a partakgr- of his 
< quickening power and virtue in her own ſoul;? 
which concern the Lord was pleaſed to regard, and 
graciouſly viſited her by his power and love, and 
thereby helped her to draw near him, and worſhip 
him knowingly, while ſhe was but very . 
And as ſhe grew up, ſhe continued to delight in 
waiting upon God, and feeling after his 
through the pure influence whereof ſhe came to be 
clothed with a meek and quiet ſpirit, and alſo helped 
to ſhew it forth in a grave, modeſt, and exe [ 
behaviour. Some time before ſhe married (being like= 
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ly to leave her own country) ſhe came under ſome 
exerciſe to exhort friends in ſeveral of their meet- 
ings, * To a cloſe walking with, and a true depend- 
ing upon God; and to beware of an unconcerned 
mind when they appeared before him in meetings; 
"ahh exerciſe ſhe made mention of on her dying 
bed. 

After ſhe was married, ſhe continued a lover of 
meetings, and a humble waiter for the reſurrection 
of the life of truth, knowing therein 1s all ability, 
for the performance of worſhip acceptable to the 
Lord. And as ſhe was attended with fear and care, 
leſt any thing ſhould divert her mind from the fer- 
vent ſearch after the truth itſelf, which is abſolutely 
neceſlary, ſo ſhe often expreſſed her ſorrow of heart 
on account of a dulneſs and indifferency, ſhe appre- 
hended to be growing upon ſome people's minds, 
who had vrofeſled the truth long. 

On the third day after her delivery of her eighth 
child, ſhe diſcovered her apprehenſions of being taken 
away, in theſe words: © I wonder that I cannot be 
c troubled that I am like to leave my little ones, and 
my dear huſband ;* which expreſſions nearly affect- 
ing her huſband, ſhe added, © "They will be cared 
for; and thou will be helped; and there is a place 
© prepared for me.“ After this, ſhe continued in a 
ſteady expectation of being taken away, and ſpoke of 
things relating thereto, with ſuch cheerfulneſs and 
reſignation, as was much admired: and ſpake to 
divers perſons in particular, adviſing, To prize 
© their time, and make a right uſe of the viſitation of 
Gad to them.“ She alſo expreſſed a concern, © That 
young people might not content themſelves with 
© barely going to meetings ;* and ſaid in a weighty 
manner, It will not do; it will not do; that ſhe 
could not be content without his preſence; and 
'£ humbly acknowledged his mercy and goodneſs to 
her, from her youth upward:* alſo ſaid, © That 69 

| ha 
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© had often thought herſelf poor and bare, but ſhe 


© followed on after him, and could not reſt:“ and 
humbly acknowledged, He had often appeared to 
© her as a morning without clouds :* her heart then 
© being filled with the love of God, with unſpeak- 
© able joy in the holy Spirit, ſhe ſung praiſes and hal- 
lelujahs to the Lord God, and the Lamb her Saviour, 
for his lovingkindneſs and goodneſs to her, in many 
reſpects, till that very time. 

Another time one came to ſee her, of whom 
ſhe quickly took notice, and charged her to © Be 
© careful . going to meetings among the Lord's 
«© people; and that ſhe did not go in a careleſs, or 
© unconcerned mind, but to ſit down at his footſtool, 
© and wait to hear his gracious words :* She ſpake 


further, of the ſorrow which had ſeized upon her 


© ſpirit, becauſe of an unconcerned mind, with re- 
© ſpect to waiting for the knowledge of the truth, 


© which ſhe had ſeen coming in among friends ;* 


and faid, © ſhe well remembered, ſhe had to adviſe 
© friends againſt it the laſt time ſhe. had any thing 
© toſay in meetings before ſhe left her own country:“ 
and added, It is abſolute mockery, to go to ſit 
© down before the Lord in meetings, in a careleſs 
mind: after ſome little ſtillneſs, in the ſtrength of 
© the word of life, ſhe ſaid, © There is a terrible day 
© of judgment coming upon the backſliders in Sion.“ 
Though her weakneſs of body prevailed much upon 
her, yet her ſtrength was renewed in the power of 
truth, wherein ſhe brake forth in ſupplication, in a 
very humble and fervent manner, for the church in 
general; and alſo mentioned her little ones. And 
farther ſaid, © Let me be bowed down before the 
© Lord, that the fruit of my body may be enriched. 
© with the ſame favour, love, and goodneſs;* and went 
on in praiſing and glorifying God, in the abound- 
ings of his love, and merciful goodneſs, to the ten- 


dering the hearts of moſt about her. After ſome 
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time, ſhe being intreated to endeavour after reſt, ſhe 
anſwered, © I had an eaſy day, yeſterday, but this will 
© be a hard day; for I think I ſhall reſt little more, 
© till I reſt for altogether.“ She continued in humble 
acknowledgments to the Lord for his goodneſs and 
mercy, and in praiſes to him, who ſhe often ſaid, 
was worthy, worthy of it, for evermore,” ſo long as 
her words were intelligible. 

Though ſhe had a hard ſtruggle with death, yet 
the ſting of it being taken away, ſhe ſeemed not 
to regard it, her ſpirit being borne over it, by 
the ſenſe of joy and laſting pleaſure ſhe was near 
to launch into the full fruition of; and that even- 
ing ſhe departed, being the fifth day of her lying 
in child-bed, and the 16th day of the ſecond month, 
1719, in the 42d year of her age; her remains were 
interred on the 18th, in friends burying-place, ac- 
companied with a great concourſe of people, among 


whom the teſtimony of truth was borne, in the 


power and goodneſs of the Lord Almighty, to the 
comfort and ſtrengthening of many. 


Si ore), CATER, formerly of Littleport in the 


ifle of Ely, was convinced of the principles of truth, 
as held by the people called Quakers, about the year 
1655, by the miniſtry of James Parnel, who (though 
but a youth about eighteen years of age) was raiſed up 
powerfully to preach the goſpel, and became inſtru- 
mental in the ſettling and eſtabliſhing many therein, 
both by teſtimony and writing, and . finiſhed his 
courſe in Colcheſter caſtle before he reached his 
20th year, for his teſtimony to the truth; for a fur- 
ther account of whom, ſee vol. I. page the 1. of 
Piety Promoted, and a collection of his own writ- 
ings. 
Soon 
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Soon after his convincement, the ſaid Samuel 
Cater was excommunicated by the Baptiſts, among 
whom he had walked; and by the records of friends 
ſufferings it appears he was divers times impriſoned 
for his teſtimony to the truth: with reſpect to his 
Chriſtian progreſs through a long courſe of years 
from his convincement to his laſt illneſs, no particu- 
lar account appears, but what is noted above. 

About the latter end of the ſeventh month, 1711, 
he was taken ill; in the courſe of which illneſs he 
expreſſed himſelf to ſome friends and neighbours who 
came to viſit him, to this effect: That God would 
© have them to be ſaved,” and deſired them © to mind 
© the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, or the 
© light of Jeſus Chriſt in their conſciences that re- 
© proveth for evil,” which he often repeated, with 
many more ſuch like expreſſions, to all that came to 
ſee him in his laſt illneſs; defiring them that were 
not of our ſociety, Not to take it ill that he ſpoke to 
© them, for it was in true love to their ſouls, and that 
© they might not put off time till ſtrength failed, for 

© they would find enough to do to wreſtle with the 
© pains of the body; therefore,” ſays he, © prize your 
© time.” At another time, when in great pain, he 
defired, That he might quietly hope, and patiently 
wait, for the ſalvation of God; for neither grace 
© nor glory, nor any good thing would the Lord 
© withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Often 
praiſing God, That he felt the preſence of his dear 
© ſon Jolus Chriſt, who died on the croſs for all 
e to fli his foul.” Again deſiring, That he and 
© his houſe might ſerve the Lord, Tar others do as 


© they would; and remarked, © That Caleb ſaid, 
© He was fourſcore and five years of age, and he was 
© as ſtrong for war as he was forty. years before. 
© I am, ' fays he, going of fourſcore and ſix, and 1 
* am as ftrong for the ſpiritual war as I was forty 
© years ago. 's 
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To his daughter Elizabeth Hawkes, he would ſay 
with great zeal on firſt and fourth days, being meet- 
© ing days; © Come, dear child, let us wait on the 
Lord, that though we be abſent in body, we may not 
© be in ſpirit.” Often ſpeaking very comfortably to 
his wife and daughter, ſaying, He felt little pain, 
© but a difficulty of breathing; and that he was well 
© ſatished with the will of the Lord. If he lived, 
© he hoped to live to the Lord ; and if it was his 
© lot to die, he felt true ſatisfaction therein, and it 
© would be gain to him to be in his Father's king- 
© dom, to behold the glory of his redeemer Jeſus 
< Chriſt.” 

A friend taking leave of him, he ſaid, © Dear 
child, the Lord be with thee and many more. 
Mind, it is an excellent bleſſing to feel and witneſs 
the Ancient of Lays to be with his people, without 
whoſe preſence we are poor nothing creatures, and 
not of ourſelves able to do any thing to the ho- 
© nour of our God.* Not long before his depar- 
ture, his eyes being ſhut, he felt for his daughter's 
hand, and ſaid, Dear child, I find the man's words 
«© fulfilled. She aſking what man; he anſwered, 

© The firſt Quaker that I faw: I was at work upon 
© a houſe in the town; he looked upon me, and bade 
© me repent, for the kingdom of heaven was at hand: 
© and now I can fay it is at hand ; magnified be thy 
© holy name, O Lord? ſeveral times exprefling, 
He felt the kingdom nigh his ſoul.” The day 
before he died, he faid, Now, O Lord! doth my 
c eyes ſee thy ſalvation, now let thy ſervant depart 
© in peace.* Being much ſpent for breath, he ſaid, 
Lord, thou that gaveſt me breath, canſt take it 
© away; if it be thy will, do ſo: not my will but thine 
© be done, O Lord my God” 

He departed this life the 19th of the eighth month, 

1711, aged near 86 years, 
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ILBERT THOMPSON, of Sankey ws Ts 


caſhire, was born at Sedbergh in Yorkſhire, 
about the year 1658. He was in his time a man of 

reat uſe and ſervice in the church, and in his ſtation 
of a ſchoolmaſter, was eminently qualified for the 
inſtruction of youth, being endued with wiſdom and 
{kill to govern them by mild and gentle means, la- 
bouring to find out their ſeveral diſpoſitions, that 
his application might be ſuitable thereto; and bein 
an example of humility and good converſation, his 
labours for their inſtruction was manifeſt in their 
improvement in learning, underſtanding, and con- 
duct: and while under his care, many of them were 
ſo reached by truth, and made like tender plants 
repleniſhed with heavenly dew, as gave encourage- 
ment to hope they might prove uſeful in due ſeaſon, 
which has been verified ſince in divers. 5 

But as it is common when truth prevails, the ene- 
mies thereof {tir up war; ſo by ſome envious perſons 
this our friend was proſecuted for keeping a ſchool, 
and carried priſoner to Lancaſter caſtle, which he 
bore with Chriſtian patience, till diſcharged by due 
courſe of law. 7 

About the 41ſt year of his age, he was called 
to the miniſtry, in which his labour was edifying, 
being pure, and unmixed with enticing words of 
man's wiſdom. He, travelled through moſt parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland, where his ſervice was 
well accepted, his whole converſation cheerful, yet 
innocent, was agreeable to the goſpel. As if ſen- 
fible of his approaching concluſion, he viſited his 
friends in his native country, and at London, and 
ſignified his great ſatisfaction therein, ſaying, © the 


time drew near for his being diveſted of his earthly 
© tabernacle ;* which proved ſo, for about two weeks 


after his return home, he was ſeized with an in- 
termitting fever, and in about two weeks 1 
| led. 
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died, bearing his ſickneſs with patience, ſaying, He 
© had done his day's work.” 

He died the 22d of the fourth month, 1719, at his. 
houſe at Sankey, and was buried the 25th of the ſame 
at Penketh, aged 61 years. | 


OBIAS EDWARDS, of Fordmill, near 

Warwick, was born in the eighth month, 
1642, and convinced of the truth, as profeſſed by the 
people called Quakers, about the-year 1666, (in a 
meeting of friends that was held in Warwick gaol, 
many friends being then priſoners there for their teſ- 
timony to the truth). About the year 1674, he 
received a gift in the miniſtry, in which he was a 
diligent and faithful labourer. The manner of his 
miniſtry was plain, but very powerful and affecting, 


not in the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in 


the demonſtration of the ſpirit ; the tendency of it, 
many times, was to encourage and preſs friends to a 
diligent waiting upon the Lord, that none might 


content themſelves only with a belief, profeſſion, and. 


outward ſhew of the way of truth, but that all might 
come to know and experience the work of the ſpirit 
of truth upon their own hearts, that they might de- 


pend upon it for relief and comfort in all times of 


trials, afflictions and temptations which attend the 
faithful. He grew very laborious in his ſervice in his 
latter time, being concerned in love to viſit the 
meetings of friends in ſeveral adjacent counties, in 
which his ſervice was acceptable. 

He had alſo a gift in prayer, very powerful, in 
which he was frequently exerciſed, both in our pub- 
lick afſemblies and at his viſits to friends in their 
families. He made frequent viſits to the afflicted, 
and to the poor, as well to perſons of other per- 

| | ſuaſions, 
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ſuaſions, as friends; and at ſuch his viſits, was often 
concerned in exhortation, which was weighty and 
ſeaſonable; and alſo bowed to ſupplicate the Lord on 
their behalf, which plainly declared, he ſought the 
good of all ſouls; and thoſe his viſits, were very 
ſerviceable and acceptable to perſons of divers per- 
ſuaſions. 

The Lord not only gave Mn to believe, but alſo 
to ſuffer impriſonment for his teſtimony to the truth 
againſt that antichriſtian yoke of tithes, in patience 
and reſignation to the will of the Lord: he was com- 
mitted to priſon the 17th of the third month, 1718, 
and continued a priſoner until he died, but through 
the kindneſs of the gaoler, had liberty of going to 
meetings, and to viſit his relations and friends. 

The 6th' of the ſeventh month, 1719, in his teſti- 
mony in Warwick meeting, (being the laſt meeting 
he was at) he declared, © That calamities would come 


© upon the careleſs profeſſors” of theſe times ;* and 


deſired © the nrofefore of truth mignt lay it to Hearth 


for if they were found unfaithful to the gift of God 
© that is manifeſted in their hearts, the Lord would 
© be more ſevere with them in judgment than to 
© others that know not the truth.” At the cloſe of 
his teſtimony he ſaid, © That he felt this lay upon his 
© ſpirit with great weight, ſo was willing to come to 

© that meeting to clear himſelf, not knowing whether 
© he might have the like opportunity again. 

He was taken ill the 1 3th of the fame month, and 
one of his ſons being about to give him ſomething, 
he cheerfully ſaid, „It may be the hour is coming, 
© that I have Jong looked for and deſired.““ 

On the 18th, a friend who went to viſit him, at 
taking leave, ſaid, Farewell: he anſwered he did 
fare well; and ſpake much of the goodneſs of the. 
Lord unto him. Another friend ſaid, I do not bid 
* thee farewell, knowing and finding thou doſt fare 
well z. and that it will not be long before thou doſt 
2 enter 
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© enter into thy everlaſting farewell :* to which he 
anſwered to this effect, I deſire that I may not 
© think the Lord's time too long, but that I may be 
© endued with patience, to wait the Lord's time, 
© until I am brought into the full enjoyment of it.” 
After this he expreſſed himſelf to the ſame purpoſe as 
when laſt at a publick meeting, viz. © That the Lord 
© would try us all one way or another; ſome would 
de tried with deep temptations of the enemy of their 
© fouls; and that the Lord would try the profeſlors of 
© truth, and others alſo; and that thoſe who are not 
© faithful to the Lord, during the day of their viſita- 
© tion, he would be ſevere in wrath againſt them.” 
Then was concerned in ſupplication to the Lord, nat 
only for his church and people, but for all people, 
Kee 51 whatſoever perſuaſion or profeſſion of religion, 
that they might be brought near to the Lord. ; 
At another time, ſpeaking of the merciful dealings 
of God towards this nation, he ſaid, What refor- 
© mation hath it wrought in a general way; but little 
© as I can ſee; except in here and there a poor 
creature? but I believe the Lord will deal in his 
< ſeverity, and make them know that he is God.* 
During his illneſs he often expreſſed the Ttefreſh- 
ment he received in the viſits of friends: at one 
time, when a friend made him a viſit, and was con- 
cerned in ſupplication to the Lord, That he would 
© be pleaſed to be with him, and give him an anſwer 
© of peace in his boſom, for all his ſervices of love 
© amongſt his people; and if it were the Lord's 
© pleaſure to remove him, that he would pleaſe to 
© raiſe up more faithful labourers in his ſtead.* The 
preſence of the Lord was then with him, and he 
poured out his ſoul in prayer and praiſes to God, to 
the tendering of the hearts of all preſent; and then 
ſaid, Oh! how good the Lord is; how comfortable 
© hath he made this ſickneſs; how hath my ſoul 
© longed for this !' When ſeveral friends were come 


to 
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to viſit him, he ſaid, © I am but weak of body, but 
© pretty well content to bear it:“ and added further, 
© I have been willing to bear my exerciſe, and to 
© ſuffer affliction with the people of God; for they 
© that will not ſuffer, cannot be the people of God: 
© they that will not bear the croſs, will not be ac- 
© cepted of God.“ Being raiſed up in his bed, he 
faid, © Friends, I am glad to ſee you; I deſire you 
© may be watchful, and have true regard to the truth 
in yourſelves, that ſo you may be preſerved by it, 
and come to be acquainted with the goodneſs and 
love of God, which I feel is renewed to my ſoul : 
and alſo rightly to know yourſelves, that ſo you may 
not be beguiled by the enemy; for ſome, for want 
of having a right knowledge of themſelves, have 
ſoared aloft in their minds, and not coming down 
to the true witneſs in themſelves, have been miſ- 
taken, thinking it to be well with them, when they 
have been enſnared by the enemy: but, by the light 
of the Lord Jeſus, you may ſee your ſtates clearly. 
We had need to be very ret) to watch againſt 
the enemy, for he is ſubtile, and hath many wiles, 
lurking places, and crafty ways to beguile poor 
ſouls. I could be glad, if I was able, to ſpeak of 
them, and lay them all open, that you might be 
| * forewarned, and ſo eſcape his ſnares.” 
| | He alſo adviſed friends not to be over-careful about 
the things of this world, and thereby bring themſelves 
into forgetfulneſs of God, He deſired his words 
might not be forgot, for* (faid he) © I knew not 
© that I ſhould have been thus concerned 8 
vou, but am helped by the grace of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
Theſe things he ſpake with much ſweetneſs and 
weight, to the refreſhing and tendering the hearts of 
friends then preſent. | 
Three days before his death, ſeveral friends being 
in his room, he ſaid, © As you have been often ex- 


* horted, ſo now be ſtedfaſt in waiting on the Lord 
as 
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© as oft as you can, not only in mectings, but out of 
© meetings, in your families.“ 

Taking his leave of friends, he defired thoſe near 
him to viſit him as oft as they could; for they were 
a comfort to him. After this, he was heard to ſpeak 
but little, except to expreſs the love and goodneſs of 
God unto his ſoul, and to return thanks and praiſes 

-unto God for the ſame. 

He died the 23d of the ſeventh month, 1719, and 
was buried on the 27th 1 in friend's burying- ground in 
Warwick. 


* 


Aged 77 
A miniſter 45 


years. 


eminent ſervant of the church, and living miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, JOHN HAYDOCK; are yet 
within the memory of many now living, who cannot 
forget that faithful labour of love in the work of the 
goſpel in which he was very diligent, he travelling 
| much in divers parts of the world, with whoſe ſervice 
in 'the, miniſtry the church was often edified and 
comforted for about fifty years; ſo that it may be 
truly ſaid of him, he was an inſtrument in the Lord's 
hand, for watering his heritage, and was alſo inſtru- 
mental to help thoſe who were under convincement, 
and laboured under great exerciſe of mind, who were 
laid hold on, and reached to, by the viſitation of the 
love of God, and had the opportunity of ſitting under 
his lively teſtimonies, which were both teaching and 
1 baptizing; ſuch indeed were thereby often greatly 
encouraged, refreſhed, and comforted, and ſtirred up 
in their minds, fo as Kill to look forked and truſt in 
* who had ſo graciouſly viſited wem, being 2 
nelles 


3 Believe the faithful labours and ſervices of that 
| 
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neſſes that his miniſtry tended to the building up in 
the moſt holy faith in our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, which gives victory over fin: his great hu- 
mility, pious and godly walking, likewiſe adorned 
the doctrine of the goſpel of Chriſt, ſo that by his 
example he recommended that which he was called to 
preach in the power and demonſtration of the ſpirit, 
and did ſhew forth the good effects of true religion, 
which he laboured for many years to promote amongſt 
mankind : but _—_—_ nothing in the foregoing vo- 
lumes of the Dying Sayings of Friends concerning 
him, nor any thing made publick of his labours and 
travels in the work of the goſpel, and concluding that 
there are yet remaining ſome who are as ſeals of his 
miniſtry; for the reviving of the memory of the juſt, 
as he deſerves to be accounted, I have inſerted the 
teſtimony of Hartſhaw monthly-meeting concerning 
him, in which place he was many years a ſerviceable 
member. 
J. B. 


A ſhort Teſtimony concerning our dear and ancient 
Friend JoHN HAYDOCK. 


WE could not ſtand acquitted before God nor 
men to have buried the corpſe of this our worthy 
friend, with a few ſhort ſighs, and fo let his name go 
with him to the grave. We have raiſed no monu- 
ment over his ſepulchre, but there is one due to his 
worth: his life was of ſweet ſavour, ſeaſoned with 
the ſalt of the covenant, and ought not to go under 


foot: he was born of reputable parents in the pariſh 


of Standiſh in Lancaſhire, in the twelfth month, 
1640, by whom he was ſtrictly educated in their 
religion, whoſe principles he held till about the year 
1667, when it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with his 
glorious Dayſpring from on high, whereby his under- 


39 Vol. III. B ſtanding | 
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ſtanding became enlarged, and his heart opened, to 
believe and receive the truth as it is in Jeſus: and for 
his teſtimony unto it, he was in a few months after 
committed priſoner to Lancaſter gaol, where he pa- 
tiently ſuffered impriſonment about four months betore 
he was releaſed. A year after his commitment he was 
called into the miniſtry of the goſpel, in which ſer- 
vice, being endowed with the ſpirit of wiſdom, and 
power, he was eminently laborious and uſeful : he 
travelled much on truth's account, not only in Eng- 
land and Scotland, but ſeveral times viſited the nation 
of Ireland : he alſo went over to America, and viſited 
moſt of the provinces and iſlands there : from all 
which places we have had good accounts of his ſervice, 
and there were many convinced who became ſeals of 
his miniſtry : his doctrine was ſweet and heavenly, 
reliſhing of the fountain whence it came; often deep 
in the myſtery, not to be comprehended by the world, 
but ſeemed rather matter for the children of light, 
from whom the vail of the covering is taken away. 
He was, from its beginning, a member of this our 
meeting of diſcipline, and through the bleſſing of 
God very helpful to us to eſtabliſh good order both 
by example and precept, for God had. given him a 
profound judgment: he was a man who ſuffered much 
perſecution for righteouſneſs” fake, both of tongues 
and hands, and went through bad reports as well as 
"00d, was rendered as a deceiver, and yet true; and 
cauſe he would not ſwear, he ſuffered the loſs of 
much of his worldly ſubſtance, and was often im- 
priſoned; all which he bore with invincible patience, 
till in death itſelf he became victor, and is gone to 
his prepared manſion, where the wicked ceaſe. from 
troubling, and his reſt is made perfect. He died in 
Lancaſter gaol, for his teſtimony to the truth, upon 
the 19th day of the tenth month, after a week's 
ſickneſs, and was carried thence to his own houſe in 
Coppul, and buried in friend's burying ground in 
. e ä i andre, 
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Langtree, the 22d of the ſame month, 1719, aged 
about 79 years, and a miniſter about 50 years. 


HOMAS RUDD, of Wharfe near Settle in 
Yorkſhire, was convinced of the truth in the 
early part of his days, and ſoon after raiſed up to bear 
a teſtimony for the ſame, agreeable to the account 
iven of him by friends of the monthly-meeting of 
Settle, to which he belonged, who ſay concerning 
him, from a certain knowledge of his life and con- 
verſation amongſt them, as well as of his labours 
and ſervices, on the account of truth in divers re- 
ſpects, That he was raiſed up to be a ſerviceable 
« inftrument for the good of many. From a ſenſible 
experience in himſelf, of the dealings of God, he 
became a faithful and diligent labourer in the work of 
the miniſtry, and zealous for the honour of God, and 
good of people's ſouls ; and travelled in many places 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, as well as ſome 
other remote parts, in order to preach repentance, 
and warn people to fear the mighty God of heaven 
and earth, who is, and will be,“ (as he often uſed 
to ſay) © a juſt and terrible God to the warkers of 
© iniquity, of what kind ſoever, yet a faithful re- 
© warder of all thoſe that wait upon him in truth 
© and ſincerity ;* being often exerciſed in the ſtreets 


and market places of many towns and cities where he 


travelled, as well as other places of publick concourſe, 


wherein his labours had a good effect, being favoured 
upon certain occaſions with remarkable inſtances of 
that hand of power that attended him therein, ſome- 


times to the convincing of gainſayers. Yet for this 
his labour of love, he met with various exerciſes and 
afflictions, being many times impriſoned, as well as 
ſorely beaten and abuſed ; all which he patiently en- 
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dured, and did not turn his back in the day of battle, 
but on the contrary approved himſelf a faithful war- 
riour in the Chriſtian warfare. | 

It may be ſaid, he fervently laboured both at home 
and abroad until his natural ſtrength was very much 
fpent, by which he was prevented from attending 
meetings, (as in the time of health he uſed to do) 
wherein he was very exemplary in coming at the 
hour appointed; adviſing friends to conſtancy and 
diligence therein, and not to be careleſs or negligent 
in that great and incumbent duty. 

In the time of his bodily weakneſs he had his me- 
mory and underſtanding very clear and found, till 
near the time of his departure, and always ſhewed 
great gladneſs to ſee friends. It was his great delight 
to inquire after, and hear tell of the affairs of truth, 
and the proſperity thereof; and therein his deportment 
and behaviour was very comfortable, as well as edify- 
ing to divers who had ſuch opportunities with him; ſo 
that it was plainly manifeſted nis chief concern was for 
the proſperity of truth, and friends growth and in- 
creaſe therein; having alſo an exerciſe upon his 
mind, on hehalf of the youth among friends, that 
they might be preſerved from the many ſnares and 
entanglements of this life, he himſelf being carefully 
concerned to be an example of humility, patience, 
and ſelf-denial. | | 

Being viſited by a friend in the time of his weak- 
neſs, he expreſſed himſelf after this manner: © I have 
of late time had under my conſideration the various 
and unuſual exerciſes I have met with in the courſe 
of my life, and the many great afflictions I have 
undergone for truth's ſake, wherein I have now 
cauſe to rejoice, that I was made willing faithfully 
to diſcharge that concern which many times was 
laid upon me. I have the comfort of it now in 
my declining days, for I feel the reward of pn 

an 
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© and ſatisfaction, which is a ſufficient recompenſe 
for all my labour,” 255 

His bodily weakneſs increaſing upon him, he was 
ready to expect his end drew nigh, which brought a 
renewed concern upon his mind, like a wiſe virgin, 
© To examine how he was prepared to meet the 
© heavenly bridegroom.” 

Another time a friend going to viſit him, in great 
brokenneſs of heart he faid, © It is enough; it is 
© enough that I feel inward peace. Although I have 
6 jeopardied my life many times, in anſwering what I 
© believed the Lord required of me, it is all too 
© little. If any inquire after my concluſion, let them 
© know it is in peace with the Lord.* At ſeveral 
times afterwards he was heard to ſay, O what an 
© excellent thing it is to be at peace with the Lord, 
© and all men.“ 3 

There is no cauſe to think but he had the com- 
fortable aſſurance and evidence of peace and recon- 
ciliation with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, having 
been faithfully concerned in his day and time, accord- 
ing to the gift or meaſure of grace beſtowed on him; 
whereby he was made inſtrumental to turn many to 
righteouſneſs; and having ſerved the Lord and his 
people in his generation, he hath laid down his head 
in peace, and is entered into that reſt prepared for 
the righteous, according to Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed 
« are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
« forth: yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
« from their labours; and their works do follow 
« them. 

He died at his houſe at Wharfe. the 22d day of the 
twelfth month, 1719, and was buried on the 25th in 
friends burying-ground at Settle, about the 76th year 
of his age, 


|S, SARAH 
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ARAH CLARK, the wife of Robert Clark, of 
London, was convinced of the bleſſed truth in 
the one and twentieth year of her age, and about 
eighteen years after, her mouth was ſometimes opened 
in meetings, in teſtimony to that truth ſhe was con- 
vinced of. | 
| She aimed after a life of righteouſneſs, godlineſs, 
faith, &c. ; was often exerciſed with bodily diſtem- 
gt which ſhe bore patiently. In her laſt illneſs, 
eing viſited by ſeveral friends, one preſent was ſo 
affected with the ſenſe he had of the goodneſs of God 
to her ſoul, that he would not omit penning down 
the following ſayings that dropped from her mouth. 

© I have been,” ſaid ſhe, © more concerned for the 
© ſubſtance, than for the form; and that I might be 
© a preacher in life and converſation, more than in 
© words. 

My deſire was, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
to make me thoroughly clean, that nothing might 
© be wanting to render me acceptable in his fight. 
Ihen, after a little pauſe, ſhe ſaid, I witneſs my 
peace to be made with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and am willing to depart when he pleaſeth: death 
© hath no ſting; for through the grace of God I can 
© ſay with the apoſtle Paul, „O death, where is thy 
« ſting? O grave, where is thy victory?“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 55. 6 

One aſking her how ſhe was reconciled to part 
from her huſband and children; ſhe anſwered, I 
enjoyed them in the Lord, and when he is pleaſed 
to call me away, I hope I ſhall be willing to leave 
them to him; for his love is more to me than all 
the world.” | | 

And as one having full aſſurance of faith, ſhe ſaid, 
dut in a humble manner, I know that my Redeemer 


+ lives, and becauſe he liyes, I ſhall live alſo:*— 
. NS 


adding, 
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adding, as conſcious of her own weakneſs, © I have 
© no ability of my own, all my ability is of God.” 

She continued for ſome weeks under much infir- 
mity of body, but was preſerved in an heavenly frame 
of ſpirit, and on the 7th of the firſt month, 1720, 
ſhe departed this life: and after a very large and good 
meeting at the Peel, on the 12th following, her body 
was interred in friend's burial-ground, near Bunhill- 
fields, being aged about 50 years. 


LICE HAYES was born at Rickmanſworth 
in Hertfordſhire, in the year 1657, and educated 
in the profeſſion of the church of England. 

It pleaſed the Lord to make known his truth to 
her, about the year 1680, by that ſervant of the Lord 
Elizabeth Stamper. Being called forth into the work 
of the miniſtry, ſhe was concerned to viſit the churches 
in ſeveral parts of this nation, and divers have been 
convinced through her —_— She alfo travelled 
through Holland as far as Fredrickſtadt, and had e. 
cellent ſervice ; and many were reached and tendered 
by her miniſtry, it being in the demonſtration and 
power of the ſpirit. a 

She came to ſettle at Tottenham about the year 
1712; and friends had true unity with her, both with 
reſpect to her exemplary life and converſation, and 
alſo her gift in the miniſtry, in which ſhe was made 
very ſerviceable, for the encouragement of friends to 
faithfulneſs, in every branch of their teſtimon ß. 
Being at the yearly-meeting in London, in the year 
1720, ſhe was taken ill, but her love being ſtrong to 
her friends there, ſhe ſtaid ſome days, and then re- 
turned home to her houſe at Tottenham, where ſhe 
quietly departed. this life, like a lamb. During the 
time of her ſickneſs, ſhe gave much good advice wn 
C0 
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counſel to her family, as alſo to others who came to 
viſit her; and dropped many ſweet ſayings of her 
comfortable enjoyment of the Lord's preſence, ſome 
of which are as follows : 

James Dickenſon and Peter Fearon viſiting her in 
their return from London, had a comfortable time 
with her, and ſhe broke forth in admiration of the 
Lord's goodneſs that attended his ſervants, and at that 
time had enlarged their hearts together; and ſhe ſaid, 
© She truſted the Lord would be with them, and be with 
© her to the end, and help ſafely through; deſiring to 
© be remembered by them in their near approaches to 
< the Lord, when ſeparated : as alſo to give her love 
© to her dear friends in the north, not expecting to 
£ ſee them again;' but ſaid, © all would be well.” 
She was reſigned to the Lord's time, and deſired, 
The Lord would conduct them ſafe to their families, 
© and give them plentifully to enjoy of his peace, for 
© their labours in his work and ſervice. 

At another time friends coming in, ſhe ſaid, Oh! 
© love one another, and the Lord make you a livin 
© people unto himſelf, and preſerve you in perſeck 
« with all people. She deſired friends to give her 
up freely to her God, ſaying, I am willing to die, 
© and I hope it will not be long firſt: but, oh! I 


love and _ I am,* faid ſhe, © in perfect love 


'« would go exactly in the Lord's time : and all that 


I defire is, that the Lord's preſence may be con- 
© tinued to me, and then I fear not the pinching 


time. My God is my reſurrection and glory; here 


© is my ſtrength, my refuge, and I am thoroughly 


-« reſigned to his will: it will be but a little time, and 
* my ſoul ſhall ſing praiſe to the Lord on mount Sion, 


© with the redeemed of him, out of the reach of 
© trouble.” N 5 
Our ancient friend George Whitehead was ſeveral 


times to viſit her in the time of her weakneſs, _ 
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Had: comfortable ſeaſons with her, wherein ſhe ex- 
preſſed her great ſatisfaction, | 
Some friends being come to viſit her, ſhe broke 
forth in a tender frame of ſpirit, and ſaid, I wait 
© on my God, and he is a God of everlaſting loving- 
© kindneſs, and hath been good to my ſoul all my 
© life long.” And then faid, © Friends, do not put 
© off making your peace with him, till you come 
© upon a dying bed. Here is enough to do, to labour 
© under the afflictions of the body: I would not be 
© without the favour of God now, for all the world. 
© 'The Lord, the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob, my God, and your God, bleſs you, and be 
© a God to you in all your trials; he hath been fo to 
© me; a ſufficient helper in times of trouble.” 
Several young people being with her at another 
time, ſhe adviſed them © To ſerve God faithfully, 
and not put off the great work of their day to the 
© laſt, but timely to prepare for a dying hour; that, 
ſaid ſhe, © you may have oil in your lamps; and be 
© in readineſs whenever that time ſhall come.” 
And farther ſaid, © It hath been the joy of my heart 
to go to a meeting, and to meet with the Lord 
there; but much more joy it will be to my ſoul, to 
meet with him in heaven, and to have a place in 
his kingdom. Through mercy, I am under no 
terror of death, but am in true peace. Oh! 
bleſſed be my God for ever, his goodneſs is ex- 
ceeding large. I would praiſe him for his good- 
neſs, but that I am very weak, and deſire, if it be 
his will, not to ſee the light of another day, my 
affliction being great; but all in his own time.” 
She deſired © the Lord might bleſs her children, 
and that they might ſerve him faithfully in their 
© generation, as men of truth, fearing God.“. 
A few days before her death, ſome friends of 
Tottenham being come to ſee her, fat down to wait 


on the Lord God with her: her love was largely mani- 


felted, 
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, ſoul and ſpirit,” 
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feſted, and ſprang up as a freſh ſpring ; and after 4 


friend had been concerned in ſupplication to the Lord, 
ſhe broke forth, and faid, Oh! love; this is love 
© that may be felt; my God, thy goodneſs is won- 
© derful large] my foul praiſes thee, for the over- 
© flowings of thy love at this time; an opportunity 
unexpected: with many more ſweet, heaven] 
expreſſions; ſhe acknowledged the kindneſs of her 
friends in that viſit; taking leave in brokenneſs of 
ſpirit, ſhe defired the Lord to be with them, and 
{ſtrengthen them ; to be valiant for his truth, and to 
keep their meetings in his name and power; ſaying, 
© Oh! what comfortable times we have had often in 
© our week- day meetings; how have our cups over- 
© flowed with the love of our heavenly Father ;* with 
more affecting expreſſions concerning the unity of 
the ſpirit of - Chriſt, every member keeping in its 
proper place, and concerned for the honour of truth, 
in maintaining good order in the church. | 
She deſired them about her, when they ſhould ſee 


her near expiring, © To be very ſtill and inward with 


the Lord in their ſpirits, breathing for her eaſy 
« paſſage :* adding, all will be well; I am going 
© home, I am going home; I have done with the 
t world, and all that is in it; I pray the Lord may 
© pour out of his ſpirit upon a young generation, that 
© they may ſerve him in cleanneſs of heart.“ And 
farther ſaid, She had fought the good fight, and 
© ſhould obtain the crown immortal: adding, My 
© beloved is mine, and I am his: he is my all in all.” 
And then prayed, Oh! everlaſting God, and 


- © mighty Jehovah, ſend the angel of thy power and 


< preſence to conduct my ſoul into thy heavenly 


© manſion, my holy King, where there is joy and 
'© rejoicing, and Pn of praiſes for evermore: into 


© thy arms, ſweet 


ord Jeſus Chriſt, I offer up my 
The 
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The laſt words ſhe was heard to ſay, were, The 


© Lord my God will help me.“ She was a lover of 


peace and unity, and did promote it to the utmoſt 
of her underſtanding; in her miniſtry very plain and 
powerful: but oh ! to the diſconſolate, it often drop- 
ped like rain, and run like oil to the wounded; ſhe 
had a word in ſeaſon to moſt, or all conditions: but 
ſhe is now removed, and no doubt entered into that 
Joy and bliſs prepared for the righteous. 

She greatly deſired the Lord, by his good preſence, 
might attend the meeting at her interment ; which 
was eminently anſwered, her corpſe being accom- 
panied by many friends, and others, to Winchmore- 
hill meeting, where divers living teſtimonies were 
borne, and the way of falvation opened, and many 
hearts tendered by the Lord's power. 

She departed this life the 8th day of the ſeventh 
month, 1720, aged about 63 years, and was buried the 
x3th in friends burying-ground at Winchmorehill, 

A ſmall tract has been publiſhed, entitled, A Laſt 
Legacy, &c. which gives ſome account of the life 
of A. Hayes, 


- 
. 


"JOHANNA NOYES, wife of Iſrae] Noyes, of 
Bradford in the county of Wilts, and daughter of 
Jeffery Pinnel, of Briſtol, was a virtuous maiden, a 
loving and affeCtionate wife, a tender mother, a kind 
miſtreſs, and a good neighbour ; ſhe had a true ſenſe of 
the bleſſed truth, which ſeaſoned her heart, and made 
her love to go to meeting, on week-days as well as 
firſt-days : being well fitted for her change, ſhe is no 
doubt, entered into that glorious city, and place of 
reſt, that is prepared for all the followers of the Lamb, 
where all ſorrow and ſighing ſhall be done —* 5 
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and the Lord ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. | 
” About three weeks after her lying-in, ſhe was at- 
tended with a cough and intermitting fever, and on 
the 6th of the eleventh month, ſhe took to her 
chamber; and though her weakneſs increaſed, ſhe 
often ſignified how good the Lord was to her, and 
deſired her huſband, © To bring up her children in 
© the way of truth, and keep them to friends ſchools, 
© that they might be kept to the plain language:“ 
alſo ſhe defired of the Lord, © That he would be 
© pleaſed to make them his ſervants.” 
She oft times was in a heavenly frame of. mind, 
and told thoſe preſent, © That the Lord had given 
her a full aſſurance that it would be well with 
cher, and ſhe ſhould go to that glorious kingdom of 
< reſt and peace: ſhe adviſed her huſband, ©'To take 
© care to live in the fear of God;? and at the ſame time 
adviſed her ſiſter, Anne Pinnel, and her ſiſter-in-law, 
Mary Tyler, To keep to their exerciſes in meet- 
© ings,” telling them, © they had no aſſurance of time 
© here, and that it would not do barely to go ta 
© meeting, but they ſhould be diligent to wait upon 
© God in meetings. She expreſſed, That the power 
© of the Lord was in ſuch an extraordinary manner 
c with her, that ſhe ſeemed to be in heaven already.” 
Several relations being preſent were deeply affected 
before the Lord, under a ſenſe of his mighty power, 
that was then felt amongſt them to their great com + 
fort; a day, it is hoped, never to be forgotten by 
them. She ſignified, © Her children were near, but 
* ſhe could not fee room to deſire to ſtay from hea- 
ven for them: ſhe bore her illneſs patiently, and 
with reſignation of mind to the will of the Lord, 
often ſaying, © Lord, if thou pleaſe to take me, I 
Cam wes e | : 
On a firſt-day morning, ſhe ſaid, © Ah! this is 
© firſt-day ; ſometimes I have had good * 
e * 


PIETY PROMOTED. 25 


© and if I was well, I would go to meeting. A 
little before her departure, ſhe often faid, Come 
Lord Jeſus, and receive the ſoul of thy handmaid:? 
ſhe adviſed her ſervant-maid, © to think on the hour 
© of death, and not to tell lies; and preſſed upon her, 
© To mind her advice, as they were the words of 
© her dying miſtreſs.” 

She ſaid the night before ſhe departed, © O Lord 
© be pleaſed to give me a little eaſe, and take me to 
« thyſelf; for here is nothing but ups and downs in 
© this world; trouble on one hand, and trouble on 
© the other: then ſhe broke out in a heavenly frame 
of mind, ſaying, © O Lord, thou art a fountain of 

< living mercies.' 
She quietly departed this life like one falling into 
a ſweet ſleep, on the fourth day of the week, and 
22d of the twelfth month, 1720, aged 29 years, four 
months, and two days. On the ſecond day follow- 
ing, her corpſe was interred in friends burying- 
ground at Comerwell, belonging to Bradford meet- 


ing, where a great number of people, both friends 
and others, attended, 


1 


ILLIAM ARMSTRONG, was in his 
profeſſion of religion, a Preſbyterian, and 
very zealous in his way, and cautious in his ſayings 
and doings. 1 | . 
About the year 1690, the Lord was pleaſed to 
viſit him with his Dayſpring from on high, ſo that 
he was convinced of his bleſſed, everlaſting truth; 
and the Lord wrought mightily in him, to the re- 
deeming and ſanctifying him, and making him a 
veſſel for his own uſe, and gave him a gift of the 
miniſtry. | | ; 1 4 
Vox. III. C em 
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He travelled much, viſiting the churches of Chriſt 
in many places, preaching the goſpel in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, as alſo in America; where 
he had good ſervice: for though he was not elegant 
in ſpeech, yet he was fervent in ſpirit; ſtrong and va- 
liant in the power of God, to the terrifying of the 
ſinners in Sion, and to the comforting of the upright 
and honeſt minded. | 

He was a man of good underſtanding, very watch- 
ful and humble in his converſation; truly careful not 
to give juſt occaſion whereby truth, or the followers 
of it, might ſuffer in any reſpect; and was truly 
given up to ſpend, and be ſpent for the goſpel. 

He would not fall under wrong ſpirited men for 
ſelf ends, nor baulk his teſtimony for their favour : 
he was not forward to middle with church affairs in 
meetings of buſineſs, but when he did, he appeared 
for the cauſe of truth. 

He was concerned for the youth among friends, 
often ſupplicating the Lord, That he would be 
pleaſed to lay his hand upon them, and with his 
merciful judgments ſo fit and qualify them, that 
they might ſtand faithful in the ſame teſtimony 
that the elders that are gone to their reſt had borne 
in their day, that the Lord might ſtill have a people 
to proclaim his name and truth upon the earth.” 
He was a man of an univerſal ſpirit, concerned for 
the proſperity of the truth in all; zealous againſt jar- 
rings, and looſe ſpirits, which often made him the 
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butt of libertines. 


It was his life to feel truth prevail over all, being 


much concerned for its reputation, and having a 


great * to the honour of it in his conduct among 
men. His heart and houſe were open to receive his 


brethren, not for oſtentation, but in love to truth; 


generous in contributions, cautious, and encouragin 
to the honeſt minded, but zealous and ſharp again 
the ſtubborn and rebellious. E 

a | In 
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In about three years after his return from America 
(being much weakened by hard exerciſes, and travel 
in that country) he was taken ill with great inward 
pains, and a dizzineſs in his head. In the time of 
his illneſs, he often breathed to the Lord, For pa- 
< tience to bear that great trial of parting foul and 
© body;* ſaying to his wife, I have made good 
© uſe of my time in health, for which I am truly 
* thankful to the Lord; I am willing to leave this 
* troubleſome world; I fee nothing to ſtand in my 
© way; Jacob's God is my God, he forgets me not 
© in this time of trial,” | 

Many friends and others came to viſit him, to 
whom he gave good counſel, adviſing friends, To 
© keep to meetings while health and ſtrength re- 
© mained.* He ſaid, © He always hated deceit and 
© diflimulation, and loved to be plain;' and deſired 
friends © to look about them, and be rightly con- 
« cerned for the affairs of truth. 

At one time he ſaid, Death hath compaſſed me 
round about, yet I am inwardly refreſhed and 
© comforted, which is more to me than all out- 
© ward things; I have had many good days, and 
© received many mercies from the hand of the 
© Lord, I have loved truth ever ſince my heart 
© was turned towards him, and when the teſtimony 
© of truth ſuffered, I have ſuffered with it.“ 

Another time he ſaid, I have gone through many 
© hard cenſures, and ſuffered much by wrong fpirits, 
© who would not keep within the bounds and limits 
© of truth; but none of them could make me baulk 
my judgment, and that is my comfort.* Then com- 


memorating the Lord's goodneſs to all them that 


oy ſeek after him, he concluded with a fpiritual 

ong. | | | 
Thus this godly man, having finiſhed his courſe, 
departed this life the 5th day of the ſecond month, 
1721, aged 58 years, 5 was buried the jth of 
2 the 
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the ſame, in friends burial-place, in the city of 
Carliſle, many friends and others being preſent, 


on the 26th of the eighth month, 1693. The 
rd was pleaſed to viſit him in his young years, 
and gave him a fight of his holy way, viz. Chriſt 
Jeſus, the way, the truth, and the life ; and enabled 
him to walk therein in a good degree, wherein he 
met with that peace and ſatisfaction, which engaged 
him in his very young years, to exerciſe his mind in 
ſpiritual things. 
He was ſeized with a violent fever on the 13th 
of the ſixth month, 1721, which continued on him 
five weeks. His mother fearing his ſenſes might 
not long continue, was concerned tenderly to aſk 
him, how it was with him, as to his inward con- 
dition, and whether he had witneſſed at times and 
ſeaſons, the enjoyment of the preſence of the Lord. 
His anſwer was, Yea, many a time;' and alſo 
ſaid, © It had been his deſire rather to be taken out 
© of this world, than to bring any diſhonour to the 
© Lord;* which was a comfort to her to hear, on 
the ſeventh day after he was firſt taken ill: that 
evening he took to his bed, expecting to have a very 
bad night; but contrary to his expectation, the Lord 


R we BOCKET T was born in London, 
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was exceeding good to him, which brought him 


into great ſtillneſs of mind. His mother W in 
the room, he ſoftly called Mother, let all be ſtill.“ 


Then ſhe ſat down by his bedſide, and was ſenſible 
the Lord was near to him, comforting his ſoul with 


his goodneſs in a wonderful manner. He lay till 
for ſome time, and afterwards brake forth in a hea- 
venly frame of ſpirit, and faid, © Mother, I feel no 
© pain, I lie as in a bed of roſes ;* and being in great 
h ſtillneſs 


* 
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ſtillneſs after ſome time, expreſſed again, © It was 
© joy unſpeakable that the Lord was pleaſed to make 
© him a partaker of.” She was thankful to the Lord 
for his merciful viſitation that he was pleaſed to be- 
ſtow on him at ſuch a time of need. Next morn- 
ing he gave her a more particular account how it 
had been with him that night, while in the time of 
his ſtillneſs: * He thought his ſpirit was aſcended 
© out of his body into heaven, where he beheld ſuch 
© a glorious light as he never had beheld the like, 
© and heard ſuch ſweet melodious ſounds, that he 
© defired to tarry there, but it was not long ere he 
© thought his ſpirit returned into the body again.* 
After this, his diſtemper grew ſtronger on him, ſo 
that his life was not expected by any that ſaw him. 
He was wonderfully preſerved in his ſenſes, and bore 
his diſtemper with great patience and reſignation to 
the will of God, either to live or die; and when 
his relations could not forbear weeping, expecting 
to part with him, he looked upon them, and ſaid, 
Do not grieve too much; if we muſt part, I hope 
6 we ſhall meet in heaven.” 5 
After five weeks, his diſtemper pretty well left 
him, that he ſeemed to be in a fair way of recovery, 
and remained ſo four weeks, which gave great hopes 
of his longer continuance: but he was ſuddenly 
taken with a great bleeding (that proceeded from 
his lungs) which he brought up by a cough that 
began on a firſt-day in the evening, and continued 
by fits all that night; the next day he had another 
had fit of bleeding, ſo that he was not expected to 
fpeak any more, for he ſeemed as gone. But the 
Lord was pleaſed to break in upon his ſoul by his 
mighty power, by which his mouth was opened in 
uy 1 a ſmall part of which was as followeth : 
O glorious Lord! thou canſt bring down to the 
© brink of the grave, and canſt raiſe up again to 
« praiſe thy holy name: thy goodneſs has wonder- 
RE C 3 fully 
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© fully broke in upon my ſoul at this time, when at 
© another time I could hardly have deſires for myſelf; 
© but thou haſt wonderfully appeared to my ſoul at 
© this time, and haſt ſealed thy ſalvation to me.” 

A friend coming ſoon after, and finding him to 
appearance near his end, was willing to tarry with 
him, thinking it would not be long before there would 
be an alteration, in which time, ſhe taking an. oppor= 
tunity, aſked him how it was with him; after ſome 
little ſpace of ſilence, he ſaid, * I think that appear- 
© ance,* (meaning the viſitation before- mentioned) 
© the Lord was pleaſed to favour me withal, is an 
© anchor to my mind; it was an extraordinary favour 
© that the Lord was pleaſed to favour- me with, and 
© thereto am I anchored.” 

Some time after ſhe ſaid, © She hoped his work was 
© done;* he ſaid, © Vea; and fo finiſhed his courſe 
that evening: and without doubt, is entered into that 
everlaſting reſt which is prepared for the righteous. 

He departed this life on the 18th of the eighth 
month, 1721, being near the 28th year of his age, 
and was buried on the 22d from the Bull and Mouth 
meeting in friend's burial-ground near Bundhill- fields; 
his corpſe being attended to the grave by a conſiderable 
number of friends and others, | 


TOHN BUTCHER, of the city of London, was 
J born of religious parents, in the ſeventh month, 
1666, about two weeks after the dreadful conflagra- 
tion; his father lived to a great age, dying about his 
S$th year, and his mother about her 68th year; both 
leavirg a ſweet memorial behind them. 

He was by them religiouſly educated in the way of 
truth, nd through the grace of God, early receiving 
it in the loye thereof, it pleaſed the Lord to endue 


him 
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him with a degree of the goſpel miniſtry, and to open 
his mouth about the fifteenth year of his age, in a 
publick teſtimony to the true light, Chriſt Jeſus, not 
only in his outward, but alſo, and more eſpecially, 
in his inward appearance by his grace and holy Spirit; 
and he gradually grew therein, and became an able 
miniſter, not of the letter, but of the ſpirit. 

He travelled into divers parts of this nation, being 
well accepted therein, labouring for the proſperity of 
truth, a lover of peace, unity, and concord ; and 
being endued with a large portion of wiſdom and 
underſtanding in the things of God, was enabled to 
ſpeak to the ſtates and conditions of many. He was 
a peace- maker, endeavouring to heal breaches and 
reconcile differences among brethren. 1 

He retained unfeigned love to his brethren to the 
end of his days, although aMicted with great weak- 
neſs for ſome time before his death, which impaired 
bis memory; yet that true love continued in him, 
was evident by his cheerful countenance, friendly and 
courteous deportment. In a viſit of ſome friends 
about a year before his deceaſe, he expreſſed himſelf 
very pics with reſpect to the Lord's tender 
dealings with him all along, and the hope he had of 
happineſs through Chriſt. | 

George Whitehead and Gilbert Molleſon viſiting 
him, he expreſſed his kind acceptance thereof, and 
took it as a token of the love and mercy of God to 
him; and ſignified the Lord's tender . with 
him, and helping him ſince he viſited him in his 
young years, and that the Lord was now with him; 
and after remembering his dear love to friends, as 
apprehenſive his end drew near, he ſaid, His way 
© was bright and clear before him, and that he was 
© truly reſigned to the will of the Lord.” 

He died at Palmer's Green near Edmonton, in 
Middleſex, the 16th of the ninth month, 1721, and 
was buried on the 21ſt in friend's burial-ground near 
1 fo Bunhill- fields, 
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Bunhill-fields, after a meeting at the Bull and Mouth' 


meeting-houſe, attended by a numerous company of 
friends and friendly people, aged about 55 years. 


EORGE BOWLES, formerly of Giles 
6 Chalfont, within the compaſs of Jordan's 
meeting in Buckinghamſhire, was convinced of truth 
in London, about the year 1681. He was a man 
whom the Lord favoured with a good underſtanding, 
and although he had not much human learning, yet 
he was eminently endued with divine gifts, whereby 
Le was qualified and made an able miniſter of the 
everlaſting goſpel, and under the influences thereof 
was enabled to declare the doctrine of truth in a livin 
powerful teſtimony, to that divine light, which leads 
to ſalvation, His doctrine was found, inſtructive, 
very ſolid, and free from affectation, tendering the 
hearts of the hearers. He was not only ſerviceable 
in miniſtry, but was eminently ſo in the diſcipline and 
government of the church, in which he was fre- 
quently concerned, and zealous that nothing might 
remain which would eclipſe the luſtre and beauty 
thereof; and that all who profeſſed the truth might 
walk worthy thereof. Thus ſweetly did he walk 
through a courſe of many years ; and when through 
bodily infirmities rendered incapable of getting to 
meeting, which was a mile from his houſe, he re- 
moved to High Wickham, that he might be near the 

meeting-houſe. | 
About five days before his death, he was ſeized 
with a ſtrong fever, in which the Lord was pleaſed to 
be with him, to the comfort of friends who were 
about him. | | | | 

The evening before his end, he was opened in 
ſpirit to ſpeak in lamentation of the unhappy ſtate of 
| many, 
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many, who through unwatchfulneſs, and by lending 
an ear to the enemy, had neglected thoſe great pri- 
vileges God in his mercy had offered them, in order 
for their everlaſting good; and alſo of the Lord's 
goodneſs, declaring his love in preſerving the faithful 
in ages paſt, and even down to this day: and con- 
cluding with a ſweet ſupplication to the Lord. 

He departed this life on the 18th of the eleventh 
month, 1721, and his body, accompanied by friends, 
was interred in their burial-ground at New Jordan's, 
the 22d of the ſame. 


ARY LAMLEY, wife of William Lamley, 
of Bloxham, near Banbury, in Oxfordſhire, 
was ſuddenly viſited with illneſs the 1ſt day of the 
ſecond month, 1722. She ſaid that her Redeemer 
lived, and becauſe he lived, ſhe lived alſo, and that he 
would ſtand the laſt upon the earth: and deſired friends 
that came to ſee her, not to ſorrow for her, for if the 
Lord was pleaſed to take her from them, he could 
ſoon raiſe up one or another of them that might be 
of more ſervice than ſhe had been. She adviſed 
them to faithfulneſs, and to look to that that would 
never change nor alter; and above all things in this 
world, to have an eye to the bleſſed truth, for ſhe 
believed the Lord had bleſſings in ſtore for ſome of 
them; adviſing them to ſtand faithful in whatſoever 
the Lord ſhould require at their hands. | 
At another time ſhe ſaid, © The Lord deals with 
© us as a tender father doth with his child, who, when 
< he firſt ſets him to work, employeth him in ſmall 
$ matters, and afterwards, when the child groweth 
in ſtrength and underſtanding, he requireth greater 
© ſervice of him; ſo the Lord gently leads on his 
6 people in his work; the ſame arm that divided the 
Fe © waters, 
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© waters of the ſea, and made them as a wall on the 
right hand and on the left, while Iſrael paſſed 
through the midſt, as on dry ground; when the 
enemy purſued, that fame arm cauſed the waters to 
return and overthrow them, that there was not one 
left, and yet there was a wilderneſs for Iſrael to paſs 
through afterward, in which many fell through their 
£ murmuring, unbehef, and difobedience.*. | 

When ſhe had been ſpeaking of the goodneſs of 
God to her ſoul, ſhe ſaid, © It was not for any wor- 
© thineſs in her, or for any works that ſhe had done, 
© but it was his free mercy and love to deal thus 
© graciouſly with her.“ 

Speaking of divers ſtates that Sion's travellers paſs 
through, ſhe ſaid, We ought to be concerned to 
be content in every ſtate that the Lord is pleaſed to 
«© bring us into; when we are poor in ſpirit, we ought 
© to keep the word of patience, and then the Lord 
© will keep us in the hour of temptation, and in his 
© own time, he will abundantly bleſs the proviſion of 
4. Sion, and ſatisfy her poor with bread ; and when 
© he giveth us a full cup, and makes it overflow, then 
© let us remember our ſtate of poverty, that we may 
© be kept humble before him.“ 

She had alſo an exhortation to ſeveral friends, in 
the words of the prophet Ifaiah, «© Ceaſe to do evil, 
« and learn to do well :” and earneſtly preſſed, The 
© neceflity of ceaſing from evil, and from all that 
© tends unto it, that ſo they might come to learn of 
© the Lord to do that which is good ; for if any pre- 
© tend to go about the Lord's work, and do not ceaſe 
© from evil, that will be a contradiction,” 

Another time ſhe expreſſed herſelf to a young 
perſon after this manner : © I believe the Lord hath 
© bleflings in ſtore for thee, if thou wilt but be 
© obedient in what he makes his will known unto 
«© thee; for he hath given thee a larger ſhare of un- 
derſtanding than many others, and thou canſt not 

| © plead. 
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© plead ignorance; thou knoweſt thy duty. Now he 
© that knoweth his maſter's will, and doth it not, ſhall 
© be beaten with many ſtripes: take heed that be not 
< thy portion; let it be thy care to have due regard 
© to that pure light that ſhines in thy heart, that will 
© ſhew thee thy duty towards God, and alſo towards 
man; and be obedient unto the requirings thereof, 
© and then thoſe that honour the Lord, he will ho- 
© nour, and beautify them with his living preſence z 
© and that makes young people really beautiful in the 
< ſight of the Lord, and alſo in the fight of good 
© men.” 

Under a ſenſe of weakneſs, ſhe ſaid, © I am weak 
© both inwardly and outwardly; I think I am as 
empty as ever I was; I have ſometimes been fo 
© favoured with the divine goodneſs, that I have had 
© ſomething to ſay for the encouragement of others; 
but dw do not find that I have any thing either 
< for myſelf or them.” 

But after ſome time had paſt in waiting upon the 
Lord, in ſolemn retirement, the Lord gave her, as 
ſhe declared, in meaſure what her heart deſired; and 
ſhe ſpoke to this purpoſe : © This evening I have 
© been very poor in ſpirit; we ought to learn, in 
< every ſtate, therewith to be content; to wait in 
c faith and patience, the Lord's time, which I believe 
« the living in Sion can ſay, we have always found 
© to be the beſt time: it is he that hath the key of 
« David, and when he ſhuts, none can open; and 
© when he opens, none can ſhut : therefore let it be 


© with us, as it was with the Lord's ſervant Job, as 


© to that firm truſt in God, which he expreſſed, when 
© he ſaid, « Though he lay me, yet will I truſt in 
« him.“ 

© My friends, let us wait in faith and patience 
© upon God, although he may be at times as a ſealed 
fountain unto us, yet in his own time he will 
s open, and cauſe the living water to flow, * 

e 
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_ © blefſed be his name, my ſoul taſtes of at this time, 
© beyond what I did expect, and now my ſtrength 
© is once more renewed in him. Who could have 
© thought that I ſhould have been ſo favoured at 
© this time; the Lord hath made his ſtrength to ap- 
© pear in my weaknefsg it was in a very acceptable 
© time he did appear, and therefore let us always 
© wait for his appearance, that he may be our guide, 
© and may be known to go before us. The anſwer 
© of Chriſt to ſome that ſpake unto him, concerning 
© going up to the feaſt, was, “ My time is not yet 
« come; but your time is always ready.” 

The ſame evening, taking her huſband by the 
hand, ſhe ſpake to this effect: My dear, as we 
© made a ſolemn covenant with each other, before 
© the Lord, and his people, ſo I can truly fay, it 
© hath been as much my care to keep it, as ever it 
© was to make it; and I have nothing of the con- 
© trary to 4 of thee, but as we came together in 
© love, ſo we have paſt the time we have had to- 
«© gether, in love one to another, in which I have 
peace and ſatisfaction; and we have alſo lived in 
© love with our friends, and I deſire thou mayſt 
s abide therein. 

© If I am taken from thee, let thy doors be open 
© to receive ſuch as may be concerned to vilit friends 
© here; and I would have thee be willing to make 
© uſe of opportunities that may be afforded, that 
© meetings may be kept here as they uſed to be, for 
© the good of thy neighbours, whom we ought to 
love as ourſelves, that they may have the invita- 
« tion to partake of the free love of God. ; 

© And I deſire thou mayſt ſtand faithful in thy 
© teſtimony againſt the hireling prieſts; do not ſhrink 
at ſufferings; if they do ſpoil thy goods, take it 
£ joyfully: there were ſome of old, that took joyfully 
© the ſpoiling of their goods, and the truth is as 
1218 | | REL « worthy 
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© worthy to be ſuffered for now, as it was in that 
time. 

he ſure thy care be to bring up thy ſon in the 
way of truth; do not let fond affection prevail 
againſt judgment, but deal with him as thou findeſt 
it thy duty to do: I live in hope, and if I die now, 
I think I ſhall die in that hope, that he may be 
made inſtrumental in the hand of the Lord, for the 
good of others.” | 

In another opportunity ſhe ſaid, This evenin 
we have enjoyed that which is beyond words; an 
I defire that thoſe I may leave behind me, may 
live in that that is beyond words, and may be 
faithful; and the Lord will fo furniſh his people 
with ſtrength, although they may be but few in 
number, that one ſhall be able to chaſe a thouſand ; 
for every tongue that ſhall riſe in judgment againſt 
the truth, ſhall be condemned, and the Lamb and 
his followers ſhall have the victory. Let us not 
premeditate what we ſhall ſay in the behalf of 
truth, for I believe it will be given us in the time 
that it may be required of any of us: the Lord 
hath favoured us with bleſſings, beyond what we 
could aſk or think; and now if we part, ſurely 
it will be a good time to part in, when we are in 
© the breaſt and arms of our beloved; if the earneſt 
© be ſo ſweet, what will the full poſſeſſion of the in- 
© heritance be.” | RT, 

dhe further expreſſed herſelf at different times, 


A a © a & A 


during her illneſs, as follows: © We are adviſed to 


© truſt in the Lord with all our hearts, and not lean 
© unto our own underſtandings ; and I defire we may 
< take this advice, for if we were to. lean to our 
© own underſtandings in theſe times of deep poverty, 
I think we ſhould be very likely to fall into deſpair, 
© when we ſee ourſelyes unable to think a good 


« thought; or aſk any petition as we ought. The 


Vor. III. 5 invitation 
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© invitation of the Lord, was unto the ““ weary and 
« heavy laden, to come unto him, and learn of 
« him;” and then as they were willing to take 
« his yoke upon them, and learn of him,” he 
© promiſed, © they ſhould find reſt unto their ſouls.” 

© My friends, I defire we may make ſure of the 
© Lord for our portion, © in ſeeking him while he 
« is to be found, and calling upon him while he is 
« near;”” for there is no other that can ſupport, and 
enable us patiently to bear thoſe afflictions that may 
come upon us, and it is certain that trials will come 
upon us all, one time or another, and therefore let 
it be our chief care to keep near the Lord, and to 
avoid all thoſe things that would bring wounds 
upon us: for if J had a wounded conſcience when 
theſe aMictions have been upon me, I believe it 
c would have been more than I ſhould have been 
© able patiently and comfortably to bear; but when 
© the Lord is pleaſed to favour us with the ſmiles of 
© his countenance, this ſweetens the chaſtiſements 
<© that he is pleaſed to bring upon us. Let it there- 
fore be our great care, to keep a conſcience void 
© of offence towards God and towards men, and 
then TI believe the Lord will be with us, and ſup- 
© port us in the greateſt of trials, and we ſhall have 
© cauſe in meaſure to fay with the Pfalmift, „He 
* maketh my bed in my fickneſs;”” for he will make 
it ſo eaſy to us, that we: ſhall be able to bear our 
« afiictions with a quiet and eaſy mind.” 

At another time; This deep ſenſe of weakneſs, 
and poverty of ſpirit, that the Lord brings us into, 
is good for us; for it ought to be, and J hope it 
will be an obligation upon us, not to be high- 
minded, but fear; and as we abide in the fear of 
« the Lord, our hearts will be kept'clean, Let us 
© be willing to fink down deep in the nothingneſs of 
c felf, that the Lord in his own time may appear, 
and may be a double portion unto us; for ** 
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e he comes, his reward is with him, and his work 
c before him; when he ariſes, he will ſcatter our 
« enemies. Oh! let the ſincere deſires of your 
hearts be unto the Lord, that his hand may not 
« ſpare, nor his eye pity any thing in you, that is 
« contrary unto his pure will; for although you may 
have parted with many things for the truth's ſake, 
yet there may ſomething yet remain that is un- 
clean; and therefore ye had need be diligently 
concerned in ſearching yourſelves, that you may 
ſee what it is that is growing in you, and which of 
the two ſeeds it ſprings from: for we may obſerve, 
that it was while men ſlept, that the enemy ſowed 
the tares; and if ye ſleep in carnal ſecurity, the 
enemy will ſow that in your hearts, which if it be 
ſuffered to grow, will certainly oppreſs the pure 
ſeed: and therefore have due regard unto that 
2at command of Chriſt, which he gave unto his 
Tiſciples, for that was to extend unto all men; 
which command was, „ To watch.” | 
She faid at another time, It hath been in my 
mind this night, to conſider how it was with the 
difciples of Chriſt when they went a fiſhing, and 
toiled all night and caught nothing, until the Lord 
came and directed them to caſt the net on the 
right ſide of the ſhip, and then they obtained that 
which they laboured for. Now, when we are 
labouring for the ſpiritual food, and for a ſeaſon 
may find nothing, let us patiently wait for the 
Lord's direction, and then we ſhall ſurely obtain 
what will be ſufficient for us; for his wiſdom is 
the fame to direct his people now, as ever it was 
in that day. " | 
She ſignified to ſome friends that came to viſit 
her, That ſhe had. cauſe to chooſe a ſtate of af- 
* fliction, becauſe of the ſweet enjoyments of the 
© love of God, which he was pleaſed to favour her 
© with, in a more 82 manner then ſhe had. 
2 


© ſometimes _ 
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© ſometimes experienced, when ſhe had more free 
dom from pain, and affliction of body. 


The 15th of the Fifth Month, 1722. 


© My friends, I did not know that I ſhould have 
« ſpoken any more, but now the Lord hath been 
© pleaſed once more to revive me, and I have cauſe 
© to ſpeak for the encouragement of thoſe that I am 
© likely to leave behind me, that they may be en- 
© couraged to follow the Lord fully, and not fear 
© man, who, if he be ſuffered to put forth the utmoſt 
© of his power, can go no farther than to kill the 
© body, But let us fear him who is able to deſtroy 
both body and ſoul: let us fear to offend the living 
© God who hath the ſovereignty over us, and can 
do whatſoever he pleaſeth with us: let us not ſhun 
the croſs, but be willing to bear our ſhare of ſuffer- 
© ings for the ſake of Chriſt, whether they may be 
inward or outward, that our conſolations may 
© abound. Let us labour for thoſe inward, ſweet 
© enjoyments, that abundantly exceed all outward 
* viſible things. FR 18 
© T defire we may come to ſee for ourſelves, that 
wonder which Toba ſaw, * A woman clothed with 
ce the ſun, and the moon under her feet;” that we 
© may know the changeable things to be under our 
© feet, and may be clothed with the Son of Righte- 
© ouſneſs, who ariſeth with healing in his wings: 
© and then we ſhall grow up before him as calves 
Ws SN | 5 5 8 


* 


; The Seventeenth. 


Such is the goodneſs of God unto thoſe that 
© wait upon him, that he,cauſeth the dew to fall upon 
them that ſee themſelves in a thirſty land, until he 
eis pleaſed to open the fountain for their N 
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ment. I believe it is our great duty to centre 
often to the fountain from whence our ſupplies 
come; in what ſtate ſoever we are, the truth is 
the ſame, in a time of ſickneſs as it is in à time of 
health. I defire we may not be like the man that 
falls, being alone, but may know the everlaſting 
arm to be underneath when we may ſee ourſelves 
in danger of falling; and as we have ſeen the good 
effects of it many a time, I deſire we may be 
diligent in waiting for his holy arm: let us wait 
to know our duty; we have often heard, that they 
that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
and thoſe come to ſee their duty, and they alſo re« 
ceive ability to perform the fame, although at times 
they may be ſo encompaſſed about, that they may 
fee no way of deliverance, until the Lord opens an 
eye in them to ſee it; yet the Lord will make way 
in his own time, for the deliverance of his people 
that truſt in him.” 


The Nineteenth. 
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© 'There is one thing in particular, that I have 
© obſerved in this time of weakneſs of body, which I 
< eſteem as a privilege, among many others, that I 
© am made partaker of, and that is this: "Thoſe days 
that my affliction is the greateſt upon me, the Lord 
© hath been pleaſed to favour me with the moſt plen- 
< tiful viſitations of his love, whether I have had 
© company, or have been alone; ſo that thereby I 
© have been encouraged, willingly and patiently to 
© bear theſe afflictions, being made ſenſible that the 
© inward enjoyment of the goodneſs of God, abun- 
< dantly exceeds health of _ ; and thoſe outward 
© enjoyments that I am deprived of. 1 
We have cauſe to be humble before the Lord, 
* from whom all that we have that is good, comes; 
© kt us be willing to 5 inte the. deep as often 
| 3 as 
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as he ſeeth meet; for he will deſtroy nothing 
in us that is good. I believe thoſe that go — 
down into the deep, will ſee moſt of the wons 
ders of the Lord.” 2 3 


„ 


i ” 


The Twenty-firſt. 


It is the Lord alone that. knows the wants of the 
poor in ſpirit, and is able to adminiſter a ſuitable 
. ſupply, according thereunto : he can make a little 
ſufficient, until he is pleaſed to give more, as he 
made the little the widow had, ſufficient in the 
prophet's time. Such was his goodneſs to her, 
that the barrel of meal did not waſte, nor the 
cruiſe of oil fail, until the time that the Lord ſent 
rain upon the earth, although it was ſuch a time of 
ſcarcity, that ſhe expected death was near. And I 
believe the Lord will be the ſame in this day unto 
them that have due regard to the voice of the great 
prophet, although at times their proviſion may 
appear to be but ſmall, he will make the little ſuf- 
ficient, until the time that he is pleaſed to favour 
them with plentiful ſhowers of his love. And 
therefore let us not murmur in a time of ſcarcity, 
nor yet be exalted above meaſure, in a time of 
plenty ; but let us remember, that hand that feeds 
us, can withhold from us, if he ſeeth meet.“ 


The Twenty- third. 


« Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in the Lord, 
« whoſe: hope the Lord is, and whoſe heart departeth 
« not from the living God ; he ſhall be like a free 
« that is planted by the rivers of waters, whoſe leaves 
are green.” Although theſe may know winter 
© ſeaſons, yet as their hearts do not depart from the 
© living God, they ſhall be like the branches that 
* are.grafted in the true vine, and the living ſap m__ 
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abide in the root, and they ſhall know their eſta- 
bliſhment to be by the {till waters, as they are 
diligently waiting for, and truly fubmitting to that 
power that pleads by fire and ſword, againſt the 
appearance of that that is contrary to truth. Let 
us be willing to yield up that that is for the fire, 
unto the fire; and that that is for the ſword, unto 
the ſword ; and that that is for the famine, unto the 
famine ; that we may be purged throughout in body, 
ſou], and ſpirit “. We | 
The T wenty-fourth. 


© When the Lord doth withdraw from us, let us 
examine ourſelves, that we may come, by that 
which ſhews unto men what their ſtates are, to 
diſcern whether there is any thing amiſs in us, 
that might give the Lord juſt cauſe to withdraw 
from us. 8 | | 

I believe this inquiry will not hurt any of us, any 
more than it did the diſciples, when the Lord had 
told his diſciples, that one of them ſhould betray 
him; and one ſaid, © Lord, is it Il?”” and another 
ſaid, © Is it I?” and he that was the guilty per- 


ſon, was the laſt as we find that aſked this queſtion : 


and fo thoſe now that are guilty of betraying the 
innocent in themſelves, may be the moſt backward 
in this work of examination.“ | 


- © Surely there is abundance in it, let us be willing 


LE 


c 
0 
f 


to ſearch ourſelves, that by the ſpirit of truth, we 
may ſee whether we are of that number that betray 
the innocent or not: and, if upon diligent ſearch, 
we do not find that there is any wilful diſobedience 
in us, to cauſe the Lord to withdraw from us, but it 


is for the trial of our faith, this, I believe, will be 


for our good, as our minds are ſtaid in patience; 
but if our minds are not ſtaid in patience, we may 


flight our own mercy, for the Lord many times 


may be nearer than we are aware; and before we 
C 
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© are aware, may make our hearts like the chariots 
© of Aminadab. The Lord had regard to his fervant 
© that waited patiently for him, and the Lord inclined 
© to him, and heard his cry, and brought him up out 
of the horrible pit, and miry clay, and put a new 
© ſong into his mouth, even praiſes to the Lord. 

© Nothing will do now but this inward ſatisfaction, 
© which the world cannot give, neither can the world 
© take it away, that is a comfort. It is well to be 
* concerned to lay up for ourſelves this true riches; 
© which the moth, or ruſt, cannot corrupt, nor the 
© thieves ſteal. Whatever it may coſt us of ſuffer- 
© ings, ſcoffings, cr reproaches for it, it is worth a 
© hundred times more than we have underwent of 
© lofſes, or ſufferings: © for the ſufferings of this 
c preſent time are not worthy to be compared with 
« the glory that ſhall be revealed.“ 5 

© Now if it be the will of the Lord to remove me 
© hence, if he will be pleaſed to ſupport me in the 
© needful time, I think I can freely yield up my ſoul 
© to him that gave it, that it may be delivered from 
«© this ſtrait habitation that it is now in. I do not 
© find that there is any thing between the Lord and 
© my ſou], but that I have free acceſs unto him by 
© his ſpirit: as for this body, it ſeems. to be com- 
«© paſſed about with afflictions; and although I fpeak 
© of my afflictions, I do not do it in a complaining 
© way, for J have no cauſe to complain.” 


The Twenty-ſixth. 
© The Lord ſeeth not as man feeth; for man 


© lJooketh at the outward appearance, but the Lord 


« Jooketh at the heart, and therefore we had need be 
© concerned that our hearts may be truly prepared b 
© his ſpirit, to receive a ſupply from his hand, whic 
© he is graciouſly pleaſed to favour his people with; 
© for he is near to his people in their afflictions, and 
ks 
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is as afflicted with them, and the angel of his pre- 
ſence ſaves them. The promiſes of God are all 
Vea and Amen in the one ſeed. Let us abide in 
it, that we may know what we have to expreſs one 
to another to ſpring from this pure ſeed, and may 
know it to bear rule in our hearts, and then we 
ſhall be guided thereby, to take ſtrait ſteps in the 
narrow way, which the Lord hath caſt up for us. 

© Let us be willing to wade through theſe exerciſes 
that it may be our lot to meet with ; for the trial of 
faith will work patience, and patience experience; 
and experience hope ; and this hope will not make 
aſhamed. Then we ſhall not be aſhamed to bear 
our teſtimony for the Lord ; neither ſhall we think 
that becauſe our meaſures are but ſmall, therefore 
we can do him no fervice, but we ſhall be willin 
to caſt in our mites, as the poor widow did; 1 
we caſt in all, the Lord will take notice of it. 
This I ſpeak, that thoſe may be encouraged in 
the work of the Lord, that look upon themſelves 
as the hindermoſt of the flock; let us not be diſ- 
couraged, although at ſome times the work may 
not ſeem ſo proſperous as we may defire :. Caſt thy 
bread upon the waters, and there is a promiſe, that 
it fall be found after many days.“ 


The Twenty-ſeventh. 


Our natural lives are very uncertain; the time 
paſt is irrecoverable, and the time to come is very 
uncertain ; therefore let us be concerned to make 
good uſe of this preſent time, and be willing to put 
our ſhoulders to the work, that the ſtone may be 
rolled from the well's mouth, that we may partake 
together of the goodneſs of God. 
© We had need be concerned for that treaſure that 
will go with us beyond the grave; this is worth 
the ſuffering the loſs of all things: for thoſe that 
are 
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© are willing to loſe their lives for Chriſt's ſake, the 
© ſame ſhall find life eternal. But thoſe that retain 
© a life in fin, according to the luſts of the fleſh, are 
< in danger of loſing that eternal life in the world to 
© come. 

Therefore Jet us not love our lives unto the 
© death, nor count any thing too dear to part with, 
© that we may win Chriſt, I deſire that the longer 
© we live in the world, the more our zeal for the 
Lord, and his truth, may increaſe. Many are the 
e troubles of the righteous, but the Lord will deliver 
© them out of them all.” 


4 


The Twenty-ninth. 


Having mentioned her afflictions, ſhe ſpoke to 
this purpoſe: © I have no cauſe to complain, for I am 
© fatished the Lord hath a good end in it. He 
© ſheweth his ſufficiency to bring his people through 
© abundance of affliction. I believe that peace and 
< reſt will be the ſweeter to the weary travellers, 
© when they come to the full enjoyment of it, with- 
£ out any mixture of ſorrow. 

My delire for the ſons and daughters of men is, 
© that they may not give way ſo much, to the many 
© cumbring things, but may chooſe this one thing 
< needfu], which "will be able to ſupport them in the 
© moſt needful time: for if we are taken with any 
© thing ſhort of this eternal wore, and truſt in viſible 
8 © things, they will utterly fail.” 


On the Thirty-furſt. 


© The goodneſs of the Lord is ſuch unto his 

„people, that he is a preſent helper in the needſul 

© time; although at ſome times we may be ready to 
e think that we ſhall fall by the hand of the enemy; 

yet as we truſt in the Lord, he that arid 
© Davi 
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David out of the hand of Saul, will deliver us out 
of the hand of the ſpſritual enemy. 

© Let us ſtay our minds in patience, in the times 
of poverty of ſpirit, and I believe we ſhall ſee the 
good effects of it; the Lord will teach us ſub- 


ſection to himſelf thereby ; and when he gives us 


a little taſte of his love, we ſhall ſee that we ought 
to wait upon him, until he ſhall be pleaſed to cauſe 
the ſhowers thereof more plentifully to fall upon 
us. 

It is an eaſy thing to believe in him, when his 
candle ſhines upon us, and we enjoy the light of 
his countenance ; but when he withdraves from us, 
and we fee ourſelves in a thirſty land, where no 
water is, this I believe is a trial of faith. That 
arm of the Lord that hath been the guide of our 
youth, will be the ſtay of the aged that truſt in it: 


when we are brought to a true ſenſe of a ſpiritual 


thirſt, the Lord will open the fountain as in the 
defert. 

* Methinks I have a few words to ſpeak, for the 
encouragement of thoſe that I may be likely to 
leave behind me; that they fear not man, whoſe 
breath is in his noſtrils, but that they may fear 
the Lord; for they that fear the Lord ſhall not be 
confounded, and they that truft in him fhall not be 
alhamed,” | 


The 2d of the Sixth Month. 


I deſire that we may follow the Lord, whenſo- 
ever he is pleaſed to go forth before us; and when 
he is pleaſed to ſtand ſtill, let us be willing to be 
as nothing; and not think our own thoughts, nor 
ſpeak our own words; nor walk in our own ways; 
but let us wait for a freſh command from our 
great Lawgiver, that according thereunto we may 
go forth in his ſervice, and may know our thoughts, 

| © words, 
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words, and actions, to be ſanctified by his ſpirit, 
that his will in all things may be done, and then 
the Lord will be with us, and bleſs the labour of 
love that ſuch are concerned in. 'The Lord is 
once more giving me cauſe to ſpeak well of his 
name, in a renewed ſenſe of his love; and this 
is an encouragement to truſt in his mercy, and 
when in a ſtate of poverty, the enemy may aſſault 
us, and may endeavour to cauſe us to think that 
we ſhall never come to partake of thoſe ſweet en- 
joyments any more, as we have in times paſt : let 
us not believe him, for he was a liar from the be- 
ginning. 

© It was when Chriſt had faſted long, and was an 
© hungred, that the enemy aſſaulted him with his 
< temptations, but our Lord obtained the victory; 
© and he will preſerve his people, that no one hair 
© of their head ſhall fall to the ground without his 
© permiſfion : although the Lord's people may have 
© ſorrow as for a night, yet joy will come in the 
0 
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morning, in the dawning and breaking forth of 

that eternal day, when the ſun ſhall ariſe that 

ſhall go no more down; which 1s for the light 

of the New Jeruſalem, which hath no need of 
© the outward ſun, nor of the moon, for the Lord 
© God is the light thereof, and ſorrow and ſighing 
< ſhall come to an end, and the tears ſhall be wiped 
from all faces.” h 

About two days before ſhe departed, ſeveral friends 
being there to viſit her, they found her very weak, 
but after they had ſpent ſome time in waiting upon 
the Lord with her, the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed 
to renew the viſitation of his love unto her, by which 
ſhe was wonderfully. revived, and was concerned in 
thankful acknowledgments of the goodneſs of God, 
and ſupplication unto him for the continuance there- 


of. 
She 
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She had alſo an exhortation to friends, to fol- 
tow the Lord in obedience to his requirings ; for ſhe 
ſignified, that while diſobedience remained in the 
heart, it tends to hinder the work of the Lord; and 
therefore it was her deſire, that all might be given 
up freely to follow the Lord, that they might know 
his ways, to become ways of pleaſantneſs unto them. 

In the courſe of her illneſs, ſhe was often very low 
and poor in her ſpirit, but after deep exerciſe was re- 
pleniſhed with the Lord's goodneſs, when ſhe was 
concerned to return praiſes to him. | 

She departed this life the 2oth day of the ſixth 


month, 1722, betwixt the hours of four and hve in 


the morning, being in the 41ſt year of her age. 


F NHRISTIAN BARCLAY, of Ury in Scotland, 

widow of Robert Barclay (author of the apo- 
logy) to whom ſhe was married in the year 1669, and 
ſurvived him 32 years, was daughter of Gilbert 
Molleſon, of Aberdeen, merchant, and Margaret his 
wife, whoſe pious life is recorded in vol. I. page 67 of 
this work. She was born in 1647, and by accounts 
preſerved, was religiouſly inclined from her youth. 
She publickly embraced the teſtimony of truth about 
the 16th year of her age, and through many hard- 
ſhips and ſufferings, walked in a ſteady converſation 
conſiſtent with her profeſſion; her care and concern 
was great, that all who profeſſed the truth might poſ- 
ſeſs it; grave, ſerious, and weighty in converſation, 
diligent in buſinefs, and fervent in ſpirit, being often 
attended with the power and preſence of divine 
goodneſs, in which many precious opportunities of re- 
freſhment to thoſe preſent were plentifully manifeſted 
and experienced, both in her company and under 
her 7 to their great Je rt. 


Vol. | Her 


50 PIETY PROMOTED. 


Her care and concern was great to prevent ſlack- 
neſs or indifferency in the church, but that diligence 
might be uſed to make our calling and election ſure. 
Her daily concern for her children and grandchildren, 
that they might be preſerved, was evident to all. 
Her care to atliſt the poor, and ſupply them with ne- 
ceſſaries, eſpecially the ſick, left laſting impreſſions 
on their minds of love and regard. 

She was taken ill the 12th of the ninth month, 
1722, and from that time continued in a weak ſtate, 
in which ſhe witneſſed many comfortable opportuni- 
ties. Her concern for the truth and churches proſ- 
perity continued with her to the laſt, for ſickneſs 
ſeemed not to alter her temper or concern. Man 
pious expreſſions dropped from her during her illneſs; 
and he who had been with her all her life long, 
bleſſed her with his preſence to the drawing of her 
laſt breath, which appeared to be in great peace and 


quietneſs, the 1 4th of the twelfth month, 1722, aged 
76 years, 


LEXANDER SEATON was born at Cuttle- 
Craggs, in the pariſh of Daviot, and ſhire of 
Aberdeen, in Scotland, about the year 1652; fon of 
Tohn Seaton, of Meldrum. He was brought up a 
| icholar; and while he was in the college of Old 
Aberdeen, there was a diſpute between the ſtudents 
and Robert Barclay and George Keith, who de- 
fended the principles of truth, as held by the people 
called Quakers, in the year 167 5; at which he be- 
ing preſent, was ſo far convinced of the truth of the 
doctrine as held by friends, as afterwards to own the 
ſame publickly: 10 that while he was a young man, 
it pleaſed the Lord to open his underſtanding, and 
ſhew him the myſteries of his kingdom, and way 


of 


A” 
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of life and ſalvation; and being joined in ſociety 
with the people in ſcorn called Quakers, he grew in 
the truth, and became very inftrumental in the ſervice 
of the goſpel, for the confirming of friends in the 
truth, and information of others (yea-even ſuch- alſo 
that oppoſed the truth) and was drawn forth in the 
love of God, to viſit friends meetings in Scotland, 
Ireland, and England ſeveral times; was impriſoned 
at Aberdeen, and ſuffered very much at Glaſgow tor 
his teſtimony to the truth. He was a faithful, zea- 
lous, and ſound miniſter of the goſpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; exemplary in humility and 
lowlineſs of mind, lived in peace and unity with 
friends, and was well eſteemed among his neigh- 
bours. When under weakneſs and affliction. of 
body, he bore it with much patience, and was very 
ſweet in his ſpirit, as may appear by the following 
expreſſions : ſeveral perſons be come to ſee him, he 
ſaid, © Since theſe ſevere fits, I have been concerned 
© about my latter end, and it was opened to me, that I 
© ſhould depart in peace; there is a manſion of glo 
prepared.“ At another time, when his family was 
about him, he ſaid, Do not put off repentance and 
© amendment of life until the time of a dying bed, 
for commonly it hath enough to do for itſelf; the 
© Lord hath been very good to me, even from my 
© youth, and hath followed me with his goodneſs, 
and never left me in the time of divers exerciſes ; 
© his preſence is near, and it is manifeſted to me, 
© that when my departure comes, it ſhall be in 
peace: the comforter is near, and will endure, and 
* theſe afflictions will have an end,” | 

When ſome friends came to ſee him, he ſaid, © I 
© have partook of the earneſt of that joy that will 
never have an end: my rock, my fortreſs, my 
ſtrong tower, dwelleth with me, and does not leave 
© me nor forſake me, bleſſed be his name; I hope to 
© be with him for ever, and that is more than a 


E 2 © thouſand 


. 


ved ranma, — ̃¶———— , ̃]— N GW 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


52 PIETY PROMOTED. 


© thouſand worlds: there is a manſion of glory pre- 
* pared; In my Father's houſe,” ſaid Chriſt, “ there 
« are many manſions, if it had not been ſo I would 
e have told you.” There has been a diſcovery of a 
© manſon of glory.“ 7 

Some friends coming before meeting to viſit him, 
he faid, © Job was hard put to it, and his friends were 
© all miſtaken, in that they did not believe that the 
Lord did aMic&t man without a ſinful cauſe.” 

His wife perſuading him to take ſomething, leſt 
he thould faint; he conſented, ſaying, © Let me try 
to eat one bit with my friends;* but added, © Chriſt 
© ſaid, „ Labour for the bread that periſheth not, 
« but nouriſheth up to eternal life.” Praiſes wait 
© for the Lord in Sion: no trials, no afflictions, no 
© temptations, can obſtruct his preſence from the in- 


© habitants thereof: praiſe is comely for the upright, 


© but becometh no wicked perſon.” 

Sometimes being much pained with the gravel, 
he would ſay, Lord give me ſome eaſe, or take me 
© to thyſelf; O Lord give patience, ſuſtain and ſup- 
© port me under theſe ſharp afflictions, let the lifting 
© up of my hands be as the evening ſacrifice, accept- 
© able unto thee. 

© O Lord! thou art my rock, the ſhadow of a 
© mighty rock in a weary land: the Lord hath pro- 
© miſed to be with his children through the region 
© and ſhadow of death, and bring them to a happy 
© eternity, where there is Joy for evermore;“ and 
therefore ſaid to his wife, Be content.“ 

Another time, after having got ſome reſt in ſleep, 
he ſaid, Why am I kept here? Let me go home: 


Lord receive my ſpirit, I recommend my foul, re- 


© ceive me into thy everlaſting kingdom, and the 

© manſion of glory thou ſhewedſt me.” 
A friend coming in to ſee him, aſked him, how he 
was; he faid, © I would fain be gone, the Lord ow 
| been 
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© been very good to me, and led me through the 
© crols to inherit the crown.“ 

When he ſeemed to be a little eaſed of the pain 
of the gravel, which was often violent upon him, 
his wife aſked him, © If any thing troubled him, as 
« to the ſettling of his affairs or children;* he ſaid, 
© No; the greateſt trouble that attends me, 1s to 
part with thee, who haſt been made a bleſſing to 
© the family. | 

At another time he ſaid, the Lord hath been good 
© to me from my childhood. He began to place his 
fear in my heart very early: the Lord never fails 
© thoſe who truſt in him, he will be with them to 
© death, and through death unto eternity: fear God 
© and ſerve him, prefer his fear before all things, and 
© he will provide for you :* and ſaid to his wife, M 
© dear, the Lord is a father to the fatherleſs, and a 
© huſband to the widow, that love and fear him, 
© therefore be content and reſigned to the will of 
© the Lord.” | 

About two or three weeks before his deceaſe, fe. 
veral friends having been at meeting, went to ſee 
him; and after a time of ſilence, a friend ſpoke a few 
words, after which, Alexander being very much 
broken into tears, ſaid, © It is the inviſible power that 
© ſupports under affliction: Moſes endured, ſeeing 
© him that is inviſible.“ At another time he faid, 
© A ſharp war, the ſooner peace.“ 

Several friends belonging to Lurgan, Ballanderry, 
and Liſburn meetings, hearing that he was very 
weak, came to fee him, whereupon his wife aſked 
him, if he knew them; he ſaid, © I do very well, but 
6 it is a trouble to me to ſpeak ; but all is well, and 
© will be everlaſtingly well.“ | | 

His diſtemper was often extreme ſharp, all which 
he bore with admirable patience, and departed this 
life in great peace and quietneſs the 23d day of the 
firſt month, 1723; and we have good ground to be- 

| | +. Bs lieve, 
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lieve, that the Lord hath received him into his king- 
dom of everlaſting reſt. 7h 

His corpſe was decently buried the 25th day of the 
ſaid month, accompanied by friends and neighbours, 


Aged about — 71 
A miniſter about 47 ; * 


ce Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of 
« his ſaints, Pſa. cxvi. 15. 


NEORGE WHITEHEAD, of the city of 
London, was one who in the firſt breakin 
forth of the truth in this nation, as profeſſed by the 
people called Quakers, was raiſed up in his young 
yours to bear teſtimony thereto, and through la- 
orious and exerciſing travel became inſtrumental 
in the firſt planting thereof, about the city of Nor- 
wich, and parts adjacent. Having been conducted 
through a long courſe of years, unſpotted to his con- 
cluſion, for the encouragement of all who may read 
this account, the following extract, from the teſti- 
mony of Devonſhire-houſe monthly-meeting con- 
cerning him (of which he was a very ſerviceable 
member for about 50 years) is thought worthy a 

place in theſe memoirs. 

He was born at Sunbig, in the pariſh of Orton, 
© in the county of Weſtmoreland, about the year 

© 1636, of honeſt parents, who gave him education 

in grammar learning. 

At or about the 17th year of his age, when 
© friends, by the mighty power of God, were ga- 
© thered to be a people, the Lord was pleaſed 
to viſit him, and by the teſtimony of truth, 
© he was reached unto, and convinced pf the * 
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© ſity of an inward and ſpiritual work to be known 
© and wrought upon the ſouls of men; and of the 
© emptineſs of outward ſhew and formality in reli- 
gion. In the year 1654, and the 18th year of his 
© age, the Lord ſent him forth to preach the ever- 
© laſting goſpel in life and power; and having paſſed 
© through York, Lincoln, and Cambridge, travel- 
© ling on foot, he came into Norfolk and Suffolk, 
< where he viſited ſome few meetings of friends and 
© ſober profeſſors; at one of which, near the whole 
© meeting was convinced, by the mighty power of 
© God, through his lively and piercing teſtimony and 


© prayer. 

4 He continued ſome months in Norfolk, and about 
© Norwich; where having meetings, he preached the 
< everlaſting goſpel, and thereby turned many from 
© darkneſs to light, and from the power of {in and 
© Satan, unto God and his power; that people might 
© not continue in empty forms and ſhadows, but 
© come to the life and ſubſtance of true religion, 
© and know Chriſt their true teacher and leader: 
Great was his fervice, labour, and trial in thoſe 
© counties, whereby many were reached unto, con- 
< vinced of, and eſtabliſhed in the bleſſed truth; and 
© ſome raiſed up to bear a publick teſtimony there- 
© unto: he fallored great oppoſition, hardſhips, long, 
and fore impriſonments, and ſevere whipping for 
© his teſtimony to the truth, in thoſe his tender 
6 years ;* as, by his journal of more than 600 pages; 
wherein many of his ſervices and travels throughout 
moſt parts of this nation are largely related, will 
Appear. 4 a ; 

He was one whom the Lord had fitly qualified 
© and prepared, by his divine power and holy Spirit, 
© for the work whereunto he was called; and where- 
by he was made an able miniſter of the goſpel : he 
© had large experience of the work of God, and 

deep myſteries of the heavenly kingdom, and was 
| 5 $ frequently 
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frequently opened in meetings to declare of, and 
unfold the ſame, in the clear demonſtration of the 
ſpirit and power, dividing the word aright, to the 
opening and convincing the underſtandings of 
many, who were unacquainted with the way 
and work of truth, and to the comforting, con- 
firming, and eſtabliſhing of the children of the 

Lord in their journey and travel Zion-ward. 
He was not only a zealous contender for, and 
aſſerter of the true faith and doctrine of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in a ſound and intelli- 
gible teſtimony, but alſo was valiant and ſkilful in 
the defence thereof, againſt adverſaries and op- 
poſers of the ſame; and one, who through a long 
courſe of many days, was careful to adorn the 
doctrine of our holy profeſſion, by a circumſpet 
life and godly converſation, wherein the fruits of 
the ſpirit, viz. love, joy, peace, longſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and temper- 
ance, did eminently ſhine forth through him, to the 
praiſe and glory of God. 55 | 
Being thus qualified, he was had in good eſteem 


amongſt moſt forts of people that were acquainted 


with him; which tended much to the opening his 
way in his publick ſervice for truth, and frequent 
ſolicitations of the king and parliament, biſhops, 
and great men in his time, for the relief and releaſe 
of his ſuffering friends and brethren, under ſore 

rſecutions and hard impriſonments, and for li- 
berty of conſcience, and alfo for relief in caſe of 
oaths : in which labour of love and eminent ſer- 
vices, among other brethren, this our dear friend 
was principally exerciſed, and the Lord was with 


him, and made way for him in the hearts of the 


rulers ; ſo that his faithful labour was often crown- 
ed with ſucceſs, to the comforting and rejoicing 


of the hearts of many ſuffering brethren, Wy 
He 
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© He was a good example to the flock in his dili- 
ent attendance of firſt and week-day meetings for 


publick worſhip, and other meetings for the ſer- 


vice of truth, ſo long as his ability of body remain- 
ed: willing to take all opportunities for publiſn- 
ing and promoting the truth; zealous to ſupport 
good order and diſcipline in the church of Chriſt : 
and as he was not ſuddenly for taking hold of any, 
ſo he was as exemplary in not being forward to 
caſt" any off, in whom there appeared any thing 
that was good; being always deſirous to encourage 
the good in all, condeſcending to the weak, but 
admoniſhing the faulty, in the ſpirit of meekneſs 
and wiſdom, that they might be preſerved in love 
to truth, and come into the unity of the one ſpirit, 
which is the bond of peace. 

© He was a tender father in the church, ſympa- 
thiſing with the afflicted whether in body or mind; 
a diligent viſitor of the ſick, and labouring to com- 
fort the mourning ſoul; careful to prevent, and 
diligent in compoſing differences. 

It pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with ſome ſe- 


vere pains and weakneſs of body, ſo that he was 


diſabled for ſome weeks from getting to meetings; 
but he often expreſſed his deſires for the welfare 
of the church of Chriſt, and that friends might 
live in love and unity. 

© He continued in a patient reſigned frame of 
mind to the will of God, waiting for his great 
change, rather deſiring to be diſſolved and be with 
Chritt, ſaying, The ſting of death was taken 
away.” 
© He expreſſed a little before his departure, that 
he had a renewed ſight or remembrance of his 
labours and travels, that he had gone through from 
his firſt convincement; he looked upon them with 


abundance of comfort, and ſatisfaction, and ad- 


© mixed 
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* mired how the preſence of the Lord had attended 
© and carried him through them all. 

« He departed this life in great peace and quiet, 
© the 8th of the firſt month, 1722-3, about the 
© 87th year of his age, having been a miniſter about 
© 68 years, and was buried the 13th of the ſame in 
© friends burial-ground in Bunhill-fields, attended 
by a large number of friends and others.“ 


HO MAS ALDAM, formerly of Warnſworth 

in Yorkſhire, was educated in the way of truth 
as profeſſed by friends, In his youth he was viſited 
with the ſpiritual appearance thereof in his ſoul, and 
through faithfulneſs thereunto was fitted and prepared 
for a diſpenſation of the goſpel miniſtry about the 
24th year of his age; in which he was fervent in 
ſtirring up friends to faithfulneſs in the ſeveral teſti- 
monies of truth, which he alſo adorned by an exem- 
plary life and converſation, alſo giving teſtimony 
thereto by two years and an half's impriſonment, 
about the years 1671 and 1684. 

He was diligent in attending meetings, both for 
worſhip and diſcipline, in which he was very ſervice- 
able, being of a ſound judgment, and able in counſei. 
Much might be ſaid of his labours, in which he 
always ſought the preſervation of peace and unity 


among friends, and retained his integrity to old age. 


He was taken ill about the ſeventh month, 1722, 
and from that time kept his room under great weak- 
neſs of body ; but was preſerved in a weighty tender 
frame of ſpirit. And as he had always been a 
diligent attender of meetings, ſo at his deſire the 
meeting was often kept in his room; in which he 
was fervent in prayer, and bore teſtimony. to the 


.goodneſs of God to his ſoul; and had a word of 


encouragement 
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encouragement and exhortation to others, to their 
mutual comfort and edification. During his illneſs, 
he was frequently viſited by friends, to ſome of whom 
he expreſſed his © hope and confidence in the Lord, 
that through the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
© he ſhould have à place of reſt in the world to come, 
and an inheritance among thoſe who are ſanctified.“ 

He departed this life the 17th of the firſt month, 
1722-3, and was buried in the burying-place at 
Warnſworth (which himſelf had incloſed, and built a 
meeting-houſe therein, and in his life-time given to 
the uſe of friends) the 19th of the ſame, aged 74 


years. 


ICHARD CLARID GE, was born in the 
tenth month, 1649, at Farmborough, in the 
county of Warwick, of ſober and reputable parents, 
who brought him up to learning from his childhood, 
and in the 17th year of his age ſent him to the 
univerſity of Oxford ; where, after ſome years con- 
tinuance, he took his degree of B. A. and was 
ordained a deacon. In the year 1672, he was 
ordained a prieſt, and had his induction to the Rec- 
tory of Peopleton, in the ſaid county, where he con- 
tinued a publick preacher upwards of 19 years. 
During which time the Lord was often pleaſed, by 
the inſhining of his divine light, to open his under- 
ſtanding, and ſhewed him the inconſiſtency of his 


then employment ;—and for the ſake of a good con- 


ſcience towards God, he quitted his parochial charge 
and tithe revenue, and freely reſigned the ſervice in 
the year 1691, _.. ee” 
After which he joined himſelf to the Baptiſts, and 
was for ſome time a publick preacher among them 
but his ſeeking ſoul not finding that ſatisfaction a 
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he earneſtly longed for and ſought after, his eye being 
ſtill to the Lord for the guidance and direction of his 
holy ſpirit, the myſtery of the pure evangelical diſ- 
penſation was clearly manifeſted, and he was brought 
to embrace the truth as profeſſed by friends, and made 
a publick profeſſion thereof in the year 1697, and was 
brought to a patient waiting in ſilence, not daring 


again to open his mouth until it pleaſed the Lord by 
the immediate operation of his bleſſed ſpirit to in- 


fluence him thereto, and make him a free miniſter of 
the goſpel of Chriſt; in which his teſtimony was 
ſound and edifying, preſſing all to purity of life, 
adorning the ſame in his life and e 3 in 
which his piety towards God, and love to his neigh- 
bour, the truth and juſtice of his words and actions, 
made him as a light in the world, and gave forth a 
teſtimony to the truth in the hearts of others. In 


his own family he was an example of virtue, being 


an affectionate huſband, a loving father, and a kind 
and gentle maſter; frequent in ſupplication to the 
Lord for the preſervation of himſelf and houſhold in 
the way of truth and righteouſneſs, charitable to the 
r, and a frequent viſitor of the ſick: in his more 
publick ſervice, his various treatiſes wrote in defence 
of truth, will ſtand as laſting monuments of his un- 
wearied endeavours for its promotion. 
For ſome years before his death he was in a de- 
elining fate as to bodily health, yet his love and zeal 


_ declined not; but he kept cloſe to meetings till about 


2 week before his departure, when he was taken with 
a ſhortneſs of breath, attended with a fever, which 
continued on him to his end. During the time of 


his ſickneſs, he expreſſed to divers friends who viſited 


him, his © inward peace and ſatis faction of ſoul, and 
< an humble reſignation to the divine will, in an 
© afſured hope of a glorious immortality, placing his 
© whole truſt and confidence in the free grace and 
© mercy of God.“ 7 - 
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He departed this life the 28th of the ſecond month, 
1723, aged 73 years, and was buried in friend's bu- 
rial-ground near Bunhill-fields, accompanied by many 
friends and others. 


Some of his writings were publiſhed after his de- 
ceaſe, with memoirs of his life, in an octavo volume, 
entitled, The Life and Pofthumous Works of 
© Richard Claridge, collected by Joſeph Beſſe, in 
41720. | | 


FOHN BROWN, an ancient friend in the county 

of Surry, was born at Laleham in Middleſex, 
the 1ſt of the ſixth month, 1639. He was one of 
the firſt convinced in the county where he dwelt, and 
became a member of the Ripa ee s. of Kingſ- 
ton upon Thames, when the meeting-houſe was 
built, and continued a member thereof 48 years; 
being a zealous contender for the faith, not fearing 


the face of man, nor turning his back in the day of 
battle; but patiently ſuffered impriſonment in New- 


gate ſix or ſeven times, as well as other gaols; one of 
which was before the fire of London, when he was 


obliged to carry his bed out on his back when the 


priſon was burnt; beſides the ſpoiling of goods, which 


he many times ſuffered: and he neither fled in the 


winter, nor on the ſabbath- day, but remained ſtedfaſt 


to the truth to the day of his death. 


He was taken ill at his ſon-in-law's, Jacob 
Forſter's, in Blackman- ſtreet, Southwark. He 


_ endured his illneſs with great patience, being ſenſible 


it was for his end, and teſtified his reſignation b 


| heavenly expreſſions and divine exhortations to all 


who were about him. 
Vor, III. F He 
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He died the th of the fifth month, 1723, and 
was buried in friend's burial ground at Kingſton, 
aged upwards of 82 years. 


— ( — — — 


Some Account of that faithful Miniſter of the 
everlaſting Goſpel, THOMAS RAYLTON, 
found after his deceaſe, in his own hand-writing : 
to which is added, ſome farther Relation of his 
Miniſtry, &c. ſince his Settlement in London, 
taken from the Teſtimony of the Bull and Mouth 
Monthly-meeting concerning him. 


© FT Was born on the 3oth of the fixth month, 
< 1671, at Bowes, in the north part of York- 
© ſhire, and educated in the way of the church of 
England. In the year 1655, being about 14 years 
© of age, and then a ſcholar with one Richard 
Wharton, prieſt of the pariſh, and teacher of a 
free ſchool in Bowes; it providentially happened, 
that by the invitation of Francis Wrightſon, (one 
called a Quaker,) at whoſe houſe a meeting was 
kept, about two miles from the place of my abode, 
my mother went to a meeting there, and took me 
to ride before her; at which meeting were two 
miniſters, namely, John Bowron and George 
Rook, the latter then living in Cumberland, but 
ſince in Ireland, being come to viſit friends there- 
aways, by whoſe powerful miniſtry and lively 
prayery it pleaſed God to open my heart, and to 
let me ſee the vanity of this preſent world, of 
© which, for my ſhort time, I had had ſome ſhare, 
for which I had been often fecretly ſmitten by the 
< juſt witneſs of God in my own heart; yet, for all 
that, I was pretty much a ſtranger to it, and ſo was 
£ not ſenſible from whence it came, until I came ” 
| — : 
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© be affected with the goſpel, which I may ſay, was 
© glad tidings of ſalvation unto me: and from that 
© day, I was joined in heart with thoſe people that 
directed to Chriſt within, the hope of their glory. 
© And 4 I have had many inſtructors in Chriſt 


« ſince, yet J have not many fathers, for the ſaid 
© George Rook, who preached the goſpel of Jeſus 
© Chriſt, was the inſtrument under the Lord for my 
* convincement; for which I bow my knees, and 
© worſhip and thank the Lord for his goodneſs 
© hitherto, . 

© Now, after I was joined with thoſe people, the 
© word of God more powerfully wrought in me, and 
© ſhewed me, that I was to alter the courſe of my 
© converſation ; that was, to leave the corrupt life, 
© and to ſhun evil company; foraſmuch as I was 
© bowed before the Lord, and had given up my name 
© to ſerve him; I then ſaw I muſt walk in the narrow 
© way, and leave the vain compliments, the putting 
© off the hat, and bowing the knee to man, &c. 
© Upon which I was ſoon taken notice of, and com- 
© plaint made to my mother, of my negleCting to 
© conform to theſe things, by the brielk my then 
© maſter, who was moved at my behaviour, and 1 
© ſuppoſe, intended at that time to have uſed the 
© rod, and having made preparation, called me to 
© him, and ſaid, I heard to-day that thou wenteſt by 
© Mr. Bounſkell, and didſt not put off thy hat, and 
© bid good-morrow ; adding, What is thy reaſon 
© for ſo doing? Whether is it pride or religion? — 
© Upon which I told him it was not pride : then, faid 
© he, it muſt be religion; and if ſo, thou muſt not 
© be whipped; and ſo laid down the rod: but, ſaid 
© he, if for religion, let me know why thou. refuſedſt, 


and give me ſome precedent. So ] told him I had 


© been reading in the Revelations, and there I found 
© that an angel ſhewed John many things, and that 
John faid, When I had heard and ſeen, I fell 

E 2 | « down 
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down to worſhip the angel that ſhewed me thoſe 
things;“ but the angel ſaid, « See thou do it not, 
for I am of thy fellow-ſervants, and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which keep the ſayings 
of this book: worſhip God.” And for this I 
told him I refuſed to do it unto men. But he en- 
deavoured to perſuade me, that what he requeſted of 
me, was no more than a civit reſpect between man 
and man ; and from thence he thought I might the 
better conform to it; and to make me the more 
willing to believe it was no worſhip, but reſpect, he 
turned me to the place of the children of Heth and 
Abraham's bowing to each other, and alſo pro- 
ceeded to ſhew me ſomething of the like kind 


among the children of Iſrael, in the time of Moſes 
and Joſhua; but all theſe were to no purpoſe to 


me, for my eye was open to ſee a more glorious 


diſpenſation than that of Moſes, yea or the pro- 


phets : for though they were good men, and that 


by the ſpirit of Chriſt in them, they did foretell 


the coming of Chriſt, and of his ſufferings; yet 770 
did not live to ſee thoſe things come to paſs, whic 
they had ſpoken of: ſo that he had no force in his 


argument to make me uſe thoſe things, which might 


be uſed among the fathers, and alſo after the law. 


And ſince the New Teſtament is ſilent, and gives 


no account of either Chriſt or his apoſtles being 


in the practice of bowing, I did not ſee why either 
knee or hat ſhould be expected of me; for as for 


the latter, I have no account at all, therefore I 
ſtood to 'my principle, and kept to the light and 


underſtanding the Lord had given me through 


Teſus Chriſt my Saviour, who then was come to 


my houſe in ſpirit, and had brought ſalvation with 


him. | 

That day, I faid to one of my ſchool-fellows, 
that what my maſter had ſhewn to. me, was but out 
of the law, and not of the goſpel, which he told 


© my 
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my maſter, and I had a quiet day: it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that this was but the beginning of farther 
exerciſe; for after this, whether for grief which he 
was then in, (being in all probability likely to part 
with one from his flock, over which he might look 
upon himſelf to be paſtor,) or from the perſuaſion 
of my parents, he began to be more ſevere, and 
told me, that unleſs I would make congtees to him, 
(as he called them) he would teach me no longer ; 
although I muſt confeſs, I would gladly have 
learned a little more ; yet, perceiving it muſt be 
in a way I ſaw TI muſt deny and bear teſtimony 
againſt, I forſook the ſchool at that time, and went 
home to my father's houſe, and told my mother the 
occaſion of my coming, and although the took me 
to the firſt meeting but a few weeks before, yet ſhe 
now repented it, and would not hear of my ſuffer- 
ing by my maſter, ſo as to give me any relief; 
upon which I left the houſe for a while. But J 
think I may ſay the arm of the Lord wrought for 
me; for my maſter preſently ſent word to my mo- 
ther, That he had done what was in his power to 
perſuade me to be eonformable, but he ſaw it would 
not do, therefore deſired her to ſend me to ſchool 
again, and faid he would leave me to my liberty 
about religion. The tidings being brought to me, 
as I was alone under a hedge, where I was retired, 
not then knowing what would become of me, who 
had both left the ſchool; and knew not with whom 
to lodge; but whilſt I was in this condition, the 
tidings brought to me I received gladly, and went 
to ſchool again, and found it pretty much as had 


been told me: and thus the Lord pleaded my 


innocent caufe ; unto whom be glory aſcribed for 
. —_ | | 
Thus far I was got on my way, and was ſtill to 
go farther. mW parents had taught us from our 
childhood, to aſk of them to pray to God to bleſs 
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us, and though it 1s true, there is not an evil in the 
thing itſelf, yet the bringing of it into fuch a form, 
as to uſe it every night and morning, this alſo I 

found was m lace to leave off, at which they 
were much oftended, and began. to beat me into a 
© compliance with them, but that would not do, for 
© I had read that ſaying of our Lord, Whoſoever, 
« loves father or mother more than me, is not 
« worthy of me:“ ſo that in an holy reſolution I 

went on, not much doubting but the Lord would 
© help me over that as he had over other things be- 
© fore: —the courſe I took, after much threatening, 
and ſeveral beatings upon the above ſubject, was 
this 3 I left my father's houſe, and was kept pri- 

© vately for about fifteen days, (as Moſes by the good 
< providence of God, and care of his ſiſter, who. 
© watched” to ſee what would become of him, was 

© ordered to his mother again. to be his nurſe, 2 
« providence to be commemorated) ſo was I watched 

© over by ſome- of thoſe people, unto whom I was 
joined in fellowſhip, and by them invited to come 
to one of their meetings, being then remote from. 
© it, yet at their requeſt I went: for meetings were 
© precious unto me, for I had been but at about two 

© meetings from that of the firſt, which was about 
three quarters of: a year before; a good meeting 
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this alſo. was to me; and after the meeting, ſome 
of the friends undertook to go and offer me to my 
father again; ſo I went along with them, and 
coming there, they told my father. it was their 
defire that he would take me home again, as I was 
his ſon; and if he would not accept of me as a ſon, 
then as a ſervant. into his houſe ; but if he would: 
not as neither, then, ſaid they, he muſt become our 
care, foraſmuch as he is become one of us. — This 
ptopolition took ſuch place with my parents, that 
the friends were thanked for the care they had over 
me: and thus I was brought home again, and had. 
© free 
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© free acceſs to their preſence morning and evening, 
without inſiſting on the aforementioned ceremony; 
vet they were loath one of their children ſhould leave 
© their religion, and decline going to church, as they 
called it. After this, for about ſeven weeks, I 
© lived with them at peace, and went to meetin 
with their knowledge; and at the end of that time, 
© being the 3oth of the fourth month, 1686, I went 
_ © apprentice to a friend in the county of Durham, by 
© the approbation of my parents, being conducted 
© thither by my father. And thus my freedom was 
brought about, ſo that J might well, with ſome of 
© old, {ing unto the Lord, and ſay, © He had delivered 
« me from the noiſe of the archers, in the places of 
drawing water.“ 
© Now, in the time of my ſeven, years appren- 
© ticeſhip, to a laborious trade, being a blackſmith, 
© at leiſure times I often read the Scriptures of the 
© Old and New Teſtament, in which I found great 
benefit, being often broken into many tears when I 
© read, and. eſpecially when I met with places that 
© mentioned the — of God to ſinners, and their 
© return to his call, in order for their converſion 
© and ſalvation; and my delight was in reading ſome 
© places of the prophets, which propheſied of the 
© coming of the Juſt One, and of the work of 
< reſtoration that he would bring to paſs; and 
although. I have faid I delighted in thoſe things, 
yet the crown of my _—_— was, That I was 
counted worthy to know this bleſſed work begun; 
and I did not only read in private, but in the family 
© we uſed to read much by candle-light, my maſter 
© and miſtreſs allowing it,. and were in. the practice 
thereof themſelves, being honeſt friends, that feared 
God, with all their children, whb were dutiful to 
© their parents, and kept very much dut of the evil 
© communication of the world, ſo that we were a 
6 comfort one to another, as we kept to that Wien 
a F I Was. 
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® was good; and when I have been alone at my 
© work, the Lord did very often comfort me with his 
© holy Spirit, and gave me a fight, that he would give 
< me a diſpenfation of the goſpel to preach : and for 
© ſeven years the word of the "ooh was often very 
© powerful in my heart, not only to the fitting of me 
© for ſo great a work, but growing upon me, to the 
© affecting of my heart: Sinks thoſe years, living 
© breathings often ran through me to the Lord, that 
© he would preſerve me in his fear. 

© After I had ſerved out the full time of my ap- 
« prenticeſhip, I went to the place of my birth, and 
© there followed my trade about a year, but it was 


not long until the Lord brought that which I had 


© ſeen before more near, viz. The work of the 


© miniſtry; and the nearer.it came to me, I ſtill ſaw 


« the more need to be weighty and ſolid, and much 
< inward in ſpirit, often filled with the word of life, 
« ſo that I could ſcarcely hold my peace in the aſſem- 
© blies of the people of God; yet much inward and 
« ſtill, often remembering the building of Solomon's 


| © temple, where there was not the ſound of an ham- 


© mer or iron tool: and in this quietneſs in meetings, 
I] was greatly refreſhed and filled with inward joy to 
« the Lord, but could not yet utter by words what I 
«© felt. For indeed, as the miniſtry is a great work, 
© it made me the more cautious how I entered into. 
c it, remembering it was not approved, that one of 
4 old laid hold of the ark when it was ſhaken. 

© Now by all this experience and carefulneſs, I 


© found it ſafe not to appear in the miniſtry, until I 


© was fully ſatisfied of the Lord's requirings therein, 


-< although the Lord had been often with me from 


© meeting to meeting, and in his viſitations, left his 


© holy dew upon my ſpirit; and thus was I filled 


© with the odour of his good ointment, with which 

© I was anointed to. preach the goſpel; and thus I was 

led inte the miniſtry. _ e 

8 | © About 
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About the 3oth of the tenth month, 1695, being 


'in a meeting at the houſe of John Bowron, in 
Cotherſtone, after a little time, my ſoul was divinely 
touched with the power of God, and his word was 
again in my heart, as a burning fire in my bones, 
and I could then no longer contain, my tongue 
being looſed, my mouth was opened to ſpeak of the 
Lord unto his people in that meeting. I cannot 
but obſerve one thing, and that was the holy ſilence 
which was in the fore part of that meeting, before 
my mouth was opened, although there were ſeveral 
there that had publick teſtimonies, yet that power 
by which I was opened, bound them to ſilence, but 

after I had ſpoke what I then delivered, there ſtood 
up a friend, and was like one that had a ſeal to ſet 
to the words I had ſpoken: as I grew in teſtimony, 
© a concern came into my mind, to viſit friends in 
© Cumberland, where after ſome time I went, and 
© was kindly received by them, and was at moſt of 
© their meetings, if not all. | 


+» 


R WM K a K „ «„ „„ «„ „ «%! 


© T. RANLLITON.“ 


This our dear friend Thomas Raylton, after he 
had travelled much in the ſervice of the truth, ſettled 
in London about the year 1705, where he was very 
ſerviceable and edifying in his miniſtry, ſound in his 
doctrine, mighty in the holy Scriptures, zealous for 
the truth, and a faithful reprover of any undue liberty 
in the profeſſors of it. i 
He was many years attended with infirmity of 
body ; but being fervent 'in ſpirit, was ſtrengthened 
in the work of the miniſtry beyond expeQation ; fa 
that he bore his teſtimony to the truth at times, in the 
meetings of friends, not only in London, but in moſt 
counties of England : and the year before his death, 
in much bodily weakneſs, took a journey from _ 
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don, and viſited the brethren in his native county, 
to their mutual comfort, and returned home well 
ſatisfied in his ſervice there. 

In his laſt ſickneſs, which took him about the be- 
ginning of the ninth month, 1723, he bore the ex- 
tremity of his pain with great patience and reſigna- 
tion ; having ſome time before ſignified a ſenſe of 
his approaching departure, ſaying, * My day's work 
is nigh finiſhed.” A few days before his death, he 


told a friend, That he had ſettled his affairs, being 


c ſatished that his departure was at hand ;* addin 
in a ſenſible and humble manner, doubtleſs, it will 
© be a glorious change to me.” 

To his wife he thus expreſſed himſelf; My dear, 


© be eaſy, let me go, and rejoice when I am gone to 
© ſo great ſalvation.” 


He departed this life in peace, and full aſſurance 
of future happineſs, at two in the morning, the 6th. 
of the tenth month, 1723, in the 53d year of his 
age, and was decently buried on the gth, in friend's. 


burying-ground, near Bunhill-fields. 


m—_—______ 


OSEPH W HALLY, ſon of Joſeph Whally, 
and Hannah his wife, of Southfield in Lancaſhire, 
About three or four months before this young man 
died, being under ſome affliftion of body „he often 


deſired his mother to keep him company, ſaying, 


© Come mother keep. me company, and let us wait 
© alittle together.” She at one time aſked him, what 
he thought of himſelf as to his inward condition : 
after a little pauſe, he anſwered and ſaid, I fear I 


© have not been ſo careful at times as I ought to 


© have been, but when I have had good meetings, 
© and opportunities of profit I have been too 


© apt. to grow into forgetfulneſs again, by joinin 
* 2% wit 
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© with ſome of my companions in laughter and jeſt- 
ing; but I hope, if it pleaſe God to reſtore me to 
< my former health again, and lengthen out my day 
© a little longer, I ſhall be more careful for the fu- 
© ture; for I believe that it is his will and plezlure 
< thus to afMict me for my good, that I may renem- 


© ber my ways; for I believe, if I had anſwered 


© the end of my creation, I ſhould have been a 
plant to have glorified God in my day, and [I 
© hope that I may in ſome meaſure anſwer it one 
© way or other, before he takes me out of the 
world.“ On the 21ſt of the fourth month, he be- 
gan to bleed at the noſe, and notwithſtan ing all the 
means uſed to ſtop it, by men of ſkill, it all proved 
ineffectual ; and in about three days after, finding 
himſelf pretty far ſpent, and ſeeing ſome of his 
friends and near relations, and particularly his mo- 
ther, in a great concern for him, he 0 himſelf 


after this manner: I deſire you to be eaſy; and 


« mother, I deſire thee to be eaſy and not to weep, 


for I hope it will be well with me.“ Then turn- 


ing himſelf to the young people preſent, he ſaid, 


© You ſee that I am a dying man, I deſire you may 


take warning by me to remember your latter end, 
© ſeeing you know not how ſoon it may be your turn 
* to be in this condition.“ Then taking his brother 


by the hand, he ſaid, © I defire thee to be a good boy, 


and not be ſtubborn, but be guided by thy mother, 
© and then it will be well for thee when thou comeſt 
„to a dying hour, which I am drawing towards; 
© thou muſt come to me, if thou be a good lad, but 
© I muſt not return to thee; and this I leave with 
© thee as a charge, for I deſire thy welfare as for my 
© own ſoul.“ Then he wanted to ſee his couſin 
William Fielden, and ſhewed a concern to ſpeak 

to him by way of advice and warning; but he 


not being in fight, he ſignified, that © though he 


* ſhould warn, and his warning be neglected, yet he 
© ſhould 
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© ſhould be clear, and their blood wonld be upon 
© their own heads;” referring to Ezekiel the prophet, 
He further ſaid, © as for our friend John Ecroyd, 
if I die I would have him be eaſy, for I am ſatis- 
© fied he hath uſed his endeavour;' he alſo ſignified, 
© that he believed there had been endeavours uſed 
© ſuſficient, if the Lord ſaw meet to reſtore him to 
© health again; but,” ſaid he, when the Lord calls, 
< who can withſtand.* His father aſked him whether 
he was eaſy as to himſelf, and could be free to die and 
leave them; he anſwered, © I am eaſy in my mind, 
and have no diſturbance, which is to me a ſign 
<. that an inheritance is provided for me.“ A neigh- 
bour-being preſent, replied, it is. ſo. His father aſk- 
ing further, whether he had any thing upon his mind 
to ſay to him; © I have nothing,“ ſaid he, © in com- 
© miſion, but that thou walkeſt anſwerable to the 
light which God has given thee. Remember my 
© love to friends, for my love is toall.* He requeſted 
that thoſe preſent might ſtay with him, until it might 
pleaſe the Lord to call him, * that,* ſaid he, © they 
© may ſee the end; for I hope I ſhall be no bad 
example.“ Then he deſired to ſee ſome relations, 
and two publick friends belonging to the meeting, 
who being ſent for, one came; and when he ſaw 


him, he ſaid, © Thou haſt done well to come to ſee + 


© me;* the friend anſwered, I am ſorry to ſee thee 
< thus ;* but he replied, © I hope thou needeſt not be 
« ſorry in one ſenſe: the other friend being abſent 
at a burial, came not till near his end, when he was 


concerned to pray by him. A little before his de- 


parture, he defired that all the young people in the 
neighbourhood, and his relations, eſpecially the 


youth, might be invited to his burial; © for,” ſaid 


1e, © may be it may prove an inducement to them, 


through me, to remember their latter end.“ A 


little before he finiſhed his race, a friend that fat near 


him 
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him. thought. ſhe heard him, with a low voice ſay, 


© Praiſes, praiſes ;* which were the laſt words he 
ſpoke; and in a little time, after he departed this life 
as if he had fallen afleep, and it is to be hoped irt 
peace with the Lord; the 25th of the fourth month, 
1724, in the 20th year of his age. WY 


HOMAS WIGHT, of Cork in Ireland, 
was. taken ill the 13th of the ninth month, 
1724, with a cold, which continued, though not 
violent, about three weeks, part of which time 
he ſeemed to amend ſo as to get down ſtairs, and 


| ſettle his outward affairs. After which, finding him- 


ſelf growing weaker gradually, he took to his cham- 


ber, and on the day whereon the men's meeting 


was held, he looked into the meeting books, and in 
a ſolid manner ſaid to his fon Joſhua, © There will 
© want ſome friend to write, or be clerk for friends 
© about truth's affairs; there are ſuch and ſuch that 
£ are qualified; it is too much for one. Indeed I have 
wrote a great deal in my time, and I have thought 
many times, if I had not been divinely ſupported, 
and borne up under it, I ſhould have fainted long 
ago. When TI began firſt, I was but feeble, but 
the concern grew upon me, and I took it with 
alacrity: I own it took up my mind and thought 
ſo, that J was as a ſtranger to the world and out- 
ward buſineſs.” he: 3 . 
| To his grandſon T. G. that came to take his leave 
of him, being about to go over to London, he gave 
good advice and counſel, 8 to regard truth, 
and admoniſhed him to beware of hurtful converſa- 
tion, and keep out of ſuperfluity, and the vain faſhions 
of the world, and not to ſtrike hands, or join with 
Auch as took an undue liberty in divers reſpects; add- 
Vor. III. G : ing; 
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ing, © Shun not the croſs, but love it, and be not 
© aſhamed of it ;* with more to the fame effect. 
Divers friends came to viſit him, to whom he ſhewed 
much cheerfulneſs, and expreſſed his reſignation to 
the will of God. The latter end of the month, 
being the Province meeting, he apparently grew 
weaker, and divers friends out of the country, and 
alſo of the city, came to viſit him, to whom he ex- 
preſſed in great tenderneſs of ſpirit, the goodneſs of 
God to him under his bodily weakneſs, and“ that 
© it was well for him he had not at that time the 
© work of ſalvation to do, but that he had the evi- 
© dence of its being ſealed to him.“ Afterwards he 
. ſent for his grandchildren, to whom, in great bro- 
kenneſs, he gave tender advice and counſel, to fear 
the Lord, and be dutiful to their parents, and in much 
plainneſs cautioned them to beware of the vain 
© faſhions, and hurtful converſation of the world; 
and expreſſed with ſorrow and mourning, that there 
© was too much height and grandeur got into, and 
© lived in, in many friends families.“ When he had 
ſpoken and cleared his mind to his children, and 
_ grandchildren, he took leave of them, and deſired to 
be kept quiet and ſtill, and ſo lay for ſome time, as 
if he was near expiring, but he revived: and under- 
ſtanding that divers friends were not gone home from 
the P:ovince meeting, he ſaid, I have continued 
© longer than I expected, and I believe they have 
c ſtaid longer in town on my account;* ſo deſired 
ſome of them might be told, that he would willingly 
have one opportunity more with them;' who being 
. acquainted with it, readily came being the 4th of the 
tenth month} and had a ſeaſonable time with him; 
' firſt in a ſolid and ſilent waiting upon the Lord to- 
_ gether by his bedſide, and afterwards in ſome ſerious 
converſation, and concluded in prayer and ſupplica- 
tion to their mutual comfort and ſatisfaction : after 
Which he ſaid, © Friends, we read that Jacob mw 
4 4 <. a 
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© the Lord was in this place and I knew it not; but 
we can ſay, the Lord is here and we know it, or 
© are ſenſible of it, glory to his name for ever.” 
After which, growing gradually weaker, he lay in a 
ſweet tender frame of mind, and ſo continued to the 
gth of the tenth month, 1724; on which day he 
died in the 84th year of his age. | 


(c Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
« for the end of that man is peace.“ 88 


gummy 


"ANNAH PHILIPS, wife of John Philips, 

of the city of Limerick in Ireland, was a wo- 

man of an exemplary life, and innocent converſation, 
of few words, and a retired mind; having a due re- 
ard to the gift of God in her own heart, whereby 
became a prepared veſſel for the Lord's uſe, and 

for ſome time before her death, the Lord was pleaſed 
to concern her, in bearing a teſtimony for his name 
and truth in publick meetings, to the comfort and 
edification of friends; and being often. viſited by 
them' in the time of her illneſs, though brought very 
low and weak of body, ſhe was ſtrong in the Lord, 
and frequent in prayer and ſupplication unto him, 
She alſo uttered ſeveral pious and affecting expreſ- 
ſions, ſaying at one time, I am very weak in body, 
« but lik is here;' which was manifeſtly felt to. the 
bowing of the hearts of many preſent. At another 
time ſome friends being in her chamber waiting upon. 
the Lord, ſhe ſaid, © The Lord is good to Iſrael, but 
more eſpecially to the upright in heart; I have la- 
© boured that my heart might be fo before him}? and 
ſo went on in great ſweetneſs, praiſing the Lord for 
his goodneſs towards her, Aich was largely mani 
feſted at that time. About a day or two * 91 
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died, ſeveral friends being preſent, ſhe ſaid, 0 My 


© dear friends, my love is with you, but I cannot 
© now ſay much, by reaſon of weakneſs, I deſire the 


© Lord may be with you, and prepare you for ſuch 


© a time as this.” She was alſo concerned in prayer, 
for her family and offspring; and ſo continued in 
much ſweetneſs of ſpirit to the laſt, departing in 
great peace, and full aſſurance of ee reſt, the 
T4th of the eleventh month, 1724, and was buried 
in friends burying-ground the 17th of the ſame, 
aged about 44 years, and a miniſter near two years. 


1 ———ñ __ 

FAEORGE CHALKLEY the elder, was born 
of religious parents at Kempton, near Hitch- 
in in Hertfordſhire; (his father's name Thomas 
Chalkley) they were by profeſſion of the church of 
England, and zealous in their way: they had four ſons 
and three daughters; he being the third ſon, was 
convinced very young at a meeting by the Chace Side 


near Winchmorehill, through the powerful miniſtry 
of William Brend, an eminent inſtrument in the 


Lord's hand in that day, who was opened in the 


words of the preacher, Eccleſ. xi. g. Rejoice O 


« young man in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
« thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
« ways of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes : 


ee but know that for all theſe things God will bring 


« thee into judgment.” Upon which ſubject the 


friend ſpoke ſo home to his ſtate and condition, that 


He was convinced, and two others of his companions 
reached, with whom he was walking in the fields, 
having religious converſation together, and were 
providentially directed to the meeting, by obſerving 
ſome friends going, whom they followed thither. One 
of his two companions was Samuel Hodges, bf 
9 | live 
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lived and died a faithful friend, at whoſe houſe in 
ſucceeding time a meeting was ſettled, and is there 
continued, viz. at Mims, to this day. George wag: 
the firſt of the family who received the truth, after 
which his father and mother were convinced, and the 
reſt of his brothers and ſiſters, who lived and died 
honeſt friends, except the eldeſt, who was a ſober: 
man, and continued of the perſuaſion. of the church: 
of England, and died young. It was not long after 
their convincement, when he and his two com- 
panioas aforeſaid met with a trial of: their faith and 
patience ; for being taken at a: meeting together, 
they were all three committed to New-priſon in 
Whitechapel, where having continued priſoners ſome: 
time, the magiſtrates obſerving their Chriſtian cou- 
rage and innocency,. and being. touched with ten- 
derneſs towards them, conſidering their youth, diſ- 
charged them. About the 25th. year of his age he 
married Rebecca Harding, the widow of Nathaniel 

Harding, a friend, who died under the ſentence of 
baniſhment. He met with great difappointments in 
his early days, but through the Lord's goodneſs. 
was preſerved through; and over them all. He was, 
though: low in: the world, an eminent example of 
patience and refignation ;: and induſtriouſly laboured: 
with his hands for. the. ſupport of his family andi 
conſcientious diſcharge of all. his engagements, ſa» 
that it may be juftly ſaid of him, that he was care 
ful to owe to no man any thing but love. And 
farther, was very exemplary in keeping conſtant. to · 
meetings, though in: times of hot perſecution; for 
when friends were perſecuted on the account of 
their religious meetings, about the years 1680 ta 
1684; he conſtantly attended meetings; and: though. 
he was ſometimes concerned to ſpeak a few.words: 
by way of. exhortation to friends,, when they. were 
kept out of their: meeting-houſes in the ſtreets, to 
Rand faithful. ta the truth., and to teſtify; of the he wy 2008 
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comfort and ſatisfaction that thoſe who truly waited 
on the Lord enjoyed, notwithſtanding their deep ſuf- 
ferings ; yet it pleaſed the Lord by his good provi- 
dence ſo to preſerve him, that he did not ſuffer im- 
priſonment, though the informers were buſy in that 
time of perſecution. When he was about Co years 
of age, he had a concern on his mind to viſit friends 
and meetings in the north of England, and other parts 
of the nation; and in the 75th year of his age tra- 
velled to Cheſter, and from thence went over into 
Ireland, in company of James Bates, a friend of the 
miniſtry from Virginia, in the ſervice of truth: in 
all which places he had good ſervice, and ſatisfaction, 
and was well received of friends. In his old age he 
was attended with great exerciſes and weakneſs by 
lameneſs; yet his activity was remarkable, for he 
would ſo far exert his ſtrength, as often to reach as far 
as Devonſhire-houſe, and Bull and Mouth meetings, 
and ſometimes to the Workhouſe meeting, from 
Southwark, where he lived; but his weakneſs in- 
creaſing, and being taken with a violent pain in his 
ſide, which when his cough took him, with which 


he was often troubled, was very great. 


He continued all the time of his illneſs in a pa- 
tient and reſigned frame. On firſt-day in the after- 


Noon he took to his bed, and that evening being the 


Gth- of the firſt month, after the meeting at Horſly- 


down, the day before his death, ſeveral friends came 


to viſit him, who finding him very weak, after a little 


Ray, went to take their leave of him, whom he de- 
fired to fit down; and after ſome time of ſilence, he 


brake forth in an intelligible and lively manner to 
this effect: We have no continuing city here, but 
© ſeek one to come which hath foundations, whoſe 
4 builder and maker is God. Friends, that we 
© may all labour to be prepared for our laſt and 
« great change, that when this earthly tabernacle 
a ſhall be diſſolved, we may have a babitation gr 
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© the Lord, a building not made with hands, eternal 
© in the heavens. And that it may be thus, the 
Lord hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good, to 
© do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 6s 

God. I do not expect but this will be the la 
night I ſhall have in this world, and deſire it may 
be remembered as the words of a dying man; that 
we- may labour to be clothed upon with our houſe 
© that is from heaven; fo that when that hour comes, 
© we may have nothing to do but die.“ About one 
or two in the morning the ſecond-day following, 
he began to change, and deſired to ſee his ſon 
George, who with his ſon-in-law Samuel Thornton 
coming to ſee him, found him very low; and he ex- 
pecting his end quickly to approach, ſaid, He was 
© waiting for his change :* they ſitting by his bedſide 
with the nurſe, his houſekeeper, and man, about the 
fourth hour in the morning, he prayed fervently after 
this manner: Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant de- 
© part in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, 
© which thou haſt prepared before the face of all 
© people ; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be 
© the glory of thy people Iſrael. And now, Lord, be 
with thy people and ſervants, and preſerve my near 

© and dear relations and acquaintance, and keep 
© them from the ſnares and temptations of the ene- 
my, in thy truth, that they. may, fear thy great 
c name.“ After a little time of ſilence, he deſired 
his ſon George to © remember his dear love in Chriſt 
< Jeſus to his dear brother, and all friends; my old 
© friends,” ſaid he, and acquaintance.? About the 

eleventh hour in the morning, he inquired how the 
; tide was, which no body. then preſent could exactly 

tell; ſoon after, he aſked again; his man then went 
out to ſee, and told him it would be high water about 
three in the afternoon; he then lay ſtill a while as 
if conſidering, and ſpake cheerfully out aloud, fo that 

all in the room might hear, I ſhall go off 3 
el | 4 five.“ 
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© five,” His man aſked him, © Maſter, how doſt thou 
© know?” to which he anſwered, © Know, I do not 
© know, but I believe it.” The apothecary coming 
to ſee him, ordered him a comfortable drink, which 
he drank willingly, and then ſaid, I do not think. 
eto drink any more in this world, but I hope I ſhall: 
© drink plentifully of the river of life.” Then draw-- 
ing on near his end, having ordered a cord to be- 
faſtened, by which he raiſed himſelf up as long as: 
he had any ſtrength left in his hands ; and when his; 
hands failed him, and his ſhoulders and head,. with: 
which he laſt raiſed himſelf he ſpoke very low, and: 
faultered, yet ſo as he could be underſtood, © Now- 
© I am a going.“ And about an hour after, lying 
all that while ſtill, without either ſigh, groan, or. ſob, 
departed this life as in a ſlumber, in ſweet peace, 
Juſt as the clock went five, as he had foretold; who 
as he lived, fo he died like a lamb, on the 7th of the 
firſt month, 1725, in the 84th: year of his age,, 
leaving the ſucceeding generation a good example. 

On the ſixth day following, being the I 1th Gay! 
of the month, the time appointed for his funeral, 
his body was accompanied by his relations, who 
were many, from his own: houſe, to friends meet-- 
ing-houſe, Horſlydown, where was a very large com- 
pany of friends and neighbours, amongſt whom he: 
was well beloyed, . and ſeveral. living teſtimonies 
borne to the innocent and exemplary. life and honeſt. 
zeal of this our deceaſed friend: his corpſe was ac 
eompanied from thence: to the grave, at friends 
burial: ground. in Bermondſey, Southwark, and there: 
interred with a farther teſtimony to his exemplary 
life and converſation, and ſervices for. that holy truth 
he made profeſſion of. 
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HOMAS BUS BEL, of Banbury, in Oxford- 

ſhire, whom the Lord endued with the know- 
ledge of the truth in his youthful days, (to which, 
through the operation of his holy ſpirit, he was made 
willing to give up in faithful ohedienes) in the time 
of his laſt illneſs, through the renewed viſitations, 
and freſh influences of divine love, dropped many 
precious and comfortable expreſſions. 

In a ſhort time his diſtemper increaſed, ſo as to 
confine him to the houſe; and on a firſt- day ſome 
friends came to viſit him, and ſitting together in a 
weighty frame of mind, he ſaid, © If it pleaſe the 
© Lord to take me away by this neſs, I am not 
afraid to die, bleſſed be the name of the Lord my 
© God, whom I have loved and ſerved from my 
| 53 2 years, and now in this low condition, he 

© has not forſaken me; all glory and honour be 
given to him, and the Lamb that fits with him on 
the throne, world without end; though I have near 
and dear things to leave behind me, as wife and 
children, to whom I would have been as a ſhepherd 
a little longer, if the Lord had ſeen meet, but his 
will be done; I ſhall leave and commit them to 
him, who hath been as a tender father to me from 
© the time that he firſt viſited my ſoul, unto this 
© day: oh! what ſhall I ſay of his goodneſs and. 
© matchleſs love! At another time, to a friend that 
came to viſit him, after having ſpoken of the love 
and goodneſs of the Lord to him in the time of his 
youth, in turning his feet from the paths of vanity 
into the narrow way that leads to eternal reſt, he 
faid, Oh!] that our young friends, who are growing 
8 © up, would come to ſeek the Lord in their early 

years, he would be aſſuredly found of them; my 
© ſoul is a witneſs of what I now ſpeak. When I 
© was but a lad, and had ſecret defires after him, 
70 inſomuch that I thought I could be: content ta 
© mourn 
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mourn out my days in a cave of the earth, ſo that 
I might have an aſſurance of a dwelling with him, 
when time here ſhould be no more; fo ſtrong were 
the deſires that the Lord had raiſed in me, that 
nothing ſhort of this would ſatisfy, which cauſed 
me many times, I might ſay years, to go mourning 
and ſeeking the Lord, till at length he was pleaſed to 
appear by his inſpeaking word in the ſecret of my 
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© good his promiſe; yea, he has done more for me, 
© both inwardly and outwardly, than at any time ever 
© entered my heart to defire or expect ; the which 
© cauſes adoration and praiſes to aſcend from me, who. 
© am but as a worm before him.* At another time, 
being as it were overcome by the love of God, and 
in a tender frame of mind, he ſaid, One dram of 
< my Father's love is better than all the doctor's 
© cordials; oh! it is this that ſupports my drooping 
< ſpirits ; I thank thee, O Father, that tnou haſt not 
© forgotten me in this low condition.“ Speaking to 
ſome young friends that came to viſit him, ſome of 
his expreſſions were theſe : © Keep in the narrow 
© way, ſpoken of by our Saviour Chriſt, in what- 
© ſoever company you may be; and keep to an in- 
© ward exerciſe of mind, and to the teaching of the 
© holy ſpirit in yourſelves, that you may be thereby 


© prepared, and ready for whatſoever work and ſervice 


© the Lord may be pleaſed to call you to; for he worketh 
© in whom he pleaſeth, and how he pleaſeth; time wi:l 
„fail, and ſtrength will fail, therefore improve your 
© time, and prepare yourſelves while ye have time. My 
© dear friends, my love is to you, and remember my love: 
© to friends, for I ſhall depart hence ere it be long; 
© bleſſed be the Lord, I am ſtrengthened in ſpirit 
© beyond what I expected.* Some friends of Ireland, 


in their journey to the yearly- meeting at London, 


gave him a viſit, and the Lord was pleaſed to favour 


heart, ſaying, ** Thou art mine, wait thou on me, 
« and I will protect thee.” Oh! how has he made 
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them, a little before they took leave of him, with 
ſuch a degree of divine {weetnefs and harmony upon 
their ſpirits, by which they were ſo reached and 
tendered, that they declared their great comfort and 
ſatisfaction in their vitit, 

At another time, in ſweet compoſure of mind, 


| ſpeaking to his wife, he ſaid, Oh] my dear, what 


© manner of love is this, wherewith the Lord hath 
© loved my foul, that I am as it were overcome there- 
© with; fo that I am ready to hout aloud for joy, 
and to go beyond my itrength, for I ſee no end 
of praiſing him for his many mercies and viſitations 
of love; ſurely it is as a brook by the way, to 
confirm my faith and hope in him, which is as an 
anchor fure and ſtedfaſt, that all tempeſts and con- 
trary winds have never been able to ſhake or over- 
turn, becauſe it was built upon the invincible 
rock, the rock of ages and foundation of all the 
righteous ; my ſoul {hall ſing eternal praifes unto 
it, becauſe I have taſted of the ſtreams that iſſue 
therefrom, at this time, as well as at many other 


times, glory be to God and the Lamb for ever and 
for evermore.“ And ſpeaking of that power where 


the ſoul is renewed and made alive to God; © Oh!” 
ſaid he, © that we may all keep to it; it is this which 
© will give us the victory over the many things that 
© would draw away our minds from him, and from a 


© faithful dependance upon him, my ſoul is a witneſs 
for the pure God, that if we keep to the power, in 
that we are made more than conquerors by him 


© who hath loved us, and ſhed his moſt precious 
© blood for us; though I am weak, and my outward 
© man decays, yet my faith and hope is renewed in 


* him, ſo that I know whoſe I am, and whom I 
| © ſerve, and nothing ſhall be able to pluck me out of 
_ © his hands, for it is by this power I have been upheld 


© to this day; and though the archers have ſhot at 


me, my bow abode in ftrength, ſo that with the 


© patriarch 
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© patriarch I can ſay, the arms of my hands have 
© been made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty God 
© of Jacob, that has preſerved me, - endleſs glory be 
given to him.” "I 
The 25th of the ſeventh month, 1726, a friend, 
who lived at ſome diſtance, came to viſit him, and 
aſking him how he was, he anſwered, © All is well, 
© except the poor body, and that is fore aMicted, but 
© the Lord has graciouſly ſupported me under it, 
© beyond expectation :* and after having been a little 
in ſilence, he broke forth into prayer, and returned 
praiſes to the Lord for his wonderful lovingkindneſs, 
in affording him his comforting preſence in a time 
of great exerciſes, and his ſtrengthening power and 
ſupporting. arm under ſuch great pains and long and 
fore affictions of body, which he was attended 
with. 2712 | . 125 ee 
Some friends that had tarried all night, in the 
morning aſking him how he was, he anſwered, I 
< was in hopes I was going once in the night; I am 
© very deſirous to be releaſed from this great affliction 
of body I am under, if it pleaſe the Lord; but his 
© will be done.“ About two hours after, the friends 
being about to take their leave of him, he, though 
very weak, raiſed himſelf up in the bed, and in the 
aboundings of divine goodneſs ſupplicated the Lord 
to this effect, viz. That the Lord would be pleaſed 
© to ſtrengthen and uphold all the weak, and comfort 
all the afflicted, whether in body or mind; and 
r that the Lord, according to his heavenly will, and 
© divine wiſdom, would raiſe. up a powerful and 
living miniſtry of the young people among friends; 
„ and that he would graciouſly vouchſafe of his 
©:;favour to his people, to endue the preſent miniſtry 
with a larger demonſtration of the ſpirit, ſo that 
© nothing might appear among them but the pure 
© ſtreams and current of life; that thoſe who were 
lately convinced, belonging to Eadon meeting, 
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might be preſerved, and attain to an eſtabliſhment 
in the truth, and perſevere to the end; and that 
the youth among us in general, might be favoured 
with a freſh viſitation of the love of God, to draw 
their affections from the pleaſures and vain faſhions 
of the world, to an earneſt feeking of the Lord, 
and thereby to a poſſeſſion and enjoyment in them- 
ſelves of the power and excellency of truth, which 
will afford them comfort in a time of trouble and 
afflictions, and ſtrength under exerciſes and weak- 
* neſs, and peace in an hour when all the world, and 


Ka „ „ „ „ AAR „„ 


© the glory thereof, will ſtand them in no ſtead.“ 


Towards his end, a friend came to viſit him, and 
ſpeaking of the ſtate of things, and the liberty ſome 


of the profeſſors of truth took to revile the innocent, 


he ſaid, © Dzar friend, be not diſcouraged, though 
< there is darkneſs in Egypt, there is light in Goſhen; 
yea, it is ſuch darkneſs that may be felt; my ſoul 
© hath travailed under the weight of it many times; 
4 and though it is, and hath been fo, the Lord will 
£ have regard to his own feed; he knows who th 


care, and where they are. I could ſay a great dea, 


but am much ſpent, having had a large morning 
$ ſacrifice with ſome of my friends that are gone 
away to-day, Oh! glory to God, do not diſtruſt 
© his goodneſs ; he never fails thoſe who have a true 
© dependance upon him, my ſoul is a living witneſs 
« of it. Although I have been under ſo Tong and 
* ſore affliction of body, yet the enemy has never 
© been ſuffered to tempt me to deſpair, or doubt of 
© my future happineſs.* , F 
He left it as a charge with his family, that noing 
of mourning apparel, or any thing that had the leaſt 
appearance thereof, might be worn on the account of 
him, after his deceaſe. Many more excellent ſayings . . 
which he delivered, worthy of memorial, might have 
been here inſerted for the honeke and encouragement 


Vor- III. had 
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had it been poſſible to have retained them exactly in 
He departed this life the 13th of the eighth 


month, 1726, aged about 60 years, and was. buried 


in friend's burying ground at Eadon in Northampton- 
ſhire, on the 19th. His funeral was attended by a 
large company of friends:and neighbours, 


ANIEL ROBERTS, of Cheſham, in the 

county of Bucks, was born at. Siddington 
near Cirenceſter, in the county of Glouceſter, about 
the year 1656. His father, John Roberts, of the 
fame place, was convinced in the firit breaking forth 
of truth, as profeſſed by us, by that ſervant of Chriſt, 
Richard Farnſworth, of whom ſome. memoirs are 


. extant, This our worthy friend was one, whom in 


his early age, the Lord was pleaſed . to call into his 
vine yard, and committed a diſpenſation of the goſpel 
to him; in the exerciſe of which he was often made 


an inſtrument of edification and comfort, and by his 


labour therein ſome were convinced before his re- 
moval to Cheſham; and he not only had to believe, 
but to ſuffer for his teſtimony, being impriſoned in 


| Glouceſter: caſtle about: two: years, till diſcharged 


about the year 1684. 

After his ſettlement: at Cheſham, great was his 
care to ſhew forth an exemplary converſation in a 
meek and peaceable ſpirit, ſeeking the peace and 
unity of the church; being often opened in tender 
counkl,to_the werd het lech n fr _ againſt 
every; appearance of; evil. In his family a lovin 
huſband, a;tender: father, and a rn Mara 
neighbours he was courteous, and kind; his honeſt 
and innocent converſation. raiſing an honourable 
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In his laſt illneſs he appeared to be in a ſweet 
frame of mind, much to the comfort of ſome friends 
who viſited him, which gave them good cauſe to 
believe he died in peace with the Lord, and is entered 
into reſt, | 

He departed this life the 16th of the twelfth month, 
1726, and was interred in friends burial-ground the 
19th, aged about 70 years. | 


* 
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TNEBORAH WVNN, wife of John Wynn, 
? had a ſober and religious education, and was 
favoured with the viſitation of truth in her you 

years, and by giving up to the manifeſtation thereof, 
me came to experience the work of its power in her 
heart, and by being obedient thereto, attained to a 


degree of ſettlement in the truth hen young, which - - 


prepared her to undergo thoſe trials and exerciſes which 
early began to fall to her lot; for about the 16th year 
of her age her father and mother were both taken up 
and carried priſoners to Vork, for the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience towards God; and ſhe being their 
mw child, the management of their trade and buſi- 
neſs fell under her care, and during their impriſon- 

ment ſhe travelled to Vork, 22 miles, on foot, once 
in two weeks to viſit them, and to carry them what 
money ſhe had got for their ſupport; and being a 
maid ſincere in heart to God, and through his grace 
faithful to the truth, ſhe grew in experience, and 
about the 18th year of her age, ſhe was concerned 
to bear a publiek teſtimony in meetings, to the com- 
fort and edification of friends: ſhe was aſterwards 
married to John Wynn, and they ſettled at Bradford, 
the place of her nativity, and being both miniſters, 
and the meeting in its courſe held at their houſe, 

„ BT - heavy 
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heavy ſufferings fell to their ſhare, in the time of the 
informers, who ſtripped them three ſeveral times of 
all their outward ſubſtance: that was valuable; and 
ſuch was the cruelty of the perſecutors and informers 
in thoſe days, that at one of the times mentioned, ſhe 
was lying- in in child-bed, and they went to take the 
bed from under her, but the neighbouring women 
abhorring the inhumanity of ſuch an attempt, inter- 
rupted their deſign, and would not ſuffer it; but they 
finding a pewter flaggon in the room with caudle in 
it, poured it out, and took the flaggon away, with 
the reſt of the booty. Their avarice being not yet 
ſatisfied, they met her huſband. in the ſtreet as they 
went away, who had been at a neighbouring market, 
and was driving his horſe before him, with the goods on 
his back, and his riding coat upon the pack, all which 
they ſeized, and took away with the reſt of the plun- 
der: fo being deprived of his horſe, pack, and coat, he 
came home, and found his ſhop ſtripped of the goods, 
and his houſe of the furniture, that. he had neither 
chair nor ſtool to fit down upon to reſt him, until 


ſome of his kind neighbours, whom he found there 


bemoaning this unchriſtian uſage, went and brought 
- him in ſome one thing, and. ſome. another, for their 
| preſent uſe, until they could procure furniture of their 
'. own, for their ahve "we accommodation: and after- 


warqds divers of the inhabitants of the town hearing 


of his intention of buying more yours to carry on his 
trade, came to him; and earneſtly intreated him he 
would buy no more, for he might ſee they were re- 
ſolved to ruin him, he told them, He was not at all 
« diſcouraged, he had a little money left, and intended 
do lay it out for goods as far as it would go, and 

if they took them from him alſo, they could have 
no more than all; but he believed they would be 
© limited in the Lord's time:“ which came to paſs 


e Through 


1 


E 


of friends, with many of whom, in her 
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Through all which, with her dear huſband, 'ſhe 
retained ' her integrity, and ſtood faithful to truth's 
teſtimony, ſo that they were favoured of the Lord 
together to ſurmount all the difficulties their great 
ſufferings brought upon them. She was a woman of a 
ſound, judgment, great fincerity, and circumſpection 
in the courſe of her conduct, tender and living in her 
publick miniſtry ; and by her godly and courteous 
converſation, | ſhe gained the love and eſteem of both 
friends and others in the town and country where ſhe 
lived; her heart and houſe were open to receive and 
entertain the meſſengers of Chriſt, who were con- 
cerned to go to and fro to promote piety and virtue, 


and publiſh the goſpel of glad tidings to mankind ; 


and the delighted much in that ſervice, It was my 
lot to marry her only daughter, after which time ſhe 
choſe to live with us to the end of her days, which 
was upwards of 17 years, which ' tended much to 
our ſatisfaction and mutual comfort; ſhe being ac- 
quainted with divers of the firſt publiſhers of the 
goſpel of glad tidings in theſe latter days; her eon- 
verſation was very agreeable and informing : ſhe was 
a loving and affeRionate mother, a faithful friend, 


and endued with wiſdom to give counſel in times df 


greateſt difficulty, having had large experience of the 
dealings of God, and the preſerving power of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: ſhe retained her zeal for truth, and 
coneern for its promotion, and was diligent in at- 
tending meetings, as long as her ability of body to go 
abroad continued. She was confined to the houſe 
the laſt year of her time, growing weak by reaſon bf 
old age, and during that time, ſhe employed herſelf 
much in reading the holy Scriptures, and the writin 


been acquainted; and continued in a ſweet hea 
frame of mind, often expreſſing, in much tenderneſs, 
. 3 quently 


ſne had 
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quently ſaying, © The Lord hath been my ſupport in 


« all my difficulties, and hath preſerved me from 
danger, and his goodneſs is ſtill continued, and I 


© have great cauſe to praiſe him, and {peak well of 


© his name: this ſhe would often repeat, with many 
other weighty and lively expreſſions, ſignifying how 
reſigned ſhe was to the will of God, and deſirous to 
be diſſolved, being duly prepared for that great change. 
About three months before her departure, ſhe was 
confined to her chamber, but ſtill continued in a 
ſenſible frame of mind, and waited patiently for her 
removal, expecting its drawing nigh, although ſhe 
had no diſtemper upon her, but weakneſs through old 
age: her daughter's affection and care was great over 


her both night and day, for fear ſhe ſhould drop off 


ſuddenly (though a nurſe conſtantly attended her) 
whom when ſhe ſaw weep, and under trouble at the 
apprehenſion of parting with her, ſhe would ſend for 
me, and would deſire me to adviſe my wife not to be 
troubled or concerned on her account, for though ſhe 
had no diſtemper, pain, or ſickneſs, ſhe ſaid, + We 
©< muſt not expect ſhe would always continue with 
* us, but would have us give her up freely, ſhe being 
prepared and ready to be received by Jeſus Chrifl 
into eternal felicity.* I told her we were reſigned 
to the will of God, and thankful he had ſo prolonged 
her days, and accounted it a great bleſſing our bei 
_ favoured with her company to that time; ſhe added, 
Tour care over me, and your concern for me, hath 
© been too great in every reſpect, I think, and have 
been often thankful to the Lord, who hath been 
© pleaſed to bleſs me with ſuch loving affectionate 
children; and have been afraid my dear daughter 
would hurt her own health, by caring too much for 
me; the Lord that was the ſtay of my youth, and 


© has'been with me to old age, is ſtill near to com- 
* fort, and will be fo to you when I am gone, and 
145 | | 8 .. -+ bleſs 
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© bleſs and preſerve you to his own honour and your 


peace unto the end;* with much more at divers 
times, too long to relate. She grew gradually weaker, 


yet ſat up moſt days, and could walk over the room 


with a little help : in the evenings, when buſineſs was 
over, we went up and fat down by her, and had 
many comfortable ſeaſons together, for ſhe continued 
in a ſweet frame of mind, and very cheerful and ſen- 
ſible. On the 14th of the ſixth month, 1727, being 
the ſecond day of the week, my dear wife and the 
nurſe took her up, and dreſſed her about ten o'clock 
in the morning, as uſual; and ſhe ſitting in her 


chair, hey perceived ſhe grew very weak, and ſent 


for me; I went up and fat down by her, and taking 
her by the hand aſked her how ſhe was; ſhe an- 
ſwered, © Very weak, child.“ I aſked if ſhe was 


. ſick or faint; ſhe ſaid, No.“ I aſked if the had 
any pain; ſhe faid, No.“ I aſked if ſhe appre- 


hended herſelf. going, ſhe ſaid, © She could not tell, 


© but ſhe was weaker than ever ſhe was before.“ I 


bid her lean her head upon my breaſt, which ſhe did, 


and was quiet for ſome time, as if ſhe had been in a 


. doſe, that we could ſcarce diſcern her breath; and 


her daughter fitting by weeping, ſhe lifted up her 
eyes, and ſaid, How child, weep not for me.” 
1 hen leaning her head on my breaſt again, near the 
middle of the day ſhe paſſed away fo quietly, that we 


| ſcarce knew when ſhe drew her laſt breath. She was 


about 82 years of age, and a miniſter about 64 years. 
I doubt not ſhe is entered into that undiſturbed and 


. glorious reſt, which is prepared for the ſincere and 
- upright hearted followers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


On the 17th day of the month, her body was car- 


. ried from our dwelling-houſe in Clement's-lane to 
the meeting-houſe in Gracechurch-ſtreet, where 
many friends met on that occaſion, and divers living 
teſtimonies were borne to the truth; and after a 


ſolemn 


ſolemn meeting, her corpſe was accompanied by a 
large number of friends to friend's burying- ground. 
near Bunhill-fields, and there decently interred. 


J. B. 


— — — — 


. TOSHUA BROOK, ſon of Richard Brook and 


Martha his wife, of Raw, near Huthersfield in 
' Yorkſhire, was born the 17th of the twelfth month, 
1701, and educated in the way of truth, as profeſſed 
' by the people called Quakers, He was inclinable to 
learning from his childhood, and as he grew to riper 
years, he purſued it with diligence ; when others, 
equal with him in age, were ſpending their time in 
vanity and play, he would often be reading the holy 
Scriptures, and ſome other books, in which he much 
delighted; which was a means of preſerving him 
from the many fooliſh and hurtful vanities youth are 


too much inclinable to. 


But falling into the company of ſome who pre- 
tended to great learning, he was led to be a great 
admirer of it, ſo that his mind was too much taken 
up with it, and diverted from a due regard to the 


inward principle of light and grace in himſelf; but 


afterwards, the manifeſtation of that divine light 


[ſhining clearly in his heart, ſhewed him his neglect 


of minding that inward teacher: then he came to 
ſee he muſt begin to learn anew, and was brought 
under great exerciſe and inward trouble, inſomuch 
that he was ſcarce fit for converſation, but very much 
deſired to be alone; and the company of thoſe who 
had been his companions became unpleaſant to him; 
and continuing in a ſtrict courſe of life, he was ver 
zealous and diligent in going to meetings, and 758 
"retired in them; his care was ſuch, not * 
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that great daty of the publick worſhip of God, that 
long after his infirmity came upon him, which was 
lameneſs, which continued to his end, he would go 
with his ſtaff and crutch to meetings, though obliged 
to reſt by the way; and when he was not able to 
walk, he would ride to meetings, as long as he 
had ſtrength of body to bear it; but his infirmities 
increaſing upon him, he was obliged to ſtay at 
home, and in proceſs of time to keep his bed, when 
many lively and heavenly expreſſions dropped from 


him. After a long and fore affliction, for about four 


years, with his lameneſs, (which began firſt on his 
knee, and broke on-his leg, and afterwards in his 
thigh,) came on a dropſy, which proved mortal. It 
began about ſeven months before his end, and grew 
gradually, until he was very big, and could not lie 
dow in his bed, but fat up in it, not being able to 
turn himſelf without aſſiſtance for about ſeven weeks 
before his departure; and although in the time of his 
long illneſs, his affliction was great and hard to bear, 


yet was much over-balanced by that heavenly love 


and inward refreſhment which he was favoured with; 
his patient conduct, and the many ſeaſonable expreſ- 
ſions that dropped from him under this heavy exerciſe, 
had great influence, and were very affecting to all 


ranks of people that came to viſit him, which were 
many, how lively he was in his ſpirit, and innocent and 


ſweet in his converſation whilſt on his beath bed, it is 


to be hoped will not be forgot by thoſe that viſited 
him. He often gave good advice to the youth, ſay- 
ing, Though you are young, and in the flower of 


< your age, yet think not yourſelves ſecure, you may 


, © ſee an example in me, who was once of as health- 


« ful a conſtitution as moſt of you; how ſoon that 
© over-ruling hand may bring you into the ſame con- 
© dition ye know not:* warning them to give all 


_ diligence to make their calling and election ſure, that 
. when pale death looked them in the face, they might 
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not be ſurpriſed, but being fitly prepared, embrace it 
with rejoicing. 

One firſt day morning, before the meeting, which 
was held at his father's houſe ' that day, his brother 


went to ſee him, and perceiving him dejected in mind, 


aſked him if he was not under ſome exerciſe ;' © Ves, 
faid he, © the Lord is withdrawn from me, ſo that I 
© do not feel that comfort and fatisfaftion as hereto- 


fore. His brother replied, © Be not diſcouraged, 


© the Lord is a merciful God; he may try, but will 
© not leave any that put their truſt in him.“ After 
the meeting was over, many friends went to his bed- 
fide ; and divers lively expreſſions were uttered by 
him, witk which many were reached, and ſome you 

friends, his companions, were tenderly affected: his 
brother going to him, he ſaid, The Lord is come 
again, I have had a fore day of exerciſe, with moft 
© part of laſt night, but now the Lord is returned 
again, for which I bleſs his holy name.“ Some 
young friends tarried with him that night, thinking 
him near his concluſion, having had a fore fit the 
night before (and his ſurviving it not being expected) 


of which he had a return the night following; when 


he felt it coming on, he beckoned to each of them 
with his hand, and they coming near, he took them 
by the hand, one by one, and kiſſed them, taking his 


ſolemn leave of them; and they remained by his bed- 


ſide, expecting his departure; but after ſome time, 


he recovered out of that fainting fit, and looking up, 
ſaid with great reverence and ſedateneſs of mind, I 
thought I had been near the port of eternal reſt, 
© and would gladly have remained there, but I ſee 
my time is prolonged, and for a while I muſt return 
again into this troubleſome world, but God will 
deliver me from all my exerciſes, bleſſed be his 
eternal name;* with much more to the ſame effect. 


At another time, one of his familiar friends coming 


to viſit him, aſked him how he did, he anſwered 0 h 
| ; ; ; | much 


8 
oo 1 8 


83S SNN KT aa 1 


© praiſes for ever and evermore. 


PIETY PROMOTED: og 


much brokenneſs of ſpirit, The Lord will, in his 
© appointed time, cure me of all my maladies, bleſſed 
© be his holy name. At another time he ſaid, © The 
© Lord hath plucked my feet out of the mire and 
clay, and ſet them upon a rock; the Lord hath 


delivered my ſoul from all unrighteouſneſs, there is 


© no. obſtruction in my way; death is no terror to 
© me, it is the moſt pleaſant thing that ever mine 
eyes beheld; I would not, if I might have my health 
© again, remain here: ſometimes ſaying, © I ſee to 


the end of mortality, but I cannot come at it yet. 


Henry Jackſon, a friend that had a great reſpect for 
him in the time of his health, and often viſited him 
in his ſickneſs, to their comfort and inward refreſh- 
ment, a few days before his end, prayed by him; 
after which he faid in much tenderneſs to this 
effect: My work is almoſt done, I am going 
© to: the patriarchs, prophets, and apoſtles, to ſing 
© hallelujahs and praiſes for ever and evermore. 
Henry ſaid, as he was coming to viſit him, it 
ſeemed; to him as though the. holy angels of God 
were waiting to receive the word of command to 
conduct his ſoul into the manſions of glory, and 
that he would have wiſhed himſelf in his 2 


to which he anſwered, It will not be long ere we 


© ſhall meet again; which took ſuch impreſſion on 
Henry's: mind, that ſoon after he told a friend, he 
believed! it would come to paſs, for he thought his 


days in this world would not. be many. And ſo it 
proved, for about fourteen weeks after, Henry alſo 


finiſhed his courſe. His diſtemper growing more 
violent, he weakened faſt ; but as his outward man 
decayed, his inward comfort increaſed, waiting in 
patience and reſignation to the will of God for the 
word of command from the great diſpoſer of all 


things, in a full aſſurance of his ſoul's ſalvation, ſay- 
ing, © He ſhould: go to his everlaſt 


ing reſt, to ſing 


He 
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He departed this life the 1 3th of the ſeventh month, 
1727, in the 26th year of his age; and it is not to 
be doubted, is arrived where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and the weary are at reſt. * 

His funeral was attended by a large number of 
friends, and ſober neighbours; and the aforeſaid 
Henry Jackſon being preſent, bore teſtimony to the 
truth, and repeated divers pious expreſſions which 
dropped from him on his dying bed, with which 
many were much affected. | 


— — ̃ ̃— 


TSABELLA GERARD, daughter of Robert 

Gerard, and Anne his wife, of Rotterdam, in Hol- 
land, was a young woman of excellent parts, modeſt and 
ſober, beyond many of her years: ſhe was religiouſly 
inclined from a child, and took great delight in reading 
the holy Scriptures, and other books on religious ſub- 
jects, and was obedient and affeCtionate to her parents, 
who had carefully inſtructed her in the way of truth, as 
profeſſed by the people called Quakers. She laboured 
under a conſumption and aſthma for ſome years, 
which affliction ſhe bore with great patience ; but her 
diſtemper increaſing very much ſome months before 
her death, ſhe would often ſay to her mother, Dear 
© mother, if it were not for thee, I ſhould be content 
c to leave this world, but thou would miſs me much.“ 
She kept her chamber about two weeks before her 
end, in which time ſhe was very ſweet in her ſpirit 
the day before her departure ſhe ſaid to her mother, 
Dear mother, let nothing keep thee away from me; 
having, as ſhe told her mother afterwards, a ſenſe 
that her end was near. About two hours before ſhe 
departed, the ſervants who were with her, perceiving 
ſome change, called her father and mother, they being 
gone to reſt ; when they came to her, ſhe ſaid, 22 
5 IF © rather 
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© father and mother, I am a dying, and if you had 
© been with me, I believe IJ ſhould have kied this 
© night, but I could not go without ſeeing you.“ 
They being much affected, ſhe ſaid, © Do not grieve 
© nor weep; ye do not ſee me weep; I am well 
content to go; give me up, I ſhall be well.” She 
ſpoke ſeveral things to her father and mother in par- 
ticular, with great preſence of mind, and of her 
brothers and ſiſters, they being all from home at that 
time; and deſired her dear love might be remembered 
to them, and that they would fear the Lord; and 
added, I hope you will have comfort of them that are 
left, Her mother aſked her if ſhe would have any of 
her relations ſent for; ſhe anſwered, © No, I have 
© thee and my father, and that is enough; and when 
I wanted you, I had the company of my ſweet 
© Saviour. Hows mother, I cannot tell thee the ſweet- 
© neſs I have had upon my ſpirit in this time of m 
© laſt illneſs, and for ſome time before; the Lord hat 
been with me in all my weakneſs, which hath been 
a great favour ; he hath preſerved me from evil, 
when the enemy would have drawn me into deſpair 
and murmuring, becauſe of the greatneſs of m 
oppreſſion and weakneſs ; and in this laſt illneſs i 
have not ſo much as had the leaſt doubt on my mind 
of my future well-being ; Is not that a great mercy? 
I have laboured for content, and now I have got it; 
© Is not that a great favour ? dear mother, although I 
© love thee dearly, and could have been contented to. 
© have lived a few years longer with you, becauſe I 
© know you will grieve for me, but I am content.” 
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Her mother aſked her, if ſhe had any thing to ſay to 


ſome of her relations; ſhe anſwered, *© I fear there is 
© little. to be done with them, but remember my dear 
© love to them, and I would have them remember 
© that they do not know how ſoon it may be their 
© lot to be in the ſame condition as I am in.“ Speak- 
ing of a kinſwoman, that ſhe thought too light and 
L. III. + — | airy, 
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airy, ſhe ſaid, What hard work will ſhe find when 
© ſhe comes to be as I am.“ After that ſhe was a 
little ſtill, deſiring to lie in her mother s arms, but 
finding her oppreſſion to increaſe, ſhe ſaid to her 
mother, © Pray unto the Lord that he would pleaſe to 
< vive me an eaſy paſſage. Her mother anſwered, Dear 
child, I have deſired it, and I believe thou wilt have 
an eaſy paſſage. Then ſhe prayed with a loud voice 
unto the Lord, that he would bleſs her father and 
mother, and comfort them in their great affliction, 
and in all their afflictions ; and help them in M1 
their undertakings; and alſo for her brothers and 
ſiſter ; and then faid, © Farewell, my dear father, 
© farewell my dear mother, farewell ; .now I am 
© going, ſpeak no more to me.“ And, lying down 
on the bed, ſhe ſweetly departed this life, without 
either figh or groan, encountering the very agonies 
of death with uncommon courage and cheerfulneſs of 
mind; and we are perſuaded that ſhe is entered into 
the joy of her Lord, having run a ſhort race, but a 
painful pilgrimage. She died the 25th of the eighth 
month, 1727, aged near 22 years. 

Her corpſe was accompanied by her relations and 
friends to the ground where friends uſually bury in 
Rotterdam, and decently interred on the 28th, 

C——____w__—— 
EBECCA JACOB, wife of Iſaac Jacob, of 
Waterford in Ireland, daughter of William 
enroſe and Margaret his wife, of the ſame city, was 
from her childhood of a meek and innocent behavi- 
our, and as ſhe advanced in years, witneſſed a growth 
in the bleſſed truth, often being favoured in religious 
retirements with the Lord's tendering gooduels, 
whereby ſhe was ſtrengthened in faith to walk hum- 
bly be:ore him. She was an affectionate and tender 
friend, companion, and wife. | 1 
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It pleaſed the Lord to viſit her with a lingering 
fickneſs about two months before her end, in which 
time ſhe was not known to repine, but with cheer- 
fulneſs of mind yielded to that affliction and weakneſs 
of body; which increaſing, and her end drawing near, 
ſhe aſked her mother-in-law if ſhe thought her near 
departing; who replied, ſhe thought ſhe was: then 
ſhe deſired to wait on the Lord; and after ſome 
time ſaid, © I have a good and loving huſband, a good 
mother-in-law, and want for nothing, and never 
repented my coming into the family; we have 
what the world can afford, but now the Lord is 
more to me than all :* and ſaid, © I have had man 
good times alone, when no eye ſaw me; oh! thou 
great preſerver of men, thou haſt comforted my 
© ſoul when alone, and preſerved me from evil, and 
© now | feel thy good preſence near me: then Er- 
vently prayed to the Lord not to forſake her in the 
needful time, ſaying, Oh ! thou holy One, be near 
© me ſtill.“ She remembered her dear love to 
friends, and thoſe who might inquire after her, and 
calling for her brothers, tenderly adviſed them to fear 
God, and to be dutiful to their parents, and not to 


A A aA AR 


* 


grieve them. Then ſhe prayed to the Lord for her 


huſband, ſaying, Oh! thou great preſerver of men, 
© bleſs and preſerve him I beſeech thee, in all his 
© ways, in his goings out, and in his comings in, 
© and in all that he doth, or taketh in hand to do ;” 
and deſiring her mother to keep near her to the laſt, 
ſaid to her, The comfort of the Lord is more to 
© me than all the world, and that which grieveth me 
© moſt, is to part with my dear huſband.* She con- 
tinued to praiſe and ſupplicate the Lord, intreating 
him to be near her in the needful time, meaning her 
paſſage hence, and ſaid, She was afraid the Lord 
© would be angry if ſhe praiſed him not.“ Then 
taking leave of her relations and friends preſent, 
the was not heard to ſpeak much after, only once 

| | I 2 ſaid, 
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faid, © Oh! thou God of my father; Oh thou holy 
One, be near me ſtil].* Her ſpeech failing from the 
twelfth hour till half after nine at night, it then 
pleaſed God to put a period to her being here, and 
no doubt hath taken her into his glorious reſt, 

She died the 3d of the ſecond month, 1728 ; and 
on the bth her corpſe was attended by friends and 
friendly neighbours to the meeting-houſe, where 
ſeveral teſtimonies were borne to the truth, and 
was afterwards carried to friends burying-ground 
and decently interred; aged twenty-five years, ſeven 
weeks, and three days, | 


RANCES GRIFFIT TS was born at Balti- 


more, in the county of Cork in Ireland, in the 


| year 1656. She came to Cork when. very young, 


where ſhe was convinced of God's everlaſting truth 
about the 24th year of her age; and as ſhe became 
obedient to the manifeſtations and dictates thereof, 
ſhe grew in grace, and in the ſaving knowledge of 
it. About the 37th year of her age ſhe received 
a gift in the miniſtry, in great humility, fear, and 
tenderneſs, wherein ſhe was all along exemplary, and 
careful not to appear without the motion of divine 
life, and a neceſſity upon her, ſo that what ſhe de- 
livered was edifying, ſeaſonable, and ſatisfactory to 
friends. She travelled in ſome parts of England and 
Wales in the ſervice of truth; was a woman of great 


ſincerity, plainneſs, and ſelf-denial, very exemplary 
to her children and family, for whom being frequent- 


ly concerned and engaged at heart, that the Lord 
would be pleaſed to reach unto and viſit them in mercy 
and love, ſhe was favoured to ſee her deſire in ſome 
degree anſwered: ſhe was zealouſly concerned for the 
promotion of truth and righteouſneſs, and was a ſym- 
OO av ; IN pathizer 
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pathizer with the afflicted in body or mind; a fre- 
quent viſitor of the ſick, and induſtriouſly concerned 
for the relief of the poor. She was taken ill the 
4th of the ſeventh month, 1728, and continued fo for. 
ſome days; during which ſhe lay in a ſweet com- 
poſed frame of mind, bearing her ſickneſs with great 
patience and refignation to the will of God. Some 
friends who came to ſee her, at their taking. leave, 
deſired ſhe might be reſtored to us, if it were the 
Lord's will; ſhe anſwered, © It was time for her to 
© look from the world, and that it would be fafe for 
© them who were younger than ſhe, to do nothin 

© againſt the truth, but for the truth, and that woul 

© adminiſter peace to them in the end.“ To a re- 
lation and his wife, that aſked her how ſhe did, ſhe 
replied, © Weak in body but not in mind, and that 
© ſhe had nothing to do then but to die;“ adding, 
© it is a brave thing to be chaſte; chaſte in our love to 
© (od, to leave nothing to do at ſuch a time as this.“ 
The fame perſon defired ſhe might be reſtored to 
us again; ſhe anſwered, © There is little likelihood 
of it, however, be it as the Lord will, I am ready, 
© it is no ſurprize to me, I have been long preparing 
for it, the Lord hath helped me to do it ;* adding, 
© I have not much to ſay, being weak in body, but 
© this ſhort ſentence I leave with you, Do nothing 
« againſt the truth, but all that you can for the 
<« truth.” To a friend taking leave of her, ſhe, 
calling her by her name, ſaid, Be faithful to what 
© 1s manifeſted to thee, the Lord hath made known 
© his will to thee, and oh! be faithful to it, and thou 
© wilt do well.“ To a friend that lived in the 
neighbourhood, viſiting her, ſhe ſaid, © There was 
a ſhort ſentence which was much in her min 

and ſhe had recommended it to ſeveral, . To do 
« nothing againſt, but all that ye can for the truth,“ 
© the reward of which will be great peace in the 


Lend, and that ſhe now witneſſed, which was more 
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© to her than all the world;* adding, © you are a 
pretty knot of friends in this neighbourhood, and I 
© would have you to be preachers: I do not mean in 
© words or apparel only, but alſo in life and conver- 
© fation.*” To her daughter Elizabeth Taylor, and 
another friend, who were fitting by her, ſhe ſaid, 
© There is a ſhort ſentence which has lived in.my 
© mind. moſt part of this night,“ Have falt in your - 
« ſelves, and be at peace one with another;”* with 
many other ſweet and comfortable expreſſions which 
were not perfectly remembered, ſignifying her in- 


ward peace and ſatisfaction. 


She lived to a good old age, and was taken away 
like a ſhock of corn fully ripe, the 10th day of the 
ſeventh month, 1728, in the-72d year of her age, 
and we are ſatisfied died in the Lord, and is entered 
into that reſt which is prepared for the righteous. 


— — — — 
LLEN BEWLE V, wife of Daniel Bewley of 


the city of Dublin in Ireland, and daughter of 
Joſeph Inman and Elizabeth his wife, of the ſaid 


city, being religiouſly inclined from her childhood, 


was concerned not only in meetings for the worſhip 
of Almighty God, but alſo at other times, to wait 
to feel the incomes of that divine power, which as it 
is given way unto, cleanſeth the heart, and nouriſh- 


eth up the ſoul unto life eternal. She would often 


repeat that ſaying of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 

eſus Chriſt, Mat. xxii. 12. Friend, how cameſt 
* thou in hither, not having a wedding garment ?” 
ſhewing thereby, that being called a friend would 


Avail nothing, without the wedding garment, the 


white linen, the faints righteoufnefs, which ſhe was 


-earneſtly concerned for at many times, as well as in 


her laſt illneſs, wherein ſhe expreſſed to this effect: 
Te + © That 
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© That at times ſhe enjoyed ſo much peace and com- 
© fort, as ſhe had thought mortals could ſcarcely have 
been made partakers of; ſaying, © ſhe was eaſy in 
her mind to die or live, being freely refigned to the 
© Lord's will.” At another time, fitting with her huſ- 
band and children, ſhe ſaid, © They were happy that 
did not reſt only in a name or form of religion, but 
© waited for the power;“ ſhe often expreſſed her 
trouble for ſuch who ſeemed. © at eaſe, and ſatisfied 
© barely in a form, giving way to ſleepineſs, and 
© unconcernedneſs in religious meetings.“ She ſe- 
veral times expreſſed her ſatisfaction in friends viſits; 
and ſaid, < The Lord was very kind to her in her 
© weakneſs, in renewing his bleſſed preſence to the 
« comforting and ſtrengthening of her ;* and earneſt- 
ly deſired the © Lord would enable her to bear her 
© afiiction patiently, being willing to be diffolved, 
© and was fully ſatisfied of her future happineſs ;* 
ſaying, © Praiſes are due to the eternal God.“ She 
was alſo earneſtly concerned for her children, de- 
ſiring the © Lord would bleſs them,* and that they 
© might walk according to truth, in — and 
« plainneſs;* faying, ſhe had rather they ſhould 
die, than live, except they did well ;* and deſired 
thoſe about her, © to be careful to live fo as they 
might be fit to die.“ 

She departed this life in great peace, in Dublin, 
the 8th of the ſixth month, 1730, and was buried in 
friends burying- ground at Cor k- ſtreet, Dublin, the 


Iith of the ſame. 


TARY BEWLEY, daughter of George Bey 
ley and Bleſſing his wife, of the city of Cork 
in Ireland, was a ſober, dutiful, and affectionate 
child to her parents; loving, meek, and courteous 
1 in 
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in her behaviour, and generally beloved by all that 
knew her; ſhe loved and kept to plainneſs in ſpeech 
and apparel, and rather diſliked, than affected finery 
and vain faſhions. She was of a weakly conſtitu- 
tion, and ſeemed in a declining ſtate of health for 


ſome time before her laſt ſickneſs, which begun in 


the ſixth month, 1730, but ſhe recovered again fo 
much, that at her deſire to ſee her grandmother, 
Blefling Fennel of Youghall, ſhe was carried thither 
the gth of the ſeventh month; but a few days after, 
her diſorder returned, which continued till her death. 
She was often thoughtful of her latter end, and under 
a cloſe concern of mind, with prayers to the Lord 
to prepare her for it, and ſoon became reſigned to 
the will of God, and was rather unwilling to take 
many medicines, ſaying, She thought it not well 
© to take too many things, or have a dependance 
& upon them, or doctors:* and when at one time 
ſhe ſaw her mother troubled becauſe ſhe did not take 
things thought ſuitable for her, ſhe ſaid, Dear mo- 
© ther be not concerned for me, for if I am to live, 
I take enough; but I do not deſire to live except 
© to ſerve the Lord: and deſired ſhe © might be 
© endued with patience to bear her affliction and 


© ſickneſs.* She was in a cloſe exerciſe and con- 


ſideration, how ſhe had ſpent her time, and what ſhe 
had ſaid or done amiſs; and prayed to the Lord to 
© pardon, and paſs by her offences :* alſo defired her 
parents and near relations about her, to pray for her, 

ſaying, © I am ſo weak, I think I am not able to pray 
« for mylelf;” but added, we mult do it.“ 

The iſt of the eighth month ſhe ſaid to her ſiſter 
Hannah, then about twelve years of age, My dear 
« ſiſter, honour thy father and mother, and do not 
« give way to little fooliſh things, for by ſmall things 
6. the enemy draws away the minds of poor children; 
© mind thy dear ſiſter's dying words, and do not put 
« off.to. a dying day, and. think it is time enough, 

at 
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That evening her father came from Cork to ſee her, 
to whom ſhe expreſſed her willingneſs to die, but 
longed for a more full aſſurance of the love and fa- 
vour of God; and next morning he aſked her how 
ſhe did, ſhe anſwered, ©* Very weak, but I feel a little 
© more comfort now, I hope the Lord is my ſtrength ;? 
and in a ſenſible frame of mind called on the Lord, 
ſaying, Dear Lord forgive me my fins, and teach 
© me to pray; Lord have mercy on me; my Saviour 
© have mercy on me; take me, dear Lord, if thou 
© pleaſe; draw me, dear Lord, with the cords of th 
c lows with more ſenſible words; but her ow: 4 
© failing, ſhe deſired thoſe preſent might © pray to 
© the Lord to make her paſſage eaſy.” 

The doctor one day aſking her how ſhe did, ſhe 


faid, © I am weak, but the Lord is ſtrong, and on 


© him alone is my dependance.“ And to one of her 
relations and intimates, about her own age, who 
came to ſee her, firſt kiſſing her, ſhe ſaid, Dear 


© couſin, I have always loved thee, and do fo ſtill, 


© and I believe thou art the ſame to me. Dear 
© couſin, we are going to part, remember thy latter 
© end, and take care of the world; do not mind the 
© things of it.“ A few days after ſhe called to her 
father and mother, and told them of her © weakneſs 
© of body, and exerciſe of mind, and how buſy her 


ſoul's enemy was to put thoughts into her mind to 


« diſturb her.“ She prayed unto the Lord to ftrength- 
en her, and alſo expreſſed the dearneſs of her love 
and affection unto them, for their care over her in 
keeping her from ſundry things which too many run 
into. And alſo faid, She formerly feemed to reſt 
© fatisfhed with her education, &c. but when ſhe 
© grew more in years and underſtanding, ſhe found 
© that not ſufficient; and then the fear of the Lord, 
© and to live therein, was what ſhe deſired more than 
the things of this world: at another time ſhe de- 


* fired her grandmother would pray to the Lord to 


3 © take 
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© take her to himſelf;* and ſpoke of the temptations 
of the enemy, and how ſtrongly ſhe was beſet there- 
by; her grandmother ſpoke encouragingly to her, 
bidding her not believe the enemy, who often beſets 
thoſe who are near the Lord; the child anſwered, 
© I am very weak, and can do nothing for myſelf, 
© but it is the Lord that doth all for me ;* adding, 
© Oh! the Lord hath been very merciful to me, and 
© is ſo {till ;? and being filled with a ſenſe of his love, 
ſaid, How ſweet is the love of God to my ſoul; oh! 
© that I could praiſe him enough for his love and 
« mercy; oh! if the love of God is ſo ſweet now, 


© what will it be when I get fully to it; oh! that L 


© was with thee now, dear Lord; take me into th 
arms, dear Lord;' fo went on praiſing the Lord, 
and faid, © I do not now wonder to have heard ſo 
© many praiſing the Lord, for he is worthy of more 
5 pralle than I have ſtrength to give him.“ After- 
wards finding withdrawings of the love of God, ſhe 
was under a freſh exerciſe on that account, and 
prayed to the Lord to be © near her, and lift up the 
light of his countenance upon her,“ deſiring *© to 
© te removed where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and the weary are at reſt.* The 4th of the eighth 
month, and firſt day of the week, inquiring what 
day it was, ſhe ſaid, She thought the could nat 
© have continued ſo long, but may be I am kept the 
longer, becauſe I have too earneſtly deſired to be 
gone, therefore © ſhe deſired the Lord to give her 
< patience to wait his time, which is the belt time.“ 
Next day ſhe viſibly changed for death, and was 
much fpent, having taken little nouriſhment for 
ſeveral days, and being aſked to take ſomething, Ohl' 
ſaid ſhe, © the love of God is what I delire;z' and 
prayed fervently for it, ſaying, © dear Lord ſend com- 
«© fort; why wilt thou withdraw thyſelf from thy 
© poor creature? one taſte of thy love before I go.” 
That afternoon ſhe deſired to take her laſt wavy of 
| er 
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her parents, ſiſter and brother, and near relations, and 
ſaid, © She thought it was better for her to do it 
< then, leſt afterwards ſhe ſhould not be fo fit: and 
in a very ſenſible and endeared manner took leave 
of them; and ſoon after ſhe was taken with a faint- 
neſs, ſo that it ſeemed as if the was paſſing away, 
but revived again, and that evening the Lord was 
pleaſed graciouſly to ſatisfy her ſoul with the renewed 
incomes of his divine love, in a feeling ſenſe whereof 
ſhe broke forth, ſaying, * Oh! dear Lord, how ſweet 
© is thy love and preſence! no tongue can tell it but 
© thoſe that feel it; oh! praiſes to the Lord, how 
© ſhall I praiſe him enough!” and deſired thoſe pre- 
ſent © to praiſe the Lord for her; and ſaid, © ſhe be- 
© lieved that night ſhe ſhould be with her dear 
© Saviour;* and a few hours aiter the pangs of 
death increaſed, which ſhe bore with great patience, 
frequently calling on the Lord whilſt ſhe had 
ſtrength, and about the fifth hour in the morning 
quietly departed this life the 6th of the eighth 
month, 1730, aged fifteen years and five months, 


——_——muormremermmmmmm megaman 


EREMIAH WARING, ſon of Henry Waring, 
was born at Hayly in the pariſh of Witney, in 
Oxfordſhire, in the year 1652; who, while very 
young, had the fear of God ſo impreſſed on his heart, 
that he was led out of many-childith vanities and di- 
verſions that others his equals and contemporaries 
were in the practice of; and by a ſober conduct gave 
early indications of being under the operation of that 
power which prepares for the ſervice of God; and as 
his mind became more and more enlightened by the 
light of life, he grew diſſatisfied with divers cere- 
monies, cuſtoms, and uſuages of the church of Eng- 
land, into which he had been initiated: hence he was 


led, 
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led, while an apprentice in London, to ſeek carefully 
after a people whoſe doctrines were purely apoſtolick, 
and whoſe lives, like the primitive Chriſtians, were 


full of piety and good works. And after having 


tried ſeveral other profeſſions without finding among 
them the deſired ſatisfaction, his commendable ſearch 
after truth at length led him to a meeting of the 
people called Quakers, where the teſtimonies de- 
livered that day co-operating with the ſpirit of God 
in himſelf, he embraced their doctrines with joy and 
gladneſs of heart, and ſoon became thoroughly con- 
vinced of the bleſſed truth, which broke in upon his 
underſtanding with demonſtration and power, and 
diſpelled the many doubts, fears, and troubles that 
had heretofore ſurrounded his mind, 1 

About two years after this, being out of his ap- 
prenticeſhip, he received a diſpenſation of the goſpel 
to preach to others; and though in the diſcharge of 
his duty, he twice ſuffered impriſonment in London, 
with others of the afflicted people of God, yet he was 
no ways diſcouraged thereby ; but as ſoon as liberty 


was granted him, continued viſiting the meetings 


there and there-away, exhorting friends to be faith= 
ful to the diſcoveries God had made of his will, 
and to ſtand immoveable for his name and truth on 
earth, e 
About the year 1681, he viſited the meetings that 


were ſettled near his native place in Oxfordſhire, 


where his teſtimony was well received, many having 
been lately convinced in thoſe parts, among whom 
was Mary the daughter of Henry Wheeler, of Wit- 


ney, a modeſt, diſcreet, religious young woman, 


with whom he contracted: an honourable intimacy, 
and at length obtained her in marriage, 


They ſettled firſt at Croydon in Surry, and not 


long after removed to Enſham in Oxfordſhire, and 


about the year 1685, to Witney, where the Lord 
was pleaſed to bleſs them with many, both N 


ps — AY — HY NE” 0 


i QA nende e 


1 Q 


— * 
* 


— ry 8D iS 1 
Iau ST 


= — 
_ 


lat 


3 08 


— 
— 
_ 


ts 
A 


— 
O 
re 


ö C a ay #24 8. 
* 1 n Io % „„ 
* 9 wh 3 $4 7 eee — + 2 
5 2 A 2 Wk. F 


PIETY PROMOTED. rog. 


and ſpiritual bleſſings, which enabled them to open 
their hearts and houſe to entertain friends, and con- 
tribute to the neceſſities of others in diſtreſs. And 
as he was often engaged abroad in the diſcharge of 
his duty to God, and the churches round about, the 
conduct and diligence of his wife in their temporal 
affairs, rendered his abſence very little inconvenient 
to his family and buſineſs: infpired with the hopes of 
ſharing in the reward of his labours, ſhe ſpared no 
pains, and grudged nothing ſhe could do to render 
the benefit thereof as diffuſive as poſſible; and her 
endeavours, ſhe uſed to think, were bleſſed the more, 
the more he was given up to the ſervice of truth, in 
which he was indeed an unwearied labourer even 
when old age and infirmity of body might have 
pleaded his excuſe. 

He was a miniſter of the New Teſtament, and 
diligently Jaboured according to the degree of the 
gift beſtowed on him: his miniſtry was plain and 
inſtructive, and tended to convince the underſtand. 
ings of the ignorant, and to the reformation of thoſe 
who obeyed not the goſpel, and to the confirmin 
the feeble minded, and the reſreſhment of the droop- 
ing ſoul. 

For the weak and hindermoſt of the flock he had 
a tender regard, that they might come forward; and 
that thoſe meetings might be viſited to which no 
publick friends did belong, rather than too many to 
go to one meeting at the ſame time, though he 
would often ſay, He went not out at the invitation 


of others, except to marriages and burials, but as 


© he found drawings in his own mind ;* which have 
at times engaged him to travel much in this nation, 
but more eſpecially in his own and adjacent counties, 
and he was generally well received, not only for his 
labour in the miniſtry, but alſo for his cheerful be- 
haviour in the families where his lot was caſt. | 
VoI. III. nb 
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He was a zealous promoter of brotherly love and 
unity, and where any difference had ariſen in fami- 
lies, would endeavour to reconcile the parties by 
viſiting and treating with them in a manner be- 
coming a miniſter of the goſpel of peace, whoſe la- 
bour of love in this reſpect was generally well ac- 
cepted, and doubtleſs by ſome to their great advan- 
tage. 

His company was ſought after by the ſick and 
diſtreſſed, to whom he had frequently a word of ad- 
vice ſuitable to their ſtate and condition. His ſer- 
vice in meetings of diſcipline was too confiderable 
to be wholly omitted here, or eaſily forgotten by 
them who knew it. Being an elder in the church, 
he was concerned that the flock of God might be 
fed, and took the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; not as a lord over God's heritage, but as an 
enſample to the flock. "gy 

About three months before his death, it pleaſed 
God to remove his dear and loving wife, after they 
had lived together above 46 years, of whoſe virtue it 
may not be amiſs to give the following ſhort ac- 
count : 

She was a wife kind and faithful, frugal and in- 
duſtrious, but not covetous. A mother tenderly 
affectionate and even handed, ſhining in example; 
a neighbour peaceable, obliging, and beneficent, and 
of good report; and it may be ſaid of her, ſhe was 
a mother in the church: having brought up children, 
lodged ſtrangers, relieved the afflicted, and was dili- 
gent in good works, 

She departed this life in great peace, in unity with 
friends, and in full aſſurance of an inheritance with the 
ſaints in light, ſaying on her death bed, © She had 
© done her day's work in the day time.“ It were 
eaſy to enlarge on their virtues both publick and pri- 
vate, but to avoid prolixity, we ſhall proceed to __ | 

ome 
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ſome mention of his laſt illneſs, which ſeized him the 
I4th of the eleventh month, 1729-30, and continued 
about a week; in which time having ſome intervals 
of eaſe, he ſpake many ſweet and heavenly ſentences 


to his children, and thoſe that came to ſee him, 


among which the following to his children are re- 
membered : 


© Dear children, 
When your mother and I came together, it was 
in the fear of God; we had but little of this world, 
yet we were content, and we made that little ſuf- 


© ficient; our hearts were always open, and our 


© houle too, to receive friends, and we never thought 
< we had the leſs, but on the contrary believed we 
© were bleſſed the more; for we experienced that 
< faying verified, «© They who ſeek the Lord ſhall 
« not want any good thing.” Oh! he is a good 
© and a gracious God; if you keep to truth and 
© love him, he will never leave you nor forſake 
you. | | 

His daughter ſpeaking to him when he thought 
he had been alone, he ſaid, © Art thou there? I felt 
© the love of God fo ſtrong upon my heart, I have 
© been ſupplicating his name, and [I have freely of- 
© fered up myſelf to his diſpoſal, to do which way it 
«© pleaſes him. He can bring down to the grave, and 


© he can raiſe up again; his will be done. I had once 


© a deſire, with ſubmiſſion, to have viſited two or 
© three meetings more, obſerving in my laſt jour- 
© neys how thin the elders every where appeared, and 
© how religion ſeemed to be at a low ebb; yet the 
© principle of truth muſt prevail; for the Lord has 
< promiſed, '< He will give his ſon the heathen for 
& his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
© earth for his poſſeſſion.““ And though we ſee but 


| © little of this yet, I ſhall die, as ſeveral elders have 


© before me; in the faith of it: Abraham ſaw but 
K 2 © little 
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© little of that large promiſe made to him of multi- 
© plying his ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and as the 
© ſand upon the fea-ſhore,” 

Being aſked how he did, he ſaid, I had a com- 
© fortable time both in body and mind, and have 
© been looking back to my youth, reviewing the 
* narrow way that Jeads to life ; remembering how 
© our ancient friends uſed but few words, and lived 
© in love with one another; and as it was in the be- 

£ ginning, ſo it muſt be again: but now how many 
© are there that love and take a delight in back=- 
« biting, detracting, and expoſing the failures of one 
© another, and their converſation too often turns 
© upon modes and forms-of dreſs, things too mean 
for a true Chriſtian ſpirit.” 

His children mentioning what a loſs it would be 
to part with ſuch dear and tender parents, he ſaid, 
© We have lived to a good old age, and the Lord 
© has never forſaken us, and if you cleave to him, 
© he will never depart from you. 

© And you my grandchildren, I caution you againſt 
reading profane and idle books, but read the holy 


Lay 


of Chriſt.” 


After having taken ſomething, he ſaid, * This will 


© not do, this poor old houſe will not do, but I have 
© a new houſe eternal in the heavens, where is no 
© pain, no ſorrow; where all tears are wiped away: 
© no need of the light of the ſun, nor of the moon 
© to ſhine init; for the glory of God and the Lamb 
is the light thereof.” 

Mention being made of the Lord's rewarding him 
for his labour and ſervice in the church, he ſaid, 


We are poor empty creatures, we can merit no- 


© thing, all we have we receive from him, and all 
© we do is but our reaſonable duty; the Lord hath 
© no need of us, for he is altogether glorious and 
6 err! in himſelf; but we have need of him.” 
Another 


© Scriptures, and regard there the precious promiſes 
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Another time, when he could take no reſt, he ſaid, 
© Sweet Lord! eaſe thy ſervant for his ſake who 
loved me from my youth upward.” 

Recovering out of a violent fit of pain, he cried, 
O Lord thy will be done! thy will be done! 4 
will be done! thou haſt been with me all my life 
long; oh ! be with me now in theſe my dying mo- 
ments, and with my children and grandchildren, 
that ſo we may meet in thy Ry habitation, 
where we ſhall never part more. Oh! thou Shep- 
herd and Keeper of Iſrael, that neither ſlumbereſt nor 
fleepeſt, into thy everlaſting arms of mercy do I 
commit them with my own foul. I ſought thee 
in my tender years, and thou waſt found of me, 
and haſt been with me till this very day: thou haſt 
caſt all my weakneſſes behind thy back, where 
they ſhall never be remembered more; and haſt 
many times given me a full afturance of a reſting 
place with thee for ever and ever. 

He departed this life the 21ſt of the eleventh 
month, 1729-30; and on the 24th, his corpſe ac- 
companied by a great many friends from divers parts 
of the county, was decently interred at friends bury- 
ing-place in Witney, after a meeting held on the 
occaſion, wherein the power and preſence of the 
Almighty was eminently felt, to the tendering the 
hearts of many, and ſealing upon their ſpirits that 
he is entered into that reft which remaineth for the 
people of God; which reſt is glorious; aged 77, 
and a miniſter near 50 years. | 
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TAM much inclined to leave ſomething in me- 
mory of my dear wife MARGARET ELLIS, 
who was very dear to me and my children. She at- 
tained to a good old age, and we lived together 
1 about 
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about 52 years with a great deal of ſatisfaction; and 
although we waded through many troubles of divers 
kinds, yet we ſtill found a ſecret hand to ſupport us, 
and we who were moſt converſant with her, from 
good experience can ſay, ſhe lived and died in true 
unity and fellowſhip with friends of truth, ſince ſhe 
was convinced thereof; and more eſpecially in the 
afternoon of her day, when her candle ſhone brighter 
and brighter to the end, to our comfort and en- 
couragement, as appears by the following account. 


Plymouth, in the county of Philadelphia in Penn- 
ſylvania, the 8th day of the ſixth month, 1731. 


RowLanD ELLIS. 


._ MARGARET ELLIS, wife of Rowland 
Ellis, of Pennſylvania, for about the laſt ten years 
of her life was deprived of her eye-ſight, which ſhe 
had a ſenſe of about a year before: for on a certain 
time, moſt of tne family being gone to the meeting, 
ſome uneaſineſs took hold of her mind for neglecting 
the opportunity, apprehending the time might ſoon 
come upon her, when ſhe would not be able to at- 
tend and enjoy thole precious times. So the next 
meeting ſhe went on foot, with a willing mind, 
though ſome miles diſtant, at the age of ſeventy-five 
ears, and, continued very diligent : being now 
deprived of her eye-tight, and attended with the in- 
firmities of old age, yet her love did not decline, 
for whatever would fall in the way, ſhe would en- 
courage her little ſamily, (as many as were able) to 
go to meetings at all opportunities; alſo in the family 
to ſit down together, and at times ſhe had a word to 
ſpeak amongſt them of what the Lord had done for 
her ſoul ; and alſo often ſpoke to friends, who came 
| to 
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to viſit her, of the benefit ſhe had received in meet- 
ings, and that they might not eaſily negle& ſuch op- 
portunities through the care and cumbers of this 
world, which ſhe was ſenſible choaked the ſeed the 
good huſbandman had ſown. She was in her laſt 
illneſs affected with the viſits of her friends, ſaying 
at one time, With what manner of love hath the 
© Father loved us |! ſurely this is that which Chriſt 
© Jeft with his diſciples as their badge; when this is 
© enjoyed, it unites, and brings us near to himſelf 
© and one another.* She encouraged a friend, who 
had a few words in meetings, to faithfulneſs, ſaying, 
© Hide not thy talent in the earth, becauſe it ſeems. 
© to thee but imall ; but preſs on in the way of faith, 
© and though it ſeems to thee as a time of night, the 
day will break upon thee; and as thou remaineſt 
© faithful, thy talent will be increaſed :* and at that 
time lovingly took leave of them all, ſaying to ſome 
that wept, * Do not mourn for me, for I find m 
+ Redeemer is near me, and opens the way, fo that 
© I have nothing to do but patiently undergo what- 
© ever he may be pleaſed to ſuffer: and her ſpirit 
being raiſed = her bodily weakneſs, ſhe admired 
the love and goodneſs of God to her foul. At ano- 
ther time, a friend coming to viſit her, ſhe ſignified, 
That the day before, the loweſt condition of Ruth 
© came before her, when ſhe came with her mother- 
in-law from Moab to Bethlehem, and went into 
the fields to glean, and happening in the field of 
Boaz, ſhe found favour, and was kindly received; 
and to make her earnings the better, was admitted 
to glean among the ſheaves, the reapers being diſ- 
© poſed to let fall handfuls tor her, inviting her to 
© {it at meat with them, and by degrees ſhe came to 
© be the wife of Boaz.” Which remarks ſhe made 
in great tenderneſs of ſpirit before the Lord, in the 
ſenſe of his goodneſs to them that came to truſt 
105 | under 


A A RV_ A A 


La 


— 


116 PIETY PROMOTED. 


under the ſhadow of his wing ; comparing this to 
her convincement, when ſhe came firſt among friends 
in their religious meetings, * where,” ſaid ſhe, © I 
was kindly received, and invited to fit down amongſt 
© them, and partake with them of God's goodneſs, 
© which at that time I was but a ſtranger to, yet the 
© Lord in his love and care made himſelf known 
© unto my foul, and ſuffered me to fit down with 
© his harveſt men ;* meaning the miniſters of the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe company ſhe highly 
valued, and prized ; ſhewing an humble ſenſe of the 
mercies and lovingkindneſs of God to her all her 
life long, and now more than ever; for added ſhe, 
He is gathering me to himſelf, where I ſhall reſt 
© with kings and princes, and holy ſaints, and an- 
«© gels, with Jeſus Chriſt ay Saviour and holy Re- 
< deemer, being ſenſibly paſſing out of this world to 
© live for ever.“ In the time of her ſickneſs, which 


was long and tedious, ſhe alſo made obſervation on 


Joſeph's condition when in priſon ; © He had,” faid 
ſhe, © the favour of the keeper, the care, the love, 
© and goodwill of the priſoners, but all this wrought 
not Joſeph's deliverance, he was to ſtay the Lord's 
time, and ſo muſt I ; for though I have the love 
of my friends, a kind huſband, loving and tender 
children, that are careful of me, and all other 
things needfal, yet I long to be freed from this 
mortal part which keeps the ſoul as in priſon; yet 
am waiting the Lord's time, which is the beſt, 
© and hope 1 ſhall be content.“ Some friends from 
North Wales. came to viſit her, and though very 
weak, ſhe rejoiced much in their viſit, ſaying, 1 
© little thought this morning I ſhould have had this 
© opportunity with any of you, but if otherwiſe, all 
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was well, for I find nothing to ſtand in my way 


© on the other fide the grave;z* and anſwer being 
made, that that was better than all the world; I 
© know it well,“ ſaid ſhe, © in this my ſickneſs, for 
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© had I not endeavoured to keep a conſcience void 


of offence towards God and man, it would have 
been too hard a taſk for me now in this my great 
weakneſs; for I made it my concern to look over 
my day's work when at night I came to lay my head 
upon the pillow, and take a view of my own heart, 
leſt there ſhould be any thing the Lord had a con- 
troverſy with ; that when the midnight cry came, 
I might be ready to enter into the bride-chamber, 
having the wedding garment, Let all ſtrive to have 
their accounts ready, for I can tell you, it is an 
excellent thing to have our lamps trimmed, that 
© we may enter into the wy reſt :? adding, 
© Remember my dear love in the Lord Jeſus to all 
© friends who may inquire for me, and tell them, 
© that as my care hath been to live in his fear, my 
© hope is to die in his favour.” Some friends of the 
city of Philadelphia alſo viſiting her, rejoiced to find 
one of her age retain her ſenſes ſo well, but more 
eſpecially to ſee that greenneſs and tenderneſs which 
adorned her countenance : ſhe told them, The 
© conſideration of friends in the city came freſh in 
her mind, that the elders were moſtly removed : 
and you that are coming up in their places, ſtand 
faithful for the truth in that which is made manifeſt 
unto you ; look not at your own weaknefs, and 
how ſhort you are of them of the firſt rank that 
went before ; be not diſcouraged in coming up in 
the Lord's ſervice ; he will endue you with ſtrength 
and wiſdom to carry on his own work to the ho- 
nour of his name. Remember the zeal of Phineas 
when he executed judgment upon the tranſgreſſors, 
whereupon the plague was ſtayed ; and how great 
was his reward | For the Lord faid to Moſes, Phi- 
neas hath turned away my wrath from Iſrael, fo 
that I have not conſumed them in mine anger ; 
therefore I will give unto him my covenant of 
peace: adding, I am glad to hear a good ** 
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© of you, and the Lord preſerve you.“ And on part- 
ing, ſignified her great love to faithful friends. At 
another time, being ſet with the family, though very 
weak, ſhe ſaid, © You are young and ſtrong, in the 
© prime of your time, judgment, and underſtand- 
ing; improve your talents in your time, that is 
the way to be helpful to your aged parents. As 
for me, I queſtion whether ever I ſhall have the 
like opportunity with you; it is my deſire you 
may follow on to know and witneſs the truth more 
and more; let not the manna gathered yeſterday 
ſuffice you for to-day, ſo you will come to know 
ſubſtance in yourſelves, and ſtrength towards God. 
Be careful of your aged father, and helpful to him 
in his declining years; he is weak and feeble, and 
eaſily caſt down too low; the Lord grant he may 
© be ſo ſtrong as to run the race with patience.*” A 
great concern was often upon her mind, * left too 
© much liberty ſhould creep into the church, and 
thereby mar the beauty of Zion, and cauſe her 
excellent name to be a ſcorn to the heathen: oh 
that her miniſters may be faithful, leſt they give 
occaſion to open the eye in many that watches for 
more liberty, and that they may be careful in all 
things both in word and deed.” The day ſhe 
died, her children being about her, it was aſked if 
ſhe had any thing farther to tell them; to which ſhe 
anſwered, I have ſpoken to you whilſt I had 
© ſtrength, and words given me, what ſhall I fa 

© more? You have the anointing, the ſpirit of truth, 
© which will lead you into all truth.“ Hearing her 
younger daughter weep, ſhe ſaid, Where is thy 
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reſigning me up, as thou didſt this morning? Is 
© thy faith weakened ſo ſoon? Get hold of him who 
< in time of great exercife hath ſupported thee, and 


© he will be the ſame again.“ About an hour be- 
fore ſhe departed, ſhe aſked what time of the night 
it was; it was anſwered, about eleven o'clock ; 


© From 
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From twelve till break of day, I uſually had my 
© bad fits,” ſaid ſhe, © and by and by I ſhall reſt quiet 
© and eaſy with my Saviour.” Something to take 


being offered her, ſhe ſaid, No more of the fruit of 


© the vine, no more for ever.“ So having deſired 
their prayers for her ſhort paſlage, lifting up her 
hands, ſhe committed her ſoul to God. 


LEXANDER HOPWOOD, ſon of Samuel 
Hopwood and Ann his wife, was born at Auſtle 
in the county of Cornwall, the 14th of the firſt 
month, 1713. His parents being ſuch as feared the 
Lord, having an eve to his honour, endeavoured to 
inform his mind of the principles of truth when ver 
young, which had a good effect upon him; for he 
was careful in his converſation to avoid thoſe vices 
which too much prevail upon the minds of many of 
the youth in our time. 

In the year 1732, he inclined to accompany his 
father to London, and they ſat forward the 26th 
day of the ſecond month, for Briſtol yearly-meeting, 
and from thence to London: in his journey, but 
more eſpecially during his ſtay in the city of Lon- 
don, the Lord was pleaſed to renew the viſitation 
of his love to him, and gave him to experience an 
increaſe of the knowledge of his bleſſed truth. 

He got well home with his father the 3oth of the 
fifth month, but afterwards was much out of health, 
and on the 1ſt of the ſeventh month was ſeized with 
a violent fever; next day, his mother being by him, 
he ſaid, If the Lord is pleaſed to take me, Iam 
fully ſatisfied I ſhall go well, and my ſoul will be 
© happy, and have a place among the righteous.” 
The day before he departed, being in a heavenly 
frame of mind, which carried him above his bodily 
v7 weakneſs, 
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weakneſs, he broke forth in ſupplication unto the 
Lord to this effect: © O Lord! thou that preſervedſt 
© Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abedenego, in the fier 

© furnace, art able to preſerve me unto the end ; 6 
God what ſhall my ſoul ſay! I will wreſtle with 
© thee like Jacob, if I pray all night; however if 
thou wilt not make me like him, give me an evi- 
© dence of favour with thee, whether I live or die, 
© give me a place within thy houſe. Lord, if thou 
© art pleaſed to ſpare my life, I will obey thy com- 
© mands in any thing thou art pleaſed to require of 
© me;* he alfo ſaid, © he never was guilty of any 
< groſs evil, and was not afraid to die:* being ſpent, 
he lay in a ſweet frame of mind; his father, mother, 
ſiſter, and others being in the room, he looked 
earneſtly on his father, and faid, © Haſt thou any 


thing on thy mind ?? he anſwered, © Yes, child ;* and 


kneeling down, prayed by him, and the goodneſs and 
love of God came over all preſent; the young man 
making melody, ſeemed to have an evidence of that 
divine favour which his ſoul had been ſo deeply en- 
gaged for; and ſoon after ſaid, O Lord what ſhall 
my ſoul ſay! I have not breath to praiſe thee, O my 
© God! but will do it as long as it laſts.” After a 
little pauſe, he ſaid, © I believe I muſt take my leave 
© of you;' his mother anſwered, © Doſt thou think 


© ſo my dear?” he replied, © Yes I do: farewell all 


© my dear relations, I hope we ſhall meet again in 
© heaven; give my dear love to my dear brother ;? 
(who uy very ill of the ſame diſtemper in another 
room). Looking on his ſiſter, he ſaid, © Pray dear ſiſter 
© do not weep, that will but trouble me:“ then he 
began his laſt farewell, ſaying, © Farewell father,” 
and kiſſing him ſeveral times; he alſo expreſſed much 
love and affection to his mother, and deſired, If the 
© Lord did not ſee fit to give him a longer time in 
«© this world, he might be favoured with a quick and 
© caſy paſſage: and the Lord was pleaſed to grant 


his 
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his requeſt, for after having ſpent the night pretty 


much in ſlumber, next morning, like a lamb, without 

ſigh or groan, he departed this life, being the 10th of 

the ſeventh month, 1732, aged eighteen years, fix 

months, and twenty-ſeven days; and we 4 

is entered into that reſt prepared for the righteous. 
His body was carried to the meeting-houſe at 

Auſtle, where divers teſtimonies were borne to the 


truth, to the ſatisfaction of thoſe preſent; and from 


thence accompanied by many friends, and a great 
number of the inhabitants of the town, to friends 
burying- ground, and there interred the 12th of the 


aforeſaid month. 


ARAH MARRIOTT, daughter of Richard 
Marriott, and Elizabeth his wife, of Mansfield, 

in the county of Nottingham, was a child religiouſly 
inclined, which was obſerved by her behaviour, eſpe- 
cially in religious meetings. She was taken ill of 
a conſumption in the eighteenth year of her age, 
after ſome time, ſhe went into Warwickſhire, for 
change of air, to ſome relations there, but receiving 
no benefit thereby, and finding herſelf declining, 
was very deſirous to return home, that ſhe might ſee 
her brother and ſiſters before the died: accordingly it 
pleaſed the Lord to give her ſtrength to accompliſh 
it, to her and her relations great ſatisfaction. She 
came home the 8th of the eleventh month, 1732. 
The ſame evening, her heart being opened in the love 
of God to impart her mind to her ſiſters, and them 
about her, ſhe ſignified that ſhe had had a weaning 
time from the world, and that ſhe faw nothing 
engaging in it, but the company of her relations: 
{he alſo A us know what an exerciſing time ſhe had 


witneſſed when at nn. want of the preſence 
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of; the Lord, which he had: withdrawn from her a 
little. time; and that although. ſhe had never been 
guilty of; any thing that was bad, yet ſhe found little 
things hard enough to get over, but now could ſpeak 
of;the goodneſs of the Lord to her: ſhe ſaid, © He had 
© been. good to her. many ways, and that nothing 
©, ſtood in her way;* for which ſhe praiſed his holy 
name, in a ſweet heavenly frame of mind, being re- 
ſigned to his will; and ſo continued, thoſe few days 
ſhe was with us, in which time ſhe gave good exhor- 
tation to her ſiſters, as That they might be careful 
C what company they kept, and to avoid all ſuch as 
© are light and airy, which draws the mind farther 
© from God; but rather to chooſe the company of 
© ſuch who are religious; and alſo to avoid the 
< reading of all vain and unprofitable books, which 
© tend to corrupt the minds of youth; but charged 
them to read the holy Scriptures, and ſuch books as 
c promote godlineſs; and deſired they would be 
c watchful againſt ſleeping, in religious meetings ;* 
and ſhe. ſet forth the evil of it; as alſo of ſinging of 
ſongs, and warned them againſt it; and farther 
added, She hoped they would remember her words 
£-when ſhe was gone.“ Speaking of the viſitation of 
God to her very early, ſhe ſaid, I heard his call 
c before I knew what it was. 

About twelve hours before her death, being up in 
her. chair, ſhe deſired we might have a little meeting 
with her, in which time ſhe was in a ſolid retired 
frame of mind, much deſiring ſhe might have an eaſ 
paſſage out of this life; which was granted her to all 
appearance; ſhe all along continued very ſenſible, 
and was not attended with thoſe agonies as are uſual, 
but lay breathing in ſpirit to the Lord; and a few 
hours before her departure, ſhe deſired - © her love 
© might be remembered to all her relations and 
6 friends, and to all that aſked after her; and that 
her father and mother might give her up 55 = 


Ä QA 


* 
2 


_ ww 
a — 1 


r 
of 
je 
*h 
d 
as 
0E 
3 7 
of 
er 
ds 
of 


all 


PIETY PROMOTED. 123 
© Lord, ſhe deſiring to be reſigned to the will of 


© him that gave her being.” She departed this life 


the 12th of the eleventh month, 1732, aged eighteen 
years, and left a good report behind her. 


— - — EO 


TARY DOWDEN, of Wandſworth in Surry, 
daughter of Chriſtopher Grainger and ny 
is wife, of the liberty of Weſtminſter, was 


about the 20th of the ſixth month, 1646. —'She had 


a liberal education, and when young was much taken 
with the gay fopperies of the times; although ſhe was 
not guilty of groſs enormities, the Lord was pleaſed 
to reach unto her, and bring her through judgment, 
in order to redeem her from tlie evils of the world 
and as ſhe gave way to his workings upon her heart, 
it pleaſed the Almighty to favour her with farther 
manifeſtations of his love and light, whereby ſhe came 
to ſee her ſtate and condition as it really was in the 
fight of God; and as the became obedient, love and 


light increafed, and ſhe was brought to know where 
he feeds his flock, and caufes them to reſt at noon- 


day. During the time ſhe was under the work-and 
operation of the divine power and ſpirit of God in her 
own heart, ſhe had many outward troubles and trials 
to paſs through ; in particular, when ſhe was con- 
vinced of the bleſſed truth, about the year 1675, her 
huſband, Robert Archer, who died abont the year 
1688, ſhewed a great averſion thereto, and would 
often expreſs himſelf in very harſh terms on that 
occaſion, though otherwiſe a good huſband, which 
made it more difficult for her to make open profeſſion, 
but yet ſhe was preſerved in the truth, and lived to 
the end of her days an ornament to her Chriſtian 
profeſſion. She was married in the year 1697 to 


John Dowden, of Cranbrook, in the county of Kent, 


L 2 one 
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one of her own perſuaſion, who departed this life in 
the year 1701, from which time ſhe continued a 
widow. She was a woman of extenſive charity, and 
very ſerviceable among her neighbours, relations, and 
friends, in affairs both religious and civil, according 
to her ability, accounting her outward ſubſtance the 
Lord's, and ſhe his ſteward, which was ſo impreſſed 
upon her mind, that when ſhe ſpake of it, ſhe gene- 
rally expreſſed herſelf thus: The Lord hath lent 
me; ' and inſtead of ſaying I will give', ſhe would 
ſay, © I will hand,” — indeed it would far exceed 
the intended account, juſt to hint the ſeveral branches 
of her good conduct. About the beginning of the 
ſixth month, 1734, inclining to make ſome altera- 
tions in her will, ſhe ſent for a kinſman, to whom 
ſhe communicated her mind on that head, and deſired 
one might be drawn according to her directions; 
which being done, and ſhe taken ill, ſent for him 
again, who came with-it, and when it was executed, 
ſhe expreſſed her ſatisfaction, ſaying, © I wanted to 
© ſettle the earthly matters for the beſt, and now I 
© am eaſy, I have nothing that lies as a burthen or 
© load on my mind; my conſcience is clear I have 
nothing to do but to die.“ At another time ſhe. 
ſaid, I long to be with Chriſt; oh! how I am 
© ſtraitened till this be accompliſhed :* adding, Oh! 
© how the people called Quakers run out in dreſs, and 
© are altered from what they were in days paſt; often 
admiring the goodneſs of God in his providential care 
over her, both temporally and ſpiritually; and adviſing 
all about her, to keep low in their minds, and not 
© to let ina worldly exalted ſpirit.” To her kinſman 
taking his leave of her, who ſaid, © The Lord bleſs 
© thee, dear aunt,” ſhe anſwered, © Child, he does bleſs 
© me, he does bleſs me.“ She often deſired ſtillneſs, 
and to be alone. To her kinſman's wife ſhe ſaid, 
© Child, keep to meetings.* At one time, when ſhe 
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was in an agony, ſhe deſired to die very quickly, but 
catching her words, ſhe pauſed a little, and then ſaid, 
in a ſolemn manner, Not my will, but thine be 
done; and ſhe continued in a heavenly frame of 
mind. Her kinſman aſking her, how it was with 
her, as to her inward condition; after a ſhort pauſe, 
ſhe anſwered, © Strong in the Lord, and ſtedfaſt in 


« the faith:* and he taking leave of her, ſhe ſaid, 


© The Lord, I hope, will bleſs thee, and my laſt 
© love is to all, every body, all the world.“ She 


continued in great pain until the 5th of the ſeventh 


month, 1734, and about fix in the evening ſhe fell 
aſleep; departing without ſigh or groan, aged 85 


years, and upwards, leaving a ſweet favour behind | 


her, by her holy life and godly converſation. 

Her corpſe was carried from her own houfe to 
friend's meeting-houſe at Wandſworth, attended by 
many friends and relations ; and after a folid meeting, 
wherein divers living teſtimonies were borne to the 
truth, was interred in friend's burying-ground there, 
on the 8th of the aforeſaid month. 


5 


ETER FEARON, of Sheaton, in the county 
of Cumberland, was born at Great Broughton, 
in the ſaid county, in the year 1651, and educated 
in the way of the church of England. About the 


fourteenth year of his age, he was bound apprentice 
to our worthy friend John Banks, and in the time of 


his apprenticeſhip he received the bleſſed truth; and 
as he grew in the life thereof it became his concern 


to bear a publick teſtimony to the virtue and excel- 


lency of it; and as he grew in the miniſtry, his heart 
was enlarged, and he travelled in the ſervice of the 
goſpel in moſt parts of this nation, and viſited friends 
in Seotland and Ireland ſeveraf times: and alfo in 
92 L 3 company 
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company with James Dickenſon, viſited friends in 
Holland, and divers parts of Germany, in which 
places he had good ſervice, being ſkilful in dividing 
the word aright, ſharp againſt the hypocrites and 
rebellious, yet tender to the mourners and diſconſo- 
late: he was an able miniſter, ſound in doctrine, 
convincing to gainſayers, confirming and edifying to 
the churches : very ſerviceable in meetings for diſci- 
pline, and zealouſly concerned for promoting good 
order therein, being particularly gifted for that excel- 
lent work : he was a diligent attender of meetings for 


the worſhip of God, and alfo thoſe for diſcipline in 


his own meeting at home, and of good ſervice, 
though ſharp againſt oppoſite ſpirits that withſtood 


the truth: he was a patient ſufferer, and bore a faith- 


ful teſtimony againſt the payment of tithes, and true 
to the other branches of our Chriſtian teſtimony ; 
free and openhearted to entertain friends that travelled 
for the ſervice of the goſpel; a kind and loving huſ- 
band ; his godly converſation adorned his miniſtry : 
he was tender and loving to thoſe that were young, 
in whom he perceived a concern for the promotion of 
truth, that it may be juſtly ſaid of him, he was not 
only a faithful elder in our Iſrael, but alſo a tender 
father in the church of Chriſt. In the latter part of 
his time he grew infirm, and weak in body, yet of 
found mind and memory to the laſt. A little before 


his departure, he ſaid, He was glad he had got ſo 


© far through the world unſpotted, and that he had 
© fought a good fight, and kept the faith, and that 


© there was a crown laid up for him.“ Thus this 


good man had cauſe to rejoice when he was near to 
Five this world. He finiſhed his courſe and teſtimony 
the 14th of the eleventh month, 1734, and on the 
17th his body was accompanied by a great number of 
friends and ſober n ee to friends burying- 
ground in Cockermouth, in the ſaid county, and 
there. decently interred, where divers living teſtimo- 
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nies were borne to the truth. And although it is the 
churches great loſs of ſo ſerviceable a member, we 
make no doubt, but he is entered into that glorious 
reſt and kingdom which is prepared for all them that 
faithfully ſerve the Lord in their generation. He was 
aged 83 years, and a miniſter about 56 years. 


— — — — 


OME account of WILLIAM FENNEL, 
and BLESSING FENNEL, his wife, by way 
of teſtimony, from the men and women's meeti 
in Youghall in Ireland, concerning our dear friends. 
The faid William was eldeſt fon to John Fennel and 
Mary his wife, of Killicomonbeg, in the county of 
Tipperary, who were early convinced of the truth, as 
profeſſed by us, the people called Quakers, and were 
ſerviceable in their time and place. | 
Bleſſing was the eldeſt daughter of Robert Sand- 
ham, and Deborah his wife, of whoſe pious lives and 
deaths ſome account is given in the Dying Sayings of 
friends already publiſhed. | 
They, the ſaid William and Bleſſing, by the ac- 
count we have had, and what we knew of them, were 
not only educated in the profeſſion of truth, but in 
their minority were ſober, and religiouſly inclined, 
and dutiful to their parents, and as they grew in years, 
by and through the Lord's grace and good ſpirit, grew | 
in ſobriety and virtue; their lives and converſations 
adorned their profeſſion. They took each other in 


mämarriage in the year 1688, and ſettled in Youghall, 


where they became ſerviceable in divers reſpects, 
through the Lord's goodneſs and preſerving power. 
They were concerned, according to the ability re- 
ceived, in their place and ſtation, to maintain truth's 
teſtimony in the ſeveral branches thereof, and were 
diligent attenders of meetings for the worſhip of 2 
f 0 
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alſo thoſe for good order and diſcipline in the church, 
both at home and abroad, as province and half year's 
meetings, whilſt they had ability of body. They 
were as lights in that place, their houſe and hearts 
were open to entertain ſtrangers and their friends 
cheerfully: they lived in great love and unity together, 
and trained up their children, not only in plainneſs of 
ſpeech and apparel, but alſo in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, and walked as good examples 
before them and others, in godlineſs and honeſty, be- 


ing juſt in their dealings, and careful and punctual to 


keep their word and promiſes, keeping in moderation 
and temperance, loving and kind to friends and 


neighbours, and affectionate to parents, and charita- 


ble to the poor, doing good unto all, but more 
eſpecially to the houſhold of faith, according to their 
ability. 

The ſaid William, in the time of his laſt illneſs, 
ſpake many ſenſible expreſſions, ſaying, There lay 


nothing in his way that he knew of, and deſired to 


© be diſſolved and taken out of that frail tabernacle of 


© clay:? and fo continued in a ſweet, ſenſible, reſigned 


frame of mind, often praying unto the Lord to bleſs 


bis children, and to be a comfort to his dear wife; 


and one day ſaid to her, My dear, the Lord hath 
© been very good to me from my childhood to this 


day, many ways; and in particular, in bleſſing me 
with a tender, loving, and faithful wife, and dutiful 


© children; and that the Lord's goodneſs continued 
© to him in that laſt ſickneſs ;* with other expreſſions 
which were affecting to thoſe preſent. 


Ile departed this life the 23th of the ſeventh month, 


1724, aged 73 years. 
f 71 few weeks after his death, his widow, in arifwer 


_ -to a letter to a particular friend, F. W. of Cork, 


gave the following account concerning her huſband, 
in theſe worde, vis. * Although I fully believe the 
huſband 
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© to himſelf, yet his removal is my exceeding great loſs, 
© he being a faithful fellow-traveller with me in our 
© ſpiritual 2 Zion-ward: he was not a man 
© that would ſpeak ſo much as ſome others, but was 
© fincere-hearted to God, and tender of the honour of 
© his truth, bearing burthens often for peace-ſake in 
this meeting, labouring to preſerve unity, and keep 


down a dividing ſpirit: and farther, if I may be 


© allowed to give his character in a few words: 


He was a faithful man, fearing God, and hating . 
«© covetouſneſs, doing nothing through ſtrife or vain 
© glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, eſteeming others 
better than himſelf.” 

She lived about ten years after the death of her 
huſband, and continued a ſerviceable woman in her 
place, being a mother in our Iſrael, a teacher of 
good things, her words being ſeaſoned with grace; 
often telling her children of the Lord's merciful and 
tender dealings, and preſervation of her and her's all 
her life long. Some years before her death, ſhe ap- 


peared in a publick teſtimony in this meeting, telling 


what God had done for her foul, in a lively manner; 
and had a zealous concern to ſtir up friends to watch- 
fulneſs and circumſpeRion in their converſations, and 
to do nothing againſt the truth, but for it. 

She was under pretty much weakneſs and infirmity 
of body for ſome time before her laſt ſickneſs; yet 
preſerved in a ſweet, reſigned, tender frame of ſpirit 
to the laſt, and often gave good advice to her chil- 
dren, Her laſt illneſs was ſhort, and being weak 
before, ſhe did not ſay much to her children, or thoſe 
about her at that time, ſave that to her eldeſt daughter 
and her huſband, the day before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid, 
She was glad to ſee them once more, and deſired 
the Lord might bleſs and preſerve them in his. 
truth.“ She departed this life the 4th of the third 


month, 173 5 in the 740 85 of 5 25 70 
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doubt not but ſhe is entered into that reſt God hath 
prepared for all who love and fear him. 


Given forth by order and on behalf of our ſaid 
meeting, the 8th of the twelfth month, 1735. 


D _—_—_____—__—__——_ 


CARAH STEPHENSON, daughter of Daniel 
Stephenſon and Hannah his wife, of Kendal, in 
the county of Weſtmoreland, was a child of a tender 
conſtitution, many times out of health, yet when any 
way better, of a bright and cheerful countenance. 
During the whole time of her illneſs, ſhe had a great 
thought of a future ſtate, and was often heard to 
pray to the Lord with fervency of ſpirit, inſomuch 
that ſeveral times thoſe about her were affected with 
a ſenſe of divine goodneſs : ſhe would often be ſpeak- 
ing of her going to her brother John, who died in 
his infancy, ſome years before, and that ſhe would 
go to him, and much rather choſe to die than live; 
which ſhe ſeveral times with great earneſtneſs ſigni- 
fed. Her mother one time aſked her what was the 
reaſon that ſhe ſeemed ſo defirous to die, telling her, 
ſhe had many privileges more than many poor children; 
ſhe replied, in a ſolid weighty manner, © If I die now 
© I ſhall go to heaven, but if I live longer, I know 
© not how it may be with me.“ At another time, 
when ſhe ſaw her father under fome trouble, ſhe ſaid, 
© Dear father, do not grieve for me, for I ſhall be 
© happy.” Another time, when ſhe perceived her 
mother weeping, ſhe ſaid, Do not grudge my hap- 
© pineſs, for I thall go to heaven.“ The day before 
ſhe died, her father aſking her if ſhe knew him, ſhe 
replied, © Yea, ſhe was like to know her dear 
« father ;* and perceiving him under ſome trouble, 
ſhe ſaid, The Lord comfort thee.” Then her nurſe 
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inquiring what ſhe would have, ſhe replied with a 
pleaſing ſmile, © It is no matter for any natural food.“ 
At another time a young man came to viſit her, and 
aſked her how ſhe did; after ſome lilence, ſhe re- 
turned this anſwer: © I am praying that I may be 
prepared for that holy place, into which no unhol 

© thing muſt enter.“ The perſon hearing thoſe 


words, and conſidering the frame of her mind, it did 


ſo affect him, that it occaſioned many tears. A ſober 
neighbour, a prieſt's wife, who ſeveral times came to 
ſee her, and heard ſome of her expreſſions, turning 
to her mother, ſaid, Tou have great reaſon to be 
content to hear what a happy condition your child 
is in; I never heard the like in all my life.“ Much 
more of the ſame nature the child ſpoke, but they 
neglecting to write it down, it cannot be perfectl 
remembered. This is writ with deſires, that chof⸗ 
who are young in years may conſider how ſhort and 
uncertain their time is here, ſo that through divine 
aſſiſtance timely preparation may be made, that at the 
concluſion of time, we may have admittance into the 
heavenly kingdom into which no unclean thing muſt 
enter. She departed this life the 18th of the ſeventh 
month, 1736, aged 13 years and three months, 


A ſhort Teſtimony concerning our ancient and 
worthy Friend Janet FEARON. 


ANE FEARON, was born of religious parents, 
who lived and died in the truth, whoſe care was 

to educate her in the way thereof. She was favoured 
with the love of -God 'in her young years, and came 
under the baptiſm of his holy Spirit, by which ſhe 
was made a member of the true church; afterwards 
ſhe came to witneſs: the more large and powerful 
effuſions 
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effuſions of the divine grace or holy Spirit of God, 
in order to proclaim the everlaſting goſpel. I hus 
| gifted. and prepared for the miniſtry, ſhe was ſent 
forth, and made to run to and fro in the earth. to 
diſcharge that truſt which God had committed to 
her. dhe was engaged in mind to go and viſit the Ifle 
of Man, along with a friend, where they both ſuffered 
impriſonment for the teſtimony's ſake. After which 
ſhe travelled into Scotland, and viſited friends in that 
nation; and ſhortly after was engaged to travel into 
Wales, and from thence through many counties in 
- the Weſt of England; in all which travels ſhe was 
borne up, and fitted for the ſervice ſhe was called 
unto. Soon after ſhe returned from theſe travels, ſhe 
was married to our worthy friend Peter Fearon. She 
{ill retained her integrity, and was zealous for the 
truth, and the cauſe thereof, often bearing a living 
teſtimony, and declaring the univerſality of God's 
love unto all the children of men, directing them 
unto that inward means, the promiſe of God unto all 
ſucceeding ages, by the mediation and merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, viz. the ſpirit of truth, 
which is to lead us. into all truth, or, as the apoſtle 
expreſſeth it, Chriſt in you, the hope of glory.” 
After this ſhe travelled into Ireland and Scotland 
ſeveral times, and met with a great many beſetments 
and difficulties in her pilgrimage through this life, too 
tedious here to mention : through all which travels 
and ſervices in the truth, ſhe was preſerved in a clean, 
pure, and exemplary conduct; ſo that we may truly 


ſay, her converſation adorned her profeſſion. She 


was always very diligent in attending meetings, even 
when by the infirmities of age it could not be ex- 
| pected: ſhe was endowed with a capacity beyond 
many, ready in diſcerning, of a mature judgment, 
and might truly be eſteemed a mother in Iſrael, a 
loving wife, an affectionate mother, a kind neighbour, 


and ready to do good to all, Although it be our loſs 
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to part with ſo valuable a friend, we are fully ſatisfied 


it is her everlaſting -gain, being gone beyond the 


reach of all diſturbance, where the wicked ceaſe from 


troubling, where all ſorrows and tears are wiped 


away, and the ſoul received into eternal peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt. | 

She calmly departed this life the 18th of the ninth 
month, 1737, in the 82d year of her age, having 
been near 50 years a miniſter; and was buried the 
21ſt of the ſame month, in friend's burial-ground, at 
Cockermouth, in Cumberland, being attended to her 
grave by many friends and others. 


NONE of the dying ſayings of the aforeſaid 
ancient friend being come to my hand, that the me- 
mory of ſo wortny a woman, and faithful ſervant and 
miniſter of Chriſt, might be revived and perpetuated 
to generations to come, I concluded the foregoing 
brief teſtimony concerning her, well deſerved a place 
in this collection: for during the long and intimate 
acquaintance I had with her, I received great benefit 
and advantage both by her miniſtry and godly con- 
verſation, which were truly informing and edifying 
to me, whenſoever it happened that I was favoured 
with her company, and it may be truly ſaid, ſhe was 
not only a living miniſter in the church of Chriſt, but 
a nurſing mother where ſhe ſaw any of the youth 
under the work of divine power, and preparing hand 
of the Almighty, in order to the making them fit 
veſſels for his = for which ſervice ſhe was particu- 
larly gifted and qualified, and made an inſtrument-of 
help and great good to many: in confirmation 
whereof, and which induced me the more to publiſh 
it, that by the ordering and wiſdom of Providence, 
ſhe was at the firſt meeting .of friends, which it was 
my lot, more by accident than deſign, to drop into, 
and was the firſt miniſter I ever heard who preached 
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up life and ſalvation, and perfect redemption Yut of 
the ſtate of the fall by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and the 
ſufficiency of that divine principle that comes by him 
to effect this great and neceſſary work, and bore teſ- 
timony to the light of Chriſt in the heart, the imme- 
diate means whereby all things reproveable are made 
manifeſt : which doctrine was ſuitably adapted to my 
condition at that time, I having befoee received and 
believed in that inward and divine principle ſhe bore 
teſtimony to, and known ſomething of the work of 
it in mine own heart, but til] that time, in all my 
ſearchings among profeſſors of divers names, I never 
met with any who held it to be ſufficient to fave from 
all fin, whilſt we are clothed with theſe mortal 
bodies : for I having never had any converſation on 
religious ſubjects with any friend, nor read any of 
their writings, was wholly ignorant of their princi- 
ples: I ever after highly eſteemed and valued her as 
a meſſenger of glad tidings, and as one who bore 
teſtimony to the means by which the captives might 
be ſet at liberty, and be rendered capable of anſwer- 
ing the end of their creation, viz. to glorify that 
God who made them, and ſhew forth his praiſe, 
whoſe ſervice ſhe faithfully anſwered during her long 
pilgrimage through this world, t 


15. 


D 


EBORAH BELL, wife of John Bell, of 
D Bromley in Middleſex, late of Gracechurch- 
KRreet, London, daughter of John and Deborah 
Wynn, was born at Bradford in Yorkſhire, and be- 
ing carefully educated in the way of truth by her 

ious and faithful parents, ſhe ſought the way of the 
| Lord, and the knowledge of his bleſſed truth, when 


very 
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very young, and was mercifully favoured to partake 
of that virtue and divine goodneſs which maketh 
fruitful towards God, as ſhe frequently expreſſed 
herſelf, In her minority ſhe often earneſtly deſired 
the Lord would be pleaſed to enable her to come up 
in doing his will, and that in all things ſhe might be 
perfectly reſigned to anſwer his holy mind and re- 
quirings, and be fully given up in heart in all ſince- 
rity, and by his grace devoted to ſerve and obey him, 
according to the ability received : he in mercy and 
lovingkindneſs heard her humble petitions, and grant- 
ed the early viſitations of his love and (goodneſs, in 
the pourings forth of his holy Spirit, and gradually, 
by the work of his own divine power, ſo prepared 
and ſancti fied her heart, that ſhe was made a veſſel of 
honour ; for as ſhe became acquainted with his divine 
and living word, when very young, fhe grew in ex- 
perience of that work which is wrought by the power 
of Chriſt, by which alone ſalvation and perfect re- 
demption is witneſſed; and being an humble fol- 
lower of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and through the 
operation of his grace freely reſigned, and cheerfully 
given up to follow theſe manifeſtations of the divine 
light and workings of ihe Spirit, which are inwardly 
revealed, ſhe was ſo fitted for her maſter's uſe and 
ſervice, as carly to become a branch in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the true and living vine, laden with fruit to the 
praiſe and glory of God the good huſbandman ; and 
being led through deep travail, and cloſe everciſe 
and affliction of mind, ſhe thereby gained great ex- 
perience, and was made fenfible of various ſtates 
and conditions, which tended to the qualifying her 
for that great and weighty work whereunto ſhe was 
aftei wards called. For about the nineteenth year of 
her age, the Lord ſaw meet in his wiſdom to com- 
mit a diſpenſation of the everlaiting goſpel to her to 
preach ; in which ſervice, the being faithful; grew 
in the knowledge of Gon en had great e 
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of his dealings, and like the wiſe ſcribe, who was 
well inſtructed to the kingdom, brought forth out 
of the good treaſury of her heart, things both new 
and old, Mat. xiii. 52. ſo that ſhe became an able 


miniſter thereof, to the comfort and edification of the 


churches where ſhe came, and many, who were 
unacquainted with the work of the bleſſed truth in 
themſelves, were reached to, by her powerful and lively 
miniſtry, in the ſervice of which ſhe often appeared 
ſtrong when in bodily weakneſs, which frequently 
attended her, to the admiration of thoſe who had the 
knowledge of her outward infirmities. She Jaboured 


faithfully in word and doctrine, and viſited many of 


the meetings of friends in moſt parts of England, 
Wales, Scotland, and was twice in Ireland, and had 
good ſervice where the came, for the duly regarded 
the motions and guidance of truth in all her ſervices, 
and in an eſpecial manner, when under a concern to 
travel on that account, ſhe earneſtly deſired to be 
fully ſatisfied of being rightly called, and to ſee her 
way clearly opened, both as to the time when,- the 
places where, and the people to whom it was her 
duty to miniſter, and was ever very careful to return 
when ſhe found her mind clear and ealy ;, the would 
often ſay, which I mention for the inſtruction of 
others, that © there was great danger in exceeding 


© the commiſſion by ſtaying abroad beyond the right 


© time.” She greatly deſired that all the miniſters of 


Chriſt, who found themſelves concerned to travel in 


the ſervice of the goſpel, might take due care not to 
miſs their way on that hand ; neither might, when 
in their travels, be drawn aſide out of the right line 
opened to them by the truth, through the perſuaſion 

of unwary inconſiderate people, but might wait for 
the power of Chriſt our Lord to preſerve them 
ſteady in mind in all their ſervices for the promotion 
of the bleſſed truth, frequently repeating, that © ſhe 
had obſerved divers whom ſhe believed to mm 
© been 
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© been rightly drawn forth, who yet through weak- 
«© neſs and inftability had miſled their way in thoſe 
« particulars, and thereby received hurt, and leſſened 
© their ſervice.” When ſhe was under a concern to 
go abroad to viſit the churches, the weight of that 
exerciſe brought her very low, both in body and 
mind, for ſhe waited diligently for the counſel of 


God, and full ſatisfaction in herſelf, before ſhe made 


her concern known to any; for her whole depend- 
ance was in great humility on Chriſt our Lord, to 
put her forth, and go before her, and to give her 
ſtrength and wiſdom, to diſcharge herſelf faithfully 
to her own comfort and peace, the edification of the 
people, and his honour. But though ſhe was ſtrong 
in the Lord, and zealouſly concerned for the cauſe 
of truth, yet by nature of a weakly conſtitution, 
and through hard travel, and cloſe exerciſe, which 
often was upon her for the truth's ſake, her bodily 
infirmities increaſed before old age came on. 
Towards the latter part of her time, being infirm, 
ſhe frequently rejoiced in the Lord, and expreſſed 
the great comfort, peace and ſatis faction, which ſhe 
had in having devoted her youthful days to his ſer- 


vice, and being freely given up faithfully to obey his 


calls and holy requirings, whilſt a degree of health 
and ſtrength were granted, and ſhe was able to un- 
dergo ſuch ſervice, often ſaying, An early devotion 
© was very acceptable to God, and the ſtrength of 
* youth could never be ſo well and profitably em- 
« ployed, as in faithfully ſerving the Lord in humility - 
© and fincere obedience in whatſoever work he in 
his wiſdom may be pleaſed to qualify them for, and 
© call them into; for whereſoever it happened that 
© any ſuch lived to be attended with the infirmities 
of old age, the comfort and peace they would 
© enjoy, would be abundantly more to them than 
© all the comforts of'this life ; for ſhe could by living 
experience ſay, that nothing in this world was 
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© worthy to be compared with it.“ She often ear- 
neſtly deſired the ſenſe thereof might lay hold of our 
youth, that they might give up their minds to ſeek 
the Lord early, and devote the ſtrength of their time 
to his ſervice, that in the end they might be made 
partakers of the ſame comfort and peace, which was 
her greateſt joy and real cauſe of rejoicing, and be- 
came more and more ſo as ſhe drew near her con- 
cluſion: and this I publiſh for their peruſal, that if 
by any means they might be prevailed on, and ſtirred 
up to conſider how neceſſary and truly profitable it 
is to begin early in that great duty recommended by 
the wiſe man, Remember now thy Creator in the 
« days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, 


„ nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 


* have no pleaſure in them, Eccleſ. xii. J. 
Being under a concern to viſit a few meetings in 
Hertfordſhire, and as far as Huntington, though in 
a weak {tate of health, ſhe undertook that journey, 
which proved her laſt, towards the middle of the 
ſeventh month, 1738 ; ſhe was from home ten days, 
and had ſix meetings; and although weak in body, 
yet ſhe appeared ſtrong in her miniſtry, and had 
good ſervice, much to the ſatisfaction and comfort 
of friends where ſhe came. When the came home, 


ſhe rejoiced much, and faid, She was humbly. 


© thankful to the Lord who had enabled her to per- 
© form the journey, and had given her ſtrength to 
_ © diſcharge herſelf faithfully of that concern ſhe 
© was under, and that her heart was filled with peace 
and comfort, which he is pleaſed to favour his obe- 
© dient ſervants with, and that ſhe apprehended her 
* day's work was nigh finiſhed, for ſhe faw no more 
© work her great Maſter had for her to do; and the 
had no deſire to live, but to ſerve and glorify him.“ 
The Jaſt time ſhe was at the evening- meeting at 
Bromley, about two weeks before ſhe died, ſhe bore 
a living teſtimony to the truth, and- was concerned 
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in ſupplication to the Lord in a particular manner, 
and in great fervency prayed for the preſervation, 
growth and ſettlement of the youth amongſt us, in 
the living eternal truth, to the affecting and tender- 
ing of many hearts. When ſhe came home from the 
meeting, ſhe was filled with divine comfort, and 
ſaid, © It is now finiſhed, I do not expect you will 
© have me with you at that meeting any more.“ Af- 
terwards her weakneſs of body increaſed, and ſhe 
taking cold, it ſeized her lungs, and occaſioned a 
hoarſeneſs, which ſhe was often liable to. On the 
224 day of the eighth month, being the firſt day of 
the week, we went to London to meeting, but being 
ſo much indiſpoſed, ſhe was under ſome difficulty to 
ſtay the time of it, and did not go in the afternoon, 
but waited for me at a friend's houſe until meeting 
ended; coming home, ſhe continued weakly till 
fourth day evening, when ſhe grew much worſe, 
therefore had the advice of a phylician, but it had 
not the deſired effect. Her affliction increafing, on 
ſixth day morning a pleuriſy came on, which much 
affected her breathing; and though means were uſed 
to remove it, ſhe found no relief, and the pain grew 
more violent, ſo that her affliction was great, and 
in an humble ſubmiſſion ſhe earneſtly deſired of the 
Lord, that he would give her ſtrength to bear her 
pain and affliction patiently ; and her petition was 
fully granted, for ſhe was endued with patience to 
an uncommon degree, and bore her affliction with 
ſuch a firm reſignation and thankfulneſs of heart, 
and with tender love and condeſcenſion to all about 


her, and abundance of ſweetnefs ſhe- ſtill enjoyed, 


as appeared by many precious and lively expreſſions 


which dropped from her, which often tendered the 


hearts of all about her. When her pain was very 
great, ſhe expreſſed herſelf at times after the follow= 
ing manner; This is hard work indeed, one had 


need to have nothing elſe to do at ſuch a time as 
Sas this g 
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© this; I am ſure it is as much as I am able to en- 
© dure to bear the aMflictions of the body, one had 
© not need to have terror of mind beſides.” And 
appealing to a young woman ſtanding by her, whom 
| the dearly loved, and who had duly attended her in 
her illneſs, ſaid, © Thou knoweſt I have had very 
© little reſpite from pain ſince I was firſt taken ill; 
I would have none put off that great work of re- 
© pentance till ſuch a time as this; if I had that 
© work to do, what a dreadful thing it would be.“ 
At another time, divers young people being preſent, 
ſhe ſaid, I would have our young people be willing 
© to bear the croſs in their youth, and , deſpiſe the 
© ſhame, for that is the way to have true peace in 
© themſelves.” And another time ſhe ſaid, © I now 
© feel that which my ſoul has longed for.“ And ſee- 
ing divers young women ſtanding round her bed, 
whoſe growth and ſettlement in the bleſſed truth ſhe 
had often been concerned for, ſhe looked folidly upon 
them, and ſpake on this wiſe, © I was early con- 
< vinced, that unleſs I was born again, I could not 
© ſee the kingdom of God; 1 have witneſſed it, and 
© you know I have preached this doctrine to you, 
© and you muſt know it for yourſelves.” And this 
ſhe ſpake with ſuch authority as pierced the hearts of 
all preſent, and I believe will not eaſily be forgot. 
At another time looking ſteadily upon us, with a 
compoled countenance ſaid, I have always been 
< ſincere, and never had any thing in view but the 
great cauſe of God, and that I might be clear of 
c the blood of all men; and I have diſcharged my- 
< ſelf faithfully, for whatſoever my hand found to 
< do, I did it with all my might, and never ſpared 
c myſelf, and I am fully clear and eaſy, and my 
< day's work ſeems to be done.“ At another time, 
obſerving the diſtreſs I was in, ſhe looked earneftly 
upon me, and ſaid, The Lord brought us 'toge- 
ther, and has been wich us, and thou muſt give 
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< me freely up to him again, and he will ſupport 
© thee, and take care of thee.” ' At another time, 
being in deep diſtreſs of mind, under the conſidera- 
tion of my great loſs of fo dear a companion, if ſhe 
ſhould be removed, I aſked her if ſhe had not rather 
live with me a little longer, if Providence ſaw meet 
ſhe looked pleaſantly upon me, and after a little pauſe, 
ſaid, © I have no defire nor will of my own, I ſtand 
© in the will of God.“ At another time, under the 
ſenſe of her great pain, ſhe ſaid, * 3 deſire 
© the Lord may releaſe me whilſt I have ſtrength 
and patience to bear my afflictions, but I neither 
© murmur nor repine.* And obſerving the ſadneſs 
of my countenance, ſhe ſaid, < Why ſhould'I not 
go now? I can never go better.“ I told her, if 
Providence pleaſed to raiſe her again, ſhe might be 
with me longer, and be of ſervice, and yet go well; 
ſhe readily anſwered, © "There may be danger in 
© that, I am now e ready.“ At another time I told 
her, when bemoaning myſelf, if the Lord ſhould 
ſee meet to remove her from me at that time, that 
] believed he would receive her into the manſions of 
glory; ſhe replied, and ſaid, © I never doubt that, 
I truſt through Chriſt to be received into the arms 
© of eternal bliſs, for I am in peace, and perfectly 


© eaſy.” At another time ſhe looked upon me and 
ſaid, The Lord gave me to thee, and thou muſt 


give me up to him again.“ And towards the latter 
part of her illneſs, being in great pain, and ob- 
ſerving the concern I was in for her, ſhe ſaid, My 
dear, I am afraid thou holdeſt me.“ I anſwered, 
no, I have freely given thee up, and ſtand reſigned 
in the will of God; ſhe looked pleaſantly upon me, 
and replied, That is very good in thee.* Afterwards 
her affliction and pain being very great and heavy 
upon her, ſhe prayed fervently, and faid, Lord, be 
© pleaſed to grant me a little eaſe before I go hence, 


© and be feen of men no more, no more, no _—. 
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And the Lord was pleaſed to anſwer her fervent ſup- 
plication ; for the day before her departure, all pain 
and affliction ſeemed to be removed, and ſhe con- 
tinued quiet and eaſy, in a ſtill ſweet frame of mind, 
and although ſhe ſpoke not much during that time, 
which could be perfectly heard, yet ſhe remained 
very ſenfible, and her ſweet and lively breathings 
plainly declared ſhe continued in inward prayer and 
praiſes unto the Lord; her lips often moving, and 
ſometimes expreſſions were heard, tending to ſignify 
the full aſſurance ſhe had of an inheritance in eternal 
felicity and glory among the juſt. Many more pre- 
cious and weighty expreſſions ſhe dropped during 
her illneſs, which the diftreſs of my mind prevented 
me from remembering perfectly. 

About the fifth hour in the evening, being the 
fifth day of the week, and the 2d of the ninth month, 
17 38, {he ſweetly finiſhed her courſe, and went away 
like an innocent lamb : and notwithſtanding the 
great affliction and pain ſhe underwent for feven days 
and ſeven nights, that brightneſs and innocency which 
truth had impreſſed, remained on her countenance 
when the ſoul was releaſed, and had taken its flight 
into the regions of bliſs and glory. 

She was aged about forty-nine years, and a mini- 
ſter upwards of thirty years, ſhe was endued with 
many eminent gifts and qualifications; an able mi- 
niſter, rightly dividing the word of truth through 
that wiſdom received from God, which proved effec- 
tual to the convincing of divers, and the edifying and 
reaching of many; ſhe was zealous for the cauſe of 
God, and of a diſcerning ſpirit and good underſtand- 
ing, ſo that the enemies of truth could not ſtand 
before her, for her bow abode in ſtrength, and her 
arrows were often carried to the mark, and were ſharp 
againſt undue liberty, deceit, and the works and work- 
ers of unrighteouſneſs. =P 

She 


5 


— 


. 22 0 2 


ol 


W 2 


1 — 2 = . 0 — i 


* 


f 8 


PIETY PROMOTED. 143 


She dearly loved the children of the light, and 
ſincerely ſympathized with ſuch in their affli tions, 
who were ſceking the way to Zion, and often had 
a word of comfort to them : her heart and houſe 
were always open, according to the example of her 
pious parents, to receive the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
remembering what he ſaid, © And whoſoever ſhall 
give to drink unto one of theſe little ones a cu 
« of cold water only, in the name of a diſciple, 
« verily I fay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his 
« reward,“ Matt. x. 42. And likewiſe what he 
told his diſciples, © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
© he that receiveth whomſoever I ſend, receiveth 
« me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that 
« ſent me, John xiii. 20. Her delight was in the 
company of thoſe who laboured for the promotion 
of the goſpel], and, through a good degree of expe- 
rience, ſhe had ſometimes a word of advice and 
cncoutagement to ſuch. 

She was a loving and affectionate wife, and the 
gift of God to me, and as ſuch I always prized her 
a help-mate indeed both in proiperity and adverſity, 
a ſteady and cheerful companion in all the afflictions 
and trials which attended us, and a true and faithful 
yoke-fellow in all our ſervices in the church; for 
being ever one in ſpirit, we became one in faith and 


practice, in diſcerning and judgment, and our con- 


cern and labour was the ſame; which nearly united 
us, and a life of comfort and ſatisfaction we lived; 
our ſouls in the neareſt union delighting in each 
other, and the love and preſence of God, where with 
we were often favoured in our private retirements, 
ſweetened every bitter cup, and made our paſlage 
eaſy and pleaſant to us. But alas! what ſhall I ſay, 
the Lord who is all wiſe, and only knows what is 
beſt for us, hata called her hence, who is worthy to 
do whatſoever he ſees meet; therefore in humble 
ſubmiſſion to his will who gave, and hath taken 

| away, 


% 


144 PIETY PROMOTED. 


away; as N though it is my loſs, it is her 
everlaſting gain, I reſt, and can in ſincerity and 


truth bleſs his name who is worthy for ever. J. B 


On the 7th day of the month aforeſaid, her body 
was accompanied from our dwelling-houſe at Brom- 
ley to the meeting-houſe in Gracechurch- ſtreet, 
London; whence, after a ſolemn meeting, many be- 


ing affected with the removal of ſo near a friend, 


it was carried to friends burying- ground near Bun- 
hill- fields, and buried by her mother, according to her 
deſire. 1 

« Precious in the fight of the Lord, is the death 
& of his ſaints,” Pſal, cxvi. 15. 


ARGARET STONES, wife of John Stones 
M of the city of York, daughter of George 
Pain and Elizabeth his wife, was born at Littleport 

in the ifle of Ely, and had the privilege of a religious 
education; her mother being en as ſhe herſelf 
declared, to inſtruct her children early to live in the 
fear and love of God, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 


viſit her and overcome her heart, and to draw her to 


love him again, when about ten years of age, for 
which fhe was humbly thankful to the end of her 
days: and as through the gradual work of his grace 
ſhe became obedient, ſhe was prepared for ſervice; 
for about the 19th year of her age ſhe was called 
into the work of the miniſtry, in which ſhe laboured 
faithfully, as ſhe declared a little before her death, 
ſaying, that © ſhe had been careful in ſerving the 
© Lord in her known duty, and had done what ſhe 
© could, and had ſuch peace as gave her reaſon ta 
© think it, was acceptable; and further ſaid, * * 
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< ſhe might not fall ſhort in that point, whilſt ſhe 
© was young and able: ſhe induſtriouſly worked 
© with her hands to provide herſelf neceſſaries, as 
much as might be;' in both which reſpects, ſhe 
expreſſed her great ſatisfaction when near her. end. 
During the time of her laſt illneſs, ſhe was divers 
times drawn forth in a very lively manner to ac- 
knowledge the Lord's great love and favour to her, 
at one time expreſſing herſelf in prayer to this effect: 
O Lord! thou haſt been with me through many 
trials, and the various exerciſes I have met with 
< in this life; thou haſt been my ſupport; thou waſt 
© alſo with me when on the great ocean, and com- 
© forted me, and thoſe that were with me there at that 
time; thou mighty God of Jacob, I thankfully re- 
© member thy kindneſs, thy fatherly care and tender 
© dealings; oh! be pleaſed in thy mercy to draw the 
© hearts of many after theez reach to the youth 
< amongſt us, the riſing generation, that they may 
© become thine; with much more to that purpoſe, 
her heart being enlarged in the love of God; ſhe 
thankfully acknowledged his abundant mercy, and 
that ſhe was then a witneſs of his ancient power, 
and that his holy arm was then her ſupport, which 
had been inviſibly underneath to bear her up through 
the many beſetments, ſtraits, -and difficulties of -her 
life; frequently begging, © that the Lord would be 
< pleaſed to bear her up {till until ſhe had finiſhed her 
© courſe, which ſhe was ſenſible was near at hand.“ 
In the time of her great affliction of body, which 
continued about thirteen weeks, ſhe was under an 
earneſt care and concern of mind for the you 
among friends in a particular manner, and beſought 
the Lord on their account, and deſired help for all 
in general, that they might be brought home to him, 
recommending, * that impreflions of love and virtue 
might be: endeavoured early to be made by thoſe 


© who have the education of the youth,” ſaying, 


Vo. III. N < early 
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< early impreſſions laſted long, and were not eaſily 


© razed out.“ She expreſſed her ſorrow for thoſe 
children who in their minority were corrupted by 
ſuch as ſhould inſtruct them in that great Chriſtian 
duty of love; ſaying, it was a pity that their tender 
age ſhould be impoſed upon by thoſe who ſhould 
teach them both love to God and man, and ſhe 
feared the load of ſuch would be too heavy for 
them, but deſired their hearts might be changed 
and turned unto God before it was too late ; and 
that both young and old might learn of Chriſt the 
pure fountain of love, in which ſhe had been care- 


* 


Her affliction and great pain being heavy upon her, 
made the time ſeem long and tedious, yet ſhe often 
acknowledged the abundant mercy and kindneſs of 


God, who had preſerved her in the time of temp- 


£ tation, and delivered her from the jaws of death, 
© and kept her alive to ſound forth his praiſe near 
the finiſhing of her life ;* and faid, © ſhe had nothing 
£ to do but to die.” | 


The firſt day of the firſt month, 1739, ſhe laid 


down her head in peace, and is now at reſt from her 
Jabours ; aged about 52 years, a miniſter about 33 
years: her body was buried in friends burying- 


ground in York, on the 4th of the ſame month. 


| ILLIAM BLUNDON was born in the 
pariſh of Kingſcleer, in the county of 
Southampton, in the year 1655, and educated in the 
way of the church of England; and until about the 
28th year of his age he lived according to the courſe 
of this world, in the reigning vanities and ſinful di- 
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verſions of the times, having little regard to religion, 
till about that time, being viſited with a lingering 
illneſs, which brought him low, he began to con- 
ſider how he ſhould account for his miſ-ſpent time; 
whereupon he in ſome meaſure reformed and left 
the eſtabliſhed church, and joined with the Preſ- 
byterians, but did not find that ſatisfaction he was 
in the purſuit of; yet he remained in hopes to 
find ſomething more certain and ſubſtantial; and 
having heard of the people called Quakers, he in- 
clined to go to one of their meetings, to ſee if he 
could find what his ſoul longed for : and accordingly 
he went to a meeting in a right diſpoſition of mind, 
in great humility, earneſtly deſiring of the Lord, that 


if they were a people who did in truth. enjoy the 


ſweet influence of his love and life, that he might 
then be made a partaker with them; and his cries 
were anſwered, for in that meeting he was made 
ſenſible of the preſence of the living God, and found 
his heart touched and broken in a ſenſe of the good- 
neſs of the Lord; © And oh!” as he hath been heard 
to ſay, let me never forget that day; let me ne- 
ver forget the bowings down of my ſoul at that 
time.“ And we have good reaſon to believe he ne- 


ver did forget it, for from that time forward he came 


conſtantly to friends meeting, and by his circumſpect 
conduct approved himſelf a religious good man, and 
as he ſaid, through many trials within and without, 

© he at length arrived to folid peace of mind.” 
About the year 1710 he found it his duty ſome- 
times to bear teſtimony to the truth in our publick 
meetings, and being faithful therein, the Lord, who 
often chooſeth the mean things of this world, en- 
larged his gift, and made him an acceptable preacher 
of glad tidings to many. In his miniſtry he was 
very plain, ſevere againſt pride, licentiouſneſs, and 
every evil way; but tender towards thoſe in whom 
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were good inclinations, wherever he found them; 
and as Paul adviſed Timothy to © rebuke thoſe that 
ſinned before all, that others might beware,” ſo 
this good man did without reſpect of perſons, being 
neither to be awed by fear, nor biaſſed by favour. 
It ſeemed to be the delight of his foul to deliver the 
whole counſel of God as revealed to him, that he 
might be clear of the blood of all men; and though 
ſome might be ready to account him their enemy for 
his plain dealing, yet he thought it his duty to warn 
them, whether they would hear or forbear ; but to 
the living among us, he was witneſſed to be a ſon of 
conſolation indeed, and a waterer of the vineyard of 
God: this was his life and delight, to enjoy the life 
of God in his own ſoul, and to recommend it to 
others; and as he had felt the virtue of it, he was 


therefore a zealous and faithful witneſs to it: this 


was what he laboured to ſettle all upon, and that they 
might come to feel Chriſt by the power of his ſpirit 
in their own hearts, which might redeem them from 
all iniquity, and purify them to himſelf a peculiar 
people zealous of good -works; and the word of life 
hath often been witneſſed to flow through him to the 
confolation and comfort of the church. | 

He continued freſh, green, and living to the very 
laſt, and as he often ſaid, the guide of his younger 
years was the ſtaff of his age; and in the time of 
his weakneſs adviſed friends that came to ſee him, 
ta keep to the truth, and to hold it in the power of 
it, that they might know it to keep them clean 
from the evils of the world, and from the world's 
ways, faſhions, and ſpirit, 

duly weeks before his death, a friend of the mini- 


{try going to viſit him, found him in a ſweet frame of 


mind, and he expreſſed his defire of death rather 
than life, if it were the will of God; and ſaid, I 
© have done all that ſuch a poor old man as I can 


do; I find nothing but I am clear of all; 1 


© have 
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© have often ſpread my caſe before the Lord, with 
« earneſt breathings to him, that he would be 
< pleaſed to ſhew me if any thing ſtood in my way, 
if any thing in me was contrary to his will; and 
© I find there is nothing laid to my charge; the great 
© God ſpeaks peace to me, and his pure life is with 
© me.* Then applying himſelf to the friend, he 
ſaid, Dear friend, take care of the friendſhip and 
love of this world to which thou art much expoſed, 
and in thy miniſtry to others; oh! be careful and 
watchful, get down low, and: abide low; take care 
of ſelfiſh thoughts, and of ſelfiſh wiſdom, and open 
not thy mouth till the pure life is witneſſed to ariſe 
in thee, and then thou wilt anſwer and reach to 
the life in others, and wilt enjoy peace in thy own 
mind; oh! keep to the pure ſenſe of life, and it will 
keep thee as it hath kept me all along to this day: 
with more words to that purpoſe ; his mind ſeeming 
to be quite weaned from this world, and full of divine 
Joy and comfort, hoping to put off a weak and feeble 
body, and to be clothed with immortality, that he 
might no longer as through a glaſs, but face to face, 
ſee and enjoy him, whom he loved and had ſerved, 
and join the glorious company and church of the 
frſt-born above, and there reſt with ſaints and angels, 
and the ſpirits of the juſt. The faith and approach- 
ing proſpect of this, as he ſaid, made him contemn 
death, yea, made him long for it, being no king of 
terrors to him,. but a welcome meſlenger of a joyful 
releaſe; a ſummons from mortality to immortality, 
from the infirmities, pains, and watchfulnefs of this 
life, to the joys and comfort of an endleſs one. 

He was beloved of his neighbours for his juſt, 
humble, and inoffenſive life; and in the church a 
bright example of primitive ſimplicity and truth; 
great was his love to God, and zeal for his name, la- 
bouring much in his own and neighbouring meetings, 
to bring the young generation to a ſenſe of truth, 
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and to encourage and eſtabliſh the elders-in it. He- 
was an heavenly minded man; for though he was a 
ſojourner here, his mind and meditations were much 
in heaven, ſo that with the apoſtle Paul he might 
well fay, © I am crucihed with Chriſt, nevertheleſs 
« 1 live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the 
« life which I now live in the fleſh I live by the 
« faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
« himſelf for me, Gal. ii. 20. 

He was very diligent in attending meetings, and 
careful to be exemplary in going one of the firſt to 
them, and fo diligently exerciſed in them to retire 
down out of ſelf to the ſpringings of life, that ſleepi- 
neſs, even in others, was a very great 'burthen to- 
him, as a plain evidence of a want of that exerciſe of 
ſpirit, and ſenſe of the divine preſence, in which the 
great benefit of our meetings conſiſt. In his living 
he was very abſtemious, which good obſervation on 
a weak conſtitution led him to, and by which his 
life was lengthened out to a great age. 

He was, in brief, a man much devoted to God 
and his ſervice, and who had, by living under a ſenſe 
of the virtue and power of the ſpirit of God, gained 
a conqueſt over the world, the fleſh, and the devil,, 
and was renewed up in a good degree into the ima 
of him that created him, Col. iii. 10. and it may be- 
faid of him, that he was a juſt man in his generation, 
ene who feared God, and eſchewed evil, whoſe me- 
mory, as faith the wiſe man, is bleſſed. 

His weakneſs and confinement were long, but 
that part of it which ſeemed to uſher in death, but 
of few. days continuance : he was patient and ſen- 
{ible to the laſt hour, and expreſſed his hope © that he 
* was going.“ He died with eaſe as if he had fallen 
alleep, and was taken from us in a good old age, and 
"hath left a ſweet memorial behind him. He de- 
parted this life the 19th of the firſt month, 17 39-40, 


aged upwards of 84. years, and a miniſter about 29 
years, 
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ms and was buried in friends burying-ground at 
aghurſt the 23d of the ſame month, 


Js OLDHAM, was born at Warrington in 


the county of Lancaſter, about the year 1715; 
his converſation was according to the courſe of this 
world, and according to the prince of the power of 


the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 


diſobedience, until about the twentieth year of his 
age, when reading ſome books on religious ſubjects, 
he perceived the neceſſity of experiencing judgment 
becauſe of ſin, and the work of redemption through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. After having been for ſome 
time ſeeking the way to Zion, according to the de- 
grees of light and knowledge imparted, he was con- 
vinced of the truth profeſſed by the people called 
Quakers, and became a deeply exerciſed, exemplary, 
and well approved member of their ſociety. 

The awfulnefs and ſimplicity of his conduct is {till 
remembered by ſome ; to whom, in their religious in- 
fancy, he was as a nurfing father, although himſelf 
but a ſtripling in reſpe& to years. Having taſted that 
the Lord was gracious, he had ftrong ſympathy with 
the ſincere travailers under various denominations z 
nevertheleſs he was very careful not to go before: or 
beyond the guidance of truth for the help of others. 

Being ſeized with a fever, at fome intervals his 
underſtanding was affected; but at others, the com- 
poſure and folemnity of his ſpirit, was comfortably 


apparent. He addreſſed divers of his friends, in a 


manner ſuitable to their ſtates, and ſignified his fole 
dependance was upon that merciful arm, whereby he 
had been viſited. The day before his deceaſe, a 
friend ſitting by his bedſide, he bore a ſhort, but 
powerful 9 the love and goodneſs of God; 

expreſſed 


© unfeigned love; 
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expreſſed the views he then had of the divine light 
and glory, adding, by way of appeal to the Almighty, 
© O Lord! thou knoweſt I have loved thee with an 
or in words of like import. 

After ſome time ſpent in ſolemn filence, he brake 
forth into an audible melody, which was very affect- 
ing; and having been ſingularly cautious of expreſ- 
ſing more than he enjoyed, there is reaſon to think he 
was at that ſcaſon favoured with a ſenſe his war- 
fare was nearly accompliſhed, and of a ſettlement in 
the divine preſence and favour for ever. 

He departed this life at the houſe of William Wag- 
ſtaffe, in Martin's-le-Grand, in remarkable quietneſs 
as a lamb, in the third month, 1740, aged about 25 
years; and after a large and folemn meeting, was 


interred in friends burial-ground in Bunhill- fields. 
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OHN FOTHERGILL, of Carrend, in Wen- 

| ſleydale, but late of Knareſborough in Yorkſhire, 
was born of religious parents, and carefully educated: 
in the principles of truth ; being made ſenſible in his. 
early years, that neither tradition, outward regularity,, 
nor any thing ſhort of real inward purification of 
foul, would render him acceptable in the ſight of the- 
Lord ; he therefore gave up his heart to him, who 
through the effectual operation of his divine grace, 
baptized and gradually purified his ſpirit, and prepared 
and fitted him to be an able miniſter of the goſpel of. 
peace and ſalvation, to. which ſervige he was called 


when but young, and readily. gave up, not ſuffering 


the things of this world to take up his mind and time; 


but laboured diligently and faithfully therein, from 


his young years to the. concluſion of his days. 

In all the ſtations of life, his teſtimony was confirm-. 
ed and adorned by a conduct. becoming a. miniſter. of, 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, whom he ſerved faithfully and with great di- 
ligence ; and by a daily inward dwelling with the 
ſpring of wiſdom and light, his mind was often open- 
ed, and his ſpirit ſuſtained to ſecret worſhip, when his 
hand was upon his labour. His delight was in the 
law of his God, to meditate therein day and night, 
and to talk of his ſtatutes in his houſe to his family, 
and thoſe with whom he converſed; and many times 
by a tranſition from earthly to heavenly things, in- 
ſtructed and edified the minds of thoſe preſent. 

In his publick teſtimony, awful and weighty, being 
endued with true wiſdom ; ſtrong and immoveabl 
bent againſt all unrighteouſneſs ; quick in diſcerningy 
and powerful in detecting the myſteries of antichrilt, 
who has ſought to ſtupify the people with the golden 
cup, and thereby to ſpread the power, and enlarge the 
borders of the kingdom of death. As a flame of fire 
was he to the rebellious and ſtubborn; but refreſhing 
as the dew on Hermon, to the honeſt travailer, mi- 
niſtring counſel and comfort to the drooping ſoul z 
being not only an inſtructor, but a father to menyy 
zealous and wiſe in the ſupport of the diſcipline eſta 
liſhed amongſt us; impartially and honeſtly doing 
judgment and juftice: no family connection (not 
even his own) could bias him from Jaying the line 
upon offenders, nor from a ſteady endeavour to keep 
clean the camp of God; in which labour he was of- 
ten ſucceſsful, being made a terror to evil doers, and 
a praiſe to them that did well. | 

Thus conducted in every ſtation of life, be became 
honourable amongſt men, and greatly eſteemed by 
thoſe of ſuperior rank ho knew him; being adorn- 
ed with that dignity which truth confers on its faith- 
ful followers. | e 

In the courſe of his goſpel labours, he travelled 
much in this nation, in Scotland and Wales. He 
viſited Ireland ſeveral times, and thrice he croſſed the 
ſeas to America, in the ſame ſervice, to the _— . 
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and edification of the churches, leaving ſeals of his 
miniſtry in many places. In the year 1744, he at- 
tended the yearly- meeting at London, in company 
with his ancient friend Boſwell Middleton, for whom 
he had a ſingular eſteem: and although his weakneſs 
rendered it difficult for him to attend the large meet- 
ings for buſineſs, nevertheleſs he did attend them, and 
his exemplary, reverent, watchful frame of mind 
therein, rendered his company truly acceptable and 
ſerviceable. On his return, he attended the Midſum- 
mer quarterly- meeting at Vork; after which, in a 
letter to a friend, after mentioning the weakneſs of 
his body, © Yet,” ſays he, © I think my better part 
© is almoſt uncommonly ſupplied in divers reſpects, 
© much to my comfort, and the reviving of my faith 
© in the heavenly influence, which is ſtrength in 
« weakneſs, and will be, where his only worthy name 
© hath the praiſe,” | | 
In the latter part of the ſaid year, he attended the 
circular yearly- meeting at Worceſter, where he was 
enabled to bear a Chriſtian teſtimony to the all- ſuffi- 
ciency of that power which had preſerved, ſupported, 
and guided him in the way that was right and well- 
pleaſing ; and is likewiſe able to do the fame for all 
the children of men. After viſiting Briſtol, Bath, 
and ſome other meetings, he returned home by eaſy 
Journeys, having meetings as opportunities offered : 
after his return, he got to meetings for ſome weeks, 
and his teſtimony was as lively and powerful as ever ; 
ſeveral times expreſſing his ſatis faction and inward 
peace, in having performed his laſt journey, ſaying, 
© His ſhoulders were a good deal lightened by it, and 
© he was reconciled to his grave, if he was now to 
© be taken away.“ | | 
The two laſt weeks he ſlept almoſt continually, 
day and night, his memory and capacity. being much 
impaired ; yet when almoſt all. other expreſſions 
failed, he was obſerved to repeat the following, in a 
| very 
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very fervent and emphatical manner : © Heavenly 
« goodneſs is near, heavenly goodneſs is near.” Thus, 
the mighty God who viſited him in his youth, with 
the diſcovery of his ſaving power, who thereby clean- 
ſed him from unrighteouſneſs, and lanctified him to 
himſelf as a choſen veſſel, ſupported him in all his 
faithful labours by ſea and land, covered his head in 
all oonflicts, and by whom his bow abode in ſtrength, 
became his evening ſong and ſtay in the decline of 
life; that heavenly goodneſs he had ever prized as his 
chiefeſt joy, remained as a ſeal upon his ſpirit, that he 
had pleaſed God, and was accepted of him. 

He departed this life at Knareſborough, the 13th 
of the eleventh month, 1744, and was honourably 
buried in friends burying-ground at Scotten, near 
the ſaid town, the 15th of the ſaid month ; aged 69, 
a miniſter near fifty years. 1 APE | 


For a further account of this worthy man, ſee a 
new edition of his Journal. 


DENJAMIN KID DD, of Banbury, in Oxford- 
ſhire, was born at or near Settle, in the coun 

of Vork, and educated among friends: while very 
young he was favoured with a viſitation of truth, to 
which he was faithful, and through the powerful 
operation thereof, was, in or about the 21ſt year of 
his age, called to the work of the miniſtry; wherein 

he was eminently qualified rightly to divide the word 
of truth, and to unfold the myſteries of the goſpel in 
great brightneſs, to the informing and 1 | 
many, and to the comfort and encouragement of-ſuch - 
as were under affliction and diſtreſs of mind in their 
religious progreſs E 


He 


156 PIETY PROMOTED. 


He was eminently qualified for great and ſingular 
ſervices in the church, a diligent attender of meetings, 
both for worſhip and diſcipline ; a man of great ſince- 
rity and — of good underſtanding in matters 
uſeful to mankind, and freely communicative; univerſal 
in his benevolence, and laborious to do good to all. 
Deep in divine experience, ſound in judgment, wiſe 
in counſel, zealous for the promotion of truth and 
righteouſneſs, and the exaltation of the cauſe of his 
Lord and Maſter in the earth; inſtructive and weighty, 

t becomingly cheerful in converſation; exemplary 
in life and conduct, peculiarly kind and fatherly to- 
wards his friends, compaſſionate to the poor and 
diſtreſſed, rous and noble in his diſpoſition, 
highly uſeful and agreeable to his neighbours, and 
generally beloved by perſons of all ranks and denomi- 
nations to whom he was known. | 

The principal deſign of theſe obſervations is to 
excite thee, reader, to confider in what manner he 
was raiſed to this dignity in the church; and alſo to 
reflect, that the ſame divine principle is in thee, and 
if thou art faithful thereto, the ſame fruits will appear 
according to thy meaſure. f 

About the 3oth year of his age, he viſited America, 
where many were convinced, and others confirmed 
through his powerful miniſtry. His ſervice there 
was very great, and much to the edification, comfort, 
and ſatisfaction of friends, as appears from ſundry 
accounts. | Ty 
After he ſettled at Banbury, he viſited Treland and 
various parts of this nation: the city of London in 
particular, frequently partook of his pious and fervent 
labours, to the great help and conſolation of many, 
who have had juſt reaſon to bleſs the Lord on his 
behalf. 9 

A few months before his death he was greatly 
afflicted with the ſtone, which was very eg to 
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bear; but at times he got a little out, and particu- 
larly he attended the quarterly-meeting at Oxford in 
the tenth month, 1750, O. S. though under great 
affliction of body, which gradually increaſed, together 
with a dropſical diſorder attending; through all which 
his patience and reſignation were very remarkable. 
About a month before his deceaſe, he attended the 
meeting at Banbury, at the burial of a young man 
whom he greatly eſteemed, which he got to with 
great difficulty, being obliged to be ſupported by two 
friends. In the courſe of the meeting, he was raiſed 
beyond all expeRation to preach the goſpel powerfully 
for about an hour, to the tendering the hearts of 
almoſt all preſent ; many of his neighbours being there, 
confeſſed with admiration, to the power by which he 
was raiſed that day; remarking, that he had been a good 
man all his time, and that the Almighty had crowned 
him in the concluſion, After this he was moſt] 
confined within doors, and continued in great ſub- 
miſſion to the divine will, without murmuring or 
repining. ä | e 
A friend from London viſiting him, found him 
under great bodily affliction, but freely reſigned to 


a, the divine will; expreſſing his firm hope in that | 
ed power which had all along ſupported him, and that | 
re though the greateſt kindneſs to him, was to ſolicit a | 
rt releaſe from his pains, yet he deſired to be content | 
ry and wait the Lord's time: and when the ſaid friend 


took his leave of him, he expreſſed himſelf to him in 


nd an affectionate manner to his great comfort and en- 
couragement. - 3333 | Wa 
mt At another time, having delivered ſome excellent 
Ws exhortations to thoſe preſent with him, he added for 
* their encouragement to perſevere in their Chriſtian 
progreſs, I am under no fear nor doubtful appre- 
dy < henfions; for I know, that for me to live is Chriſt, 
to © and to die is gain.“ | 

. Vol. III. O When 
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When he was firſt ſeized with the hickough, he 
ſeemed full of joy, ſaying, © This is a welcome 
© meſſenger, it is one ſtep nearer :* his wife ſtanding 
by, aſking why, he anſwered, *© It will be a glorious 
change, I am not afraid to die, and to put on im- 
mortality; that will be deſirable, yet I leave it, 
c though of choice I had rather be diſſolved ; but the 
© Lord's time will, be the beſt time:“ often ſaying, 
death would be the moſt welcome meſſenger he ever 
met with. | 

Thus this good man finiſhed his courſe, his ſun 
going down in great brightneſs, at Banbury, the 21ſt 
of the third month, 1751, O. S. and was buried the 
24th of the ſame, after a large and ſolemn meeting, 
aged about 59 years, and a miniſter about 38 years, 


Cn 


NARAH ARTI "A was born at Woodbridge, in 
the county of Suffolk, in the year 1714, of re- 


ligious parents, who were both taken away while ſhe 


was young. She early diſcovered a ſincere deſire 
after the knowledge of the truth, and the feed thereof 
falling upon good ground, it took root downward ; 
and being humble in ſpirit, and patient under the 


operations of it, it brought forth plentifully ; ſo that 


about the 26th year of her age, ſhe came forth in 
teſtimony, in which ſhe was clear in her delivery, 
found in judgment, and being ſeaſoned with goſpel 


love, it might truly be ſaid, ſhe was one of the wiſe- 


hearted. women in our Iſrael. 

dhe was often concerned to viſit particulars, more 
eſpecially of the younger ſort; and was made inſtru- 
mental to the opening their preſent ſtates, and to 
adminiſter the wine and the oil as the occaſion re- 
uired. She viſited divers parts of this nation and 
eland; and her life and converſation corntipaybug 
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with the doctrine ſhe preached, her ſervices therein 
were acceptable. | 

Her illneſs, which was a cancer in her mouth, was 
very long, and much affected her ſpeech, that ſhe 
could not utter words but with great difficulty : ſhe 
languiſhed for ſome months, and was earneſt in ſpirit 
that ſhe might be preſerved in the patience to an 
entire reſignation, whether to live or die. 

She expreſſed great ſatisfaction in that ſhe had been 
faithful in the diſcharge of her duty; and near her 
latter end had a great deſire of being diffolved, in a 
full aſſurance of entering into that reſt which is pre- 
pared for them that die in the Lord. 

She departed this life about the 44th year of her 
age, and was interred in friend's burial-ground at 
Woodbridge, the 19th of the fourth month, 1758, 
and a miniſter 18 years, OR? 


| 0 k > 


ILLIAM PITTS, of Southwark, in his 

young years was viſited with a call of divine 
grace, and by adhering thereto, and ſubmitting to its 
operations, he became convinced of the eſſential doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, as profeſſed by us. In his 
minority he was educated by a prieſt, under whoſe 
tuition he attained a conſiderable knowledge in ſeveral 
of the learned languages; yet the tender fcruples 
which were raiſed in his mind, under a clear convic- 
tion of the impiopriety of the needleſs ceremonies 
and ſalutations in which he had been educated, expoſed 
him to many ſufferings from his father, from whom 
he received unkind treatment, which he endured with 
much patience and fortitude, and which tended much 
to his growth and advancement in religious experi- 
ence, and preparation for further ſervice, | 


O 2 He 


_ 


* " 


: time, after having repeated his perfect reſignation to 
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He was under ſome conflict of mind reſpecting his 
appearing in the miniſtry, which continued near three 
years before he gave up thereto; having a clear ſenſe 
of the importance of that weighty ſervice, and the 
neceſſity of obtaining a certain evidence of his 
miſſion, he waited for a confirmation thereof, leſt he 
ſhould run before he was ſent. In the fifth month, 


1738, he was enabled to utter the following ſentence: 


© If the trumpet give an uncertain ſound, who can 


© prepare himſelf for the battle ?* which, as he had | 


been heard to ſay, afforded him inſtruction through 


the future ſervice of his day, which was very great, 


his heart being fully given up to do whatever his 
hand might find to do, as was evident from his own 
expreſſions to ſome friends who viſited. him in his 
illneſs, whom he encouraged to faithfulneſs, ſaying, 


That for the laſt twenty years he had never omitted 


one ſervice which had appeared to be his duty, and 
© he had now the comfort and ſatis faction thereof ;* 
or words to that effect: and his talents and qualifica- 
tions were employed to the glory of the giver. 

In the fourth month, 1760, he ſet out to viſit 


friends in Buckinghamſhire, and ſome adjacent parts, 


but being much indiſpoſed, he returned homewards z 
and at the houſe of our friend Thomas Goring, at 
Uxbridge, he was ſuddenly taken very ill; during 
which he uttered the following expreſhons, O my 
© Father! my Father! be pleaſed to be with me in 
my affliction:* and he gave it as his judgment, 
© that his time in this world would be ſhort, and that 
© he ſhonld die of this preſent illneſs ;* and ſaid, © I 
am fully reſigned to the will of Providence ;* de- 
claring, he coveted not length of days, and that he 
© was very eaſy in body and mind.* Being aſked 


how he did, he ſaid, * He was very weak in body, 


but I have a great phyſician in heaven, who is mer- 
© ciful to me, and near me in this illneſs.* At another 


the 
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his the will of his great maſter, ſaid, * But if it pleaſed 
ree © him, he had rather die than live, unleſs he had any 
nſe further ſervice for him to do? and he could rejoice, 
the faying, „O death, where is thy fting? O grave, 
his « where is thy victory? the ſting of death is ſin, and | 
he « the ſtrength of fin is the law; but thanks be to ; 
th, « God, who giveth us the victory.” Many friends 
de: from London and elſewhere went to ſee him, whoſe 
dan viſits he took very kind, and to one of them he ex- 
nad BY preſſed himſelf in the following manner: © I never 
gh BY < coveted riches nor power; and indeed if I had 
at, © obtained them, what could they, or all the friend- 
his © ſhips of the world do for me now? Nothing but the 
wn © teſtimony of a pure conſcience, and the inward 
his © ſenſe of divine favour, can comfort my ſoul in theſe 
Ng, moments; and thanks be to my heavenly father, I 
ted © feel his ſupporting arm underneath, and it is a reſt 
ind indeed, a joy that overcomes all; it makes this bed 
F; eaſy, and enables me to bear calmly, and without 
ca- * complaint, the diſpenſations of his gracious provi- 
dence; I wiſh for nothing to myſelf otherwiſe than 
© it. is. I accept, with ſatisfaction and thanks, the 
© kindneſs of my friends: in compliance with their 
© requeſt, and thinking it my duty to do what m 
© be in my power, I take the medicines preſcribed, 
* which though it may not ſeem meet to Providenee 
in his wiſdom, to render inſtrumental in the reſto- 
© ration of health ; yet through his blefling they have 
© ſo far ſucceeded, as to remove the ſenſe of acute 
© pain, To be thoughtful of, and prepare for this 
trying time, have I frequently and earneſtly exhort- 
© ed others; not without conſidering and knowi 
© the many and ſtrong temptations of this world? 
© which, however, as we are obedient to the ſpirit 
C 


of Chriſt, we ſhall be enabled to overcome; that 
in the concluſion they might have this anſwer f 
© peace, this divine conſolation of mind: and it 
always appeared beſt to me, to do this in great love 
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and gentleneſs, ſo that I might perſuade, not force 
© them to Chriſt, When this time comes, it will be 
found hard work, without any additional weight, to 


© ſtruggle on a dying bed with the pangs of the body. 


© But how much more to be lamented is the condi- 
© tion of thoſe, whoſe conſciences accuſe them with 


having enriched themſelves by oppreſſing the poor 
and helpleſs; and when in an unprepared ſtate, 


< after a life of rebellion and hardened in iniquity, 


© ſuch muſt feel the terrors of a guilty mind, added 


to the agonies of a periſhing body.“ | 
A friend who went to viſit him, a day before his 


| death, aſked him how he did ; after a ſhort pauſe, he 


ſaid, J am waiting for my great change; O my 
Father! be pleaſed to be with me, and comfort 
me in my Jaſt moments.“ The laſt words he 


was heard to ſpeak were theſe: © There is a great 


God in heaven, who is Zion's king: O Zion! O 
© Zion! O thou great King of kings !* Soon after 
which he departed in great tranquility and compoſure 
of mind, the 15th of the fifth month, 1760. His 
body was brought to his own houſe in Black's fields, 
Southwark; and from thence, after a ſolemn meeting 


at Horſlydown, attended by many friends, decently 


interred at friend's burial-ground in the Park, South- 


.wark, aged about 51 years, and a miniſter 22 years. 


. —————as 


; OB ERT PLUMSTED, of Gracechurch- 


- FN. ftreet, London, was in his youth addicted to 
gaiety, and the deluſive pleaſures of this tranſitory 
world; but was preſerved out of the groſs evils 


thereof. About the 28th year of his age, it pleaſed 


divine Providence in great mercy to manifeſt to him, 


that if he would obtain peace, he muſt walk in the 


narrow path of ſelf-denial. Thus, by pe to 
the dictates of divine grace, he was enabled 5 deny 
bis 3. * imſe 


by 
F | 
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himſelf of the pleaſures and pomps of this world, 
take up his croſs, and in a good degree was brought 
into conformity to the leadings of truth, Sometimes, 
for about a year before his deceaſe, he appeared in a 
few words in our religious aſſemblies in a tender 
manner, which was, acceptable to friends. | 

He was afflicted with a long and painful illneſs, in 
which he had at times acceſs to the throne of grace, 
and when reduced very law, uttered theſe words 
diſtinctly: © Lord, as thou haſt continued me to this 
© moment, let me not depart without undoubted 
«© evidence of thy favour.” “. 

He quietly departed this life the 14th of the ſeventh 
month, 1760, at the Hot-Wells near Briſtol; and 
his corpſe being brought to London, was interred the 
23d of the ſame, at Winchmore-hill, in Middleſex, 
accompanied by many friends, after a large and 
ſolemn meeting, at Devonlhirachouls in London, 
aged 36 years, | 


ILLIAM BACK HOUSE, was born in 
the year 1695, at Yealand, near Lancaſter, 
of religious parents: his father dying when he was 
about two years old, a priſoner in Lancaſter caſtle, 
for his pair Fant ham teſtimony againſt the payment of 
tithes, the education of his children devolved folely - 
on his mother, who was religiouſly concerned in this 
duty, both by precept and example, and it pleaſed 
divine Providence to bleſs her endeavours with ſucceſs 
About the 26th year of his age, he came forth in 
a publick teſtimony, and by faithful obedience to the 


requirings of the heavenly giver, he witneſſed an 


enlargement in his gift, and was an acceptable 
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He viſited the churches in moſt parts of this king- 
dom, Scotland, Ireland, and the continent of Ame- 
rica, much to the comfort and ſatisfaction of friends; 
being ſound in doctrine, tending to information, in- 
ſtruction, and edification; exemplary in attending 
meetings both for worſhip and diſcipline, in the latter 
of which he was highly ſerviceable, being a lover of 
peace; of a loving courteous diſpoſition to all, an 
affectionate huſband, a tender parent, and kind 
neighbour, which procured him the love and eſteem 
of them all. 

In his laſt illneſs, being a gradual decay of nature, 
it pleaſed the Almighty to favour him with many 
precious earneſts of a blefled inheritance, divers 
friends who viſited him, were in a good degree made 
ſenſible thereof; in ſome of theſe opportunities he 
was engaged in a lively manner, though in deep hu- 
mility, to commemorate the gracious dealings of the 
Lord with him in the courſe of his pilgrimage, and 
thankfully to rejoice that he had laboured in his day to 
perform what he believed required of him ; and could 
make his appeal to his heavenly maſter, ſaying, 
© Although I have had the world to ftruggle with for 
the ſupport and prudent proviſion for my family, 
yet thou knoweſt, O Lord, I have been more con- 
© cerned for thy honour and the good of ſouls, than 
« for any other confiderations.* _ | 

Though greatly blefled in his neareſt connections 
of life, yet being weaned from this world and its 
enjoyments, he waited with great patience and reſig- 
nation for his diſſolution. 

He departed this life the 21ſt of the fifth month, 
I761, and was buried at Yealand, the 24th of the 
fame, aged 66, and a miniſter about 40 years. 
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YDIA LANCASTER, was the daughter of 
Thomas and Dorothy Rawlinſon, of Graith- 


waite in the county 


of Lancaſter, who both came 


among friends on the principle of convincement, and 
were religiouſly concerned to inſtruct and example 
their children therein, as the moſt precious of all 


bleſſings. 5 


That powerful hand which can alone give the in- 


creaſe, 1 extended an excellent bleſſing to 
ildren, and particularly to this their 


daughter: and as it opened the heart of Lydia of old, 
ſo it opened her's, to receive the heavenly meſſage. 
In her young years ſhe became ſenſibly acquainted 


with the Lord, and witneſſed his gracious dealings 


with her, in order to redeem her to himſelf, and make 


her a ſanctified veſſel to place his name in. 


About the fourteenth year of her age, ſhe had a 
view of the will of Providence to engage her in the 
miniſterial ſervice; under which concern ſhe con- 
tinued about ten years, growing in wiſdom and ex- 
perience that ſhe might come forth in the right time, 
endued with proper qualifications: in this time of 
deep travail and heavenly diſcipline, ſhe learned to 
fay with the prophet Ifaiah, chap. I. ver. 4. « He 
« wakeneth me morning by morning, he wakeneth 


« mine ear to hear as the learned. 


About the 24th year of her age, ſhe come forth in 
a living powerful teſtimony, and grew therein; the 
Author of all ſpiritual riches having abundantly re- 
pleniſhed her with the treaſures of his kingdom, ſhe 
ſoon became an able diſpenſer thereof to the churches, 
having a word in due ſeaſon to divers ſtates; and 
like the well inſtructed ſcribe, brought out of the 


| treaſures committed to her, things new and old. 


And as ſhe was eminently favoured by her great 
Lord and Maſter, ſhe became humbly devoted to his 
requirings 3 when cailed forth into the various parts 
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of his vineyard, ſhe freely gave up to ſpend and be 
ſpent for his cauſe and name's ſake. 

She viſited this nation or the greateſt part of it 
ſeveral times, Ireland and Scotland twice, alſo the 
continent of America; in all which ſhe was rendered 
inſtrumental to build up many in the moſt holy faith; 
particularly in America ſhe left many ſeals of her 
miniſtry, both in the edification and help of thoſe 
who were of the ſociety, and the convincement of 
others, gathering them to the great Shepherd of the 
flock. 

Her openings into the myſteries of the kingdom 
were deep and inſtructive, adapted to the ſtate of 


thoſe amongſt whom ſhe laboured ; cloſe and with 81 
authority to the negligent and careleſs; yet all her to tl 
miniſtry was attended with that love and tenderneſs tune 
which accompanied her Lord and Maſter, who came fever 
to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt. She was Pre 


favoured with an excellent utterance, her geſture 
awful, her voice ſolemn, and all her demeanour in 
the exerciſe of her gift, becoming the dignity of the 
_ goſpel miniſtry. She was ſignally favoured in ſup- 
plication, having near acceſs in ſpirit to the throne | 
of majeſty and grace, before whom ſhe worſhipped 
with calm rejoictng and awful reverence, 

Thus through a courſe of many years, ſhe retained 
her zeal and integrity, and in her old age ſtrong in 
the power of an endleſs life; great was her growth in | 
religious experience, even to the ſtability of ſalvation; 
and an aſſurance that ſhe ſhould never fall; yet ac- 
companied with the deepeſt humility. Filial love 
which caſts out fear, was the covering of her ſpirit, 
and reſted almoſt conſtantly upon her for ſeveral 
months before her removal. 

About fix weeks before her departure, ſhe thus 
expreſſed herſelf to a friend ſhe had favoured with an 
intimate acquaintance: * My natural ſtrength is not 
© ſo much impaired as to give me reaſon to expect a 

; © ſudden 
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© ſudden removal from this world ; but I feel con- 
© ſtantly day and night the virtuous life, and my Fa- 
© ther's holy preſence is ſo conſtantly with me, and 
I enjoy ſo much the ſpiritual communion and fel- 
© Jowſhip of ſaints, as to give me an apprehenſion 
J am not far from an everlaſting home:“ to which 
ſhe ſweetly added, © A glorious crown and everlaſt- 
ing ſong is before me.“ (The friend to whom ſhe 
thus expreſſed herſelf being deeply affected with the 
I ſenſe of the overſhadowing of the holy wing at that 
inſtant of time), ſhe further added, If the fore- 

« taſte be ſo joyous, what are the riches of the ſaints 

© inheritance beyond the grave! | 
ith She was ſupported to labour in the goſpel almoſt 
to the concluſion of her days, having attended the 


I funeral of an ancient friend, William Backhoufe, 
me ſeveral miles off, on the firſt day of the week, and 
vas {preached the goſpel in the demonſtration of its own 
ure power, and finiſhed her courſe the ſeventh day fol- 
- in locing; and as ſhe lived fo ſhe died, in favour with 


God and man, full of days and full of peace. 
the Y peace 
ä She died at Lancaſter the 3oth of the fifth month, 


0 and was honourably interred in friends burial- ground 

ped the iſt of the ſixth month, 1761, aged about 77 
years, and a miniſter about 53 years. 

ned 

"IN | 
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FANNAH SMITH, wife of John Smith, 
of Philadelphia, was the daughter of James 


wh and Sarah Logan, and born there on the 21ſt of the 
ra] Nwelth month, 1719-20. 


By the care of her parents ſhe was in a great mea- 
ſure preſerved from the levities incident to youth, 
and by the opportunities of improvement afterwards, 
e acquired ſuch qualifications as gained her much 
eſpect and eſteem; and though the affluent ſituation 

| | in 
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in which her parents were placed, yielded flattering 
proſpects of the eaſe and gaiety of the world, the 
durable riches of true religion appeared to her a trea- 
ſure of much more conſequence, and not to be re- 
linquiſhed for ſhadows and delights that die in the 
enjoyment. Thus at a period when the ſlippery 


ments are apt to enſnare youthful minds, it pleaſed 
the Lord to bleſs her endeavours againſt the temp- 


ſtrengthen her love to inward retirement; and hav- 
ing taſted of the viſitation of divine love to her ſoul, 
ſhe ſaw it to be the pearl of great price, and that her 
all muſt go to purchaſe the field where it lay. From 
that time forward, there is reaſon to believe, this 
purchaſe became the principal buſineſs of her life; 
and with great ſincerity and ardour ſhe laboured 
to have all thoſe difquieting affections ſilenced which 
ariſe from temporal objects, and ſhe was helped at 
times to know the breathing of her ſoul anſwered, 
and was made to partake of the joys of God's ſal- 
vation; under which her care over her words and 
deportment was increaſed. She alſo continued to 
take ſuitable opportunities of retirement, and for 
reading the holy Scriptures; and in the relation of 
a child, wife and mother, was careful to fill up her 
duty becoming thoſe ſtations. 

bout the year 1756, ſhe appeared in a few words 


was concerned in viſiting friends in their families ; 
alſo accompanied ſome of her own ſex to divers large 
early-meetings in the neighbouring provinces : after 
— return to Philadelphia (which was half a year be- 
fore her departure) ſne continued to attend religious 
meetings, with as much diligence as the weakneſs of 
her conſtitution would admit; and when there, to clear 
herſelf of what ſhe believed required of her. 
During 


paths of vanity in a ſucceſſion of increaſing allure- 


tations of vain and unprofitable company, and to 


in much ſimplicity of heart and godly ſincerity, and 
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During the time of her laſt illneſs, ſhe told her 
huſband ſeveral times, © That ſhe believed ſhe ſhould 
not recover;' and though her bodily pain at times 
was very ſharp, ſhe was favoured with an intire 
confidence in the mercy of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhe found to be a refuge from ſtorms, 
and a ſure defence in the day of diſtreſs. Another 
time, acquainting him with great ſweetneſs of ſpirit 
of the ſtate of her mind, ſhe ſaid, Notwithſtanding 
© the cloſe trials I undergo, my foundation remains 
© ſure, and I have a hope, yea, an unſhaken hope, 


2} © that there is a place of reſt prepared for me.“ At 


another time, mentioning that the proſpect of her 
change being near, ſhe intreated her huſband to ſtrive 
for reſignation, * For, ſays ſhe, © I am eaſy, I feel 
© no guilt.“ A few evenings before her deceaſe, as 
her huſband fat by her bedſide, ſhe deſired that her 
children, and all about her, might keep as ſtill and 
quiet as poſſible when ſhe departed, and after men- 
tioning ſeveral other things relative thereto, told her 
huſband, © That ſhe felt pardon and forgiveneſs for 
© all omiſſions of duty; and concluded this very af- 
fecting converſation with theſe words, O the in- 
finite lovingkindneſs of a merciful God ! who has 
© made ſuch a poor creature as I am, fo rich in faith 
© and firm in hope, that I ſhall be accepted of him.“ 

She departed this life on the 19th, and was decent- 
ly interred on the 23d of the twelfth month, 1761, 
aged about 41 years. 


ARY SLATER, late wife of William Slater, 
of Lotherſdale in Yorkſhire, was deſcended 


of honeſt parents; her mother did not profeſs with 
„ | P us, 
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Jus, but her father was after his marriage convinced 
of our principles. | 

She being of a very gay ſprightly temper, was ſoon 
carried away with the deluſive vanities and pleaſures 
which abound, though often attended when very 
young with ftrong convictions : but theſe were ſti fled 
(for a time) by various ſcenes of diſſipation and 
folly, to which ſhe had recourſe, till the Father of 
mercies by his good ſpirit, effectually reached her 
when in the full career of mirth, being at a publick 
evening entertainment of the neighbouring youth, 
about the 15th year of her age: this ſtrong and hum- 
bling viſitation, as ſhe often expreſſed, brought her 
to ſee the folly of ſuch mirth and jollity, being at that 
time attended with ſuch an awful dread on her mind, 
as made her willing to depart from theſe vain amuſe- 
ments, having no longer pleaſure in them. 

She now began to ſee the ſituation ſhe was 1n, and 
the need ſhe had of ſaving help, by which a ſecret 
hunger and thirſt were begot in her after divine and 
ſubſtantial food, which led her with diligence to at- 
tend the way of worſhip in which ſhe had been edu- 
cated ; but finding no true ſatisfaction nor proper 
nouriſhment for her diſconſolate panting ſoul, ſhe 
often returned from the place of worſhip in tears 
and'great anxiety of mind. She then went among 
the Baptiſts, in hopes of meeting with what ſhe fo 
ardently defired after; but being here alſo diſappoint- 
ed, ſhe was led to attend friends meetings, though till 
now ſhe even abhorred the name; yet at length 
through divers cloſe conflicts and probations ſhe 
came to experience that divine comfort and conſo- 
lation which her ſoul had fo longed for, and laboured 
after; the way of life and ſalvation being then pointed 
out to her, ſhe had ſoon to tell to others what the 
Lord had done for her foul; for about the 17th year 


of her age ſhe came forth in a publick teſtimony, 


and 


EE HE . © pe EP, 


Ins Wk, ay M* om ww _ -a«Y FA 


x aA K pop. — — co 


Hy 4 „ © wc. 


”_—_— 


t- 
ill 


PIETY PROMO TED. 171 


and being faithful and diligent in the exerciſe of 
her gift ſhe became an able miniſter of the word, be- 


ing freely given up to her great Maſter's ſervice, 
though often under great temporal inconveniences, . 


as her huſband was never poſſeſſed of much of this 
world, yet their houſe and hearts were open to enter- 
tain their friends with the beſt they had; and it was 
often cauſe of humble thankfulneſs to her mind, that 
notwithſtanding their low beginning they never 
wanted what was needful, ever preferring the wel- 
fare of Zion before her chiefeſt joy. | 

She viſited ſeveral times molt parts of this nation, 
Scotland, and Ireland, in which her ſervices were 
acceptable, and left laſting impreſſions on many 
minds; her miniſtry being in the demonſtration of 
truth, and in the power thereof. She was fervent: 
in prayer, being often favoured with a near acceſs 
to the throne of grace, to the baptizing of the aſ- 
ſemblies into an awful adoration of him who lives 


for ever. 


Thus, through a variety of ſervices ſhe laboured 
faithfully, as well in the diſcipline as miniſtry, fo that 
a memorial of her labours has left a ſweet ſavour be- 
hind. In private life, exemplary in conduct, and in 
the near relation of wife and mother ; in converſa- 
tion innocently cheerful, yet ſolid and ſavoury, which 
rendered her company very acceptable. 

For ſome weeks before her death ſhe was con- 
fined to her bed, under ſuch bodily affliction that ſhe 
had not ſtrength to ſay much further than ſignifying 


her ſatisfaction at ſeeing friends, and her unity with 


them: at one time ſhe ſaid to a friend who viſited 
her, That ſhe was very weak in body, but the 
© Lord was ſtrong ;* adding, that ſhe was ay and 
© had peace of mind, her day's work being done.” 
There is no doubt but ſhe has laid down her head in 


peace, 
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She departed this life the 3d of the third month, 
1762, aged 6g years, and was interred the 7th of the 
ſame in friends burial-ground in Lotherſdale afore- 


ſaid. 


AMUEL WATSON, of Kilconner in the 
county of Carlow in Ireland, having been a 
bright and lively pattern of true religion and virtue; 
in order that ſuch an example ſhould not be loſt, the 
following teſtimony given forth concerning him is 
thought meet to be inſerted in this collection, viz. 
Our dear and well eſteemed friend Samuel V/at- 
© ſon, of Kilconner in the county of Carlow in Ire- 
land, ſucceeded his worthy and honourable father 
John Watſon, of the ſame place, not only in his 
outward poſſeſſions there, but in a zealous concern 
for the teſtimony of truth, and ſupport of its cauſe, 
Bleſt with the great advantage of a religious edu- 
cation, and made livingly ſenſible in his childhood 
of the precious influence of divine goodneſs ex- 
tended to his ſoul; he grew up in ſobriety, cir- 
cumſpection, and in the favour of God and good 
men, being preſerved through the dangerous path 
of youth from the evils that are in the world. 
When a young man, and introduced into meetings 
of diſcipline, great was the holy fear that attended 
his mind therein, and his ardent defire was that he 
might never ſay or do any thing againſt the cauſe 
of truth; and as this fear was happily kept to, he 
not only found it to be a fountain of life to preſerve 
him from the ſnares of death, but experienced it 
to initiate him into the rudiments of true wiſdom, 
by which, in proceſs of time, he had ſkill to rule 
well in the houſe of God, Qualified and ny 
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enced by this wiſdom, he was not only of ſingular 
ſervice in the monthly-meeting to which he be- 
longed, but of eminent and memorable uſe in the 
more general meetings of buſineſs (which while of 
ability of body he attended with exemplary dili- 
gence) in this nation ; and was alſo much efteemed 
and well received by friends in England in his 
viſits there: for it had pleaſed the Lord to endue 
him in a good meaſure with the gifts and, quali- 
hcations of an elder in his houſe, and a father in 
the family. Often under the freſh influence of the 
divine anointing, he was enabled to drop living 
counſel to the affecting and tendering of many 
hearts, and to raiſe that life in meetings of diſci- 
pline which alone 1s the crown of all our religious 
aſſemblies. Though ſharp in reproof to thoſe in 
general who trampled upon the teſtimony of truth, 
or lived in a carnal ſecurity; yet he greatly re- 


joiced to ſee the buddings forth of good defires in 


any of the youth, and was a tender nurſing father 
to ſuch; yea, ſtrong and fervent were his defires 
that the youth amongſt us, and particularly his own 
children and their offspring, might dedicate their 
hearts fully to the ſervice of God, that there might 
be a ſucceſſion of faithful members in the church, 
whereof Chriſt is the head, following the ancients 
in that ſelf-denying path which they had walked 
in: at times obſerving, That when friends lived 


« more retired and inward, the revelation of the 
« ſpirit and divine help was witneſſed in a larger de- 
« gree;“ often deſiring in his declining years, when 


c 
« 


his natural ſtrength and faculties gradually decay- 
ed, «© That he might never ſurvive the inward ſenſe 


ce and feeling of that which is the life of the ſoul :*? alſo 
ſorrowfully remarking, That ſome by graſping at 
« the preſent viſible enjoyments had left large poſ- 
ſeſſions to their families, but their table had be- 
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« come a ſnare; and to ſeveral there was left nei- 
e“ ther name nor memorial amongſt us.“ 
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In religious viſits to the families of friends, he 
was often eminently favoured and opened in ſuit- 
able counſel, in an extraordinary manner; and in- 
deed not only on theſe appointed occaſions, but 
in more private conference with thoſe of his fa- 
mily and his friends: it was apparent he dwelt 
near the fountain of divine ſweetneſs, for words 
of ſweet favour, edification, and tenderneſs, would 
often at ſuch times flow from him. 

© To conclude, he was a careful affectionate fa- 
ther, huſband and friend, helpful in a civil as well 
as a religious capacity amongſt his neighbours, and 
charitable to the poor. 

© He departed this life in peace, at his own houſe 
in Kilconner, the 14th of the fifth month, 17 62, 
and was interred in friends burying-ground at 
Bally-trumhill, in the county of Carlow aforeſa id, 
the 17th of the ſame, aged 76 years,” 
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RANSOMLE, of North-Walſham. © He 
was educated in the profeſſion of truth, and in 
his young and tender years, reached by the ex- 
tendings of divine love, and happily cloſing in there- 
with, he ſoon gave ample proofs of its efficacy, that 
as he grew in years, he grew in the knowledge and 
obedience of truth, 

Hie came forth in the miniſtry about the twenty- 
eighth year of his age; many were the precious 
gifts beſtowed upon him, ind the teſtimony given 


him to bear was truly comfortable ; his openings 


2 © deep 
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deep and inſtructive, and he became an inſtrument 
of ſingular benefit to many, from a true ſenſe that 
was given him of their ſtates and conditions. 

As an elder and overſeer, he was without reproach, 
his mind being filled with unbounded charity and 
love, counſel and reproof were well received from 
him ; and as he felt deeply for the infirmities of 
all, ſo he expoſed the failings of none. Thus emi- 
nently covered with the ſpirit of healing, he ſeldom 
met with an obſtinacy able to withſtand it. He 
never deſigned offence to any, and if, through miſ- 
apprehenſion, it was conceived, he was unwearied 
in his application to remove it ; ſtrong in the truth, 
vet for the ſake of it, ſubject to the weakeſt; ſuf- 
tering all things, and in condeſcenſion, ſacrificin 
every ſelfiſn conſideration to their help. He loved 
mankind in truth, and thus qualified, he became a 
pattern in word and converſation, adorning the goſ- 
pel he preached. He was endued with a large 
ſhare of natural underſtanding, which being ſancti- 
hed by the great and good hand that bleſſed him 
with it, rendered him very ſucceſsful in putting an 
end to differences among his neighbours and 
friends. | 

© In the neareſt connections of life, he was equally 
exemplary, being a tender loving huſband, an in- 
dulgent parent, an affectionate relation, and ſtrictl 
regardful of every duty towards his ſervants; his 
care over whom was attended with ſingular good 
conſequences. In theſe, and many other reſpects, 
the loſs of him is ſenſibly felt by us; but we firmly 
believe it is his eternal gain. I 
© His ſervices in the wholeſome and neceflary diſ- 
cipline eſtabliſhed in our ſociety, were very great, 


both in monthly and quarterly-meetings. And as 


he was exceeding induſtrious in what he believed 
to be his duty, ſo was he likewiſe in viſiting the 
churches ; devoting much of his time and outward 

« ſubſtance 


1716 PIETY PROMOTED. 


© ſubſtance to that ſervice, more particularly in the 
© laſt ten or twelve years of his life. | 
He conſtantly attended the ſervice of the yearly. 
meeting in London for many years; the laſt time 
of his being there, he was ſeized with that illneſs 
which concluded his natural life; notwithſtanding 
his indiſpoſition, he vilited ſeveral large meetings in 
Hertfordſhire, Eſſex, and Suftolk. He got to his 
own dwelling-houſe at North-Walſham, the 20th 
of the ſixth month, and departed this life the 2d of 
the ſeventh month, 1762, in the fifty-ſecond year 
of his age. His body was interred on the 6th of 
the ſame, in friends burying-ground there; a very 
large concourſe of friends and others, attending 
the ſolemn occaſion.” 
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GNES HALL, daughter of William and Do- 
rothy Kidd, of Settle, in the county of Vork, 
gave early tokens of a religious inclination and filial 
affection; being very ſerviceable in her youth to her 
infirm mother, during her widowhood, in bringing 
up a pretty numerous family of children, ſhe being 
the eldeſt, her father dying when ſhe was about ſeven- 
teen. Her conduct may be truly faid to be exem- 
plary in plainneſs, moderation and induſtry; in 
benevolence and unaffected piety; being of a meek 
and quiet diſpoſition, her words few and ſavory, which 
made her company truly valuable. 
About the thirty-ſeventh year of her age, ſhe had 
to preach the glad tidings of the goſpel, though not 
large or frequent for ſome years, yet was ſeaſon- 
able, ſweet, and edifying, much tending to encourage 
the youth to give up the prime of life to the ſervice of 
truth, having to acknowledge her thankfulneſs to the 
Almighty, that he had wrought a willingneſs in her 


heart 
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heart in her early days to bow to his yoke, which ſhe 
found by bleſſed experience to be eaſy, and his bur- 
then light. 

She never travelled much in the work of the mini- 
ſtry, but was a diligent attender of meetings near 
home, and very ſerviceable in the management of 
the atfairs of the church. 

Her indiſpoſition of body reudered her unable to 
get to meetings for a year before ſhe died. When 
friends viſited her, though ſhe lamented her lonely 
ſituation, and being deprived of getting to meetings, 
vet ſhe had at times to rejoice, that ſhe felt the great 
{ AM to be near; he that had been the ſtay of her 
youth, to be a aff to lean upon in old age, and to 
bear her up with patience, under great affliction of 
body, in a lively hope and aſſurance of a reſting 
place amongſt the righteous. 


A friend viſiting her a little before her death, ſhe. 


was much affected with a ſenſe of the great declen- 
ſion in the church, and of many ſuperfluities that 
were crept in, which our ancient friends had to take 
up their croſs unto, and bear their teſtimony againſt; 
the thoughts whereof much diſcouraged her, being 
convinced our principle remained the ſame, and that 
we had no nearer way now to the fold of reſt than 
they had, 

About an hour before her death, ſeveral friends 
viſiting her, ſhe being ſet up in bed, in a lively frame 
of mind, expreſſed her great ſatisfaction in their com- 
pany; «© That ſhe ſenſibly witneſſed the goodwill of 

© her heavenly Father to be near, which ſhe had 

© valued all her life long ;* under the influence where- 
of ſhe rejoiced and was comforted, and was ſtrongly 
enzaged on the youth's account (ſome young friends 
being preſent) © That they might chooſe truth for 
© their portion, and Jacob's God-for the lot of their 
* inheritance, which far exceeded every thing this 
* tranſitory world would afford; and was ſorry = 
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© had not had more frequent opportunities of their bad 
© company, while ſhe had ſtrength to expreſs her WW {upp 
© warmth of defire for their growth in the beſt Ml lite 
© things, that would ſtand them in ſtead when every inft: 


thing elſe would fail:* and when they took their min 


leave, the ſaid, © She was glad of this opportunity, 8 
and if ſhe never ſaw them more, ſhe hoped they tion 
© ſhould meet in a better place.” wei, 
She was ſoon after got up in a chair, where in a nur 
few minutes ſhe quietly departed this life, on the iſt friei 
of the eighth month, 1762, aged ſeventy- ſix years, mili 
and was decently interred in friends burial- ground at and 
Settle, the 4th of the ſame. mike 
Ss | 
dure 
————.. ³— N 
be 
ARAH MARSDEN, wife of Caleb Marſden, ti. 
of Highflatts, within the compaſs of Pontefract © (le 
monthly- meeting, was born in the year 1706, and © th 
being favoured with a religious education, and the © m 
viſitations of truth in her young years, by yielding © be 
obedience thereto, ſhe became a ſober, grave, dil- pe 
creet young woman, a diligent attender of meetings, © | 
and honeſtly labouring to improve her time therein. el 
About the year 1749, it pleaſed the Lord to call « of 
her into the work of the miniſtry, which ſhe in great 6 m 
tear and tenderneſs gave up to; and although never eh. 
large in teſtimony, yet ſhe was plain, ſound, and edi- c. 
tying, rather backward in her publick appearances, en. 
and © afraid,” as {he ſaid, © to awake her beloved till 6 I 
© he pleaſed ;* but when ſhe felt the holy fire burn, 'S 
then ſhe offered her gift, and was careful when that eb 
abated, to {it down in meetings, where too many are eg. 
intent on words; ſhe was a diligent labourer in ſpi- bs 
Tit, her very countenance being awful and affecting, 4ſt 
and like the worthy elders and nobles of the people, WF « þ 
Numb. xxi. 18. digging as with the ſtaff the Food Wc» 
| | | a 


heir bad given her, and ſometimes broke forth in ſolemn 


her ſupplication to the great law-giver, that the well of 
beſt lite might ſpring up, which at times ſhe was the happy 
/ery inſtrument of effecting to the conſolation of the right- 
heir minded. 
uty, WW She was naturally of an affable, peaceable diſpoſi- 
they tion, an affectionate wife, a tender mother, and 
© weightily concerned to train up her children in the 
n a W nurture and admonition of the Lord; kind to her 
ist friends, charitable to the poor, and an example of hu- 
ars, mility, ſelf-denial, and reſignation to the divine will, 
d at WT and alſo of induſtry, and a prudent management of 


tte affairs of this life, 

= AHerlaitillneſs was long and tedious, which ſhe en- 
dured with much patience and reſignation ; ſaying, 
= © My body is full of pain, yea, more than I can well 
bear; O the ſad ſtate of thoſe in my weak condi- 
(tion, who want peace of mind! But for ever bleſ- 
ſed be my God, who now on my fick bed anſwers 


my peace with him, having nothing to do but to 
bear with patience the painful afflictions that are 
permitted to attend: me ; I find it work enough to 
ſtruggle with nature, one had need have nothing 
elſe to do. My breathing and travail of foul hath 
often been to the Lord, that he would let me ſee 
my duty, and give me ſtrength to perform it. If I 
had my time to ſpend over again, I know not that I 


meetings, and other things relating to the ſociety ; 
but always in great fear, which ſometimes hath 
been ſo great, that I have been too backward, and 
hurt myſelf thereby.“ 
To ſome friends preſent, ſhe ſaid, * Dear friends, 
ſtand in your lots, fear not man, come up in your 
proper places, and the God of peace will be with 
= © you, and ſtrengthen you to perform and come up 
ui 
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the deſire of my mind, in giving me an evidence of 


could ſpend it much better; I can truly ſay, I have 
never been too forward in my appearances in 
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© in the way of your duty to him, and one unto ano- 
© ther ; and ſo you will be preſerved in the pure love 
and unity of the one ſpirit.” 

At another time a friend called to ſee her, to whom 
ſhe ſaid, © "Thou and I have been very near one unto 
© another; O my body is full of pain! I am ſome- 
© times ready to ſay, Lord | what have I done? I 
© want to be eaſed and diflolved : my ſtay here ſeems 
© very long; at morning I wiſh for night, at night! 
© long for morning ; but yet bleſſed be my God, 1 
© fee] his hand is underneath, and he bears up my 
ſpirit, or I could not tell how to endure my afflic- 
© tion.” 

At another time, being very weak, ſhe ſaid to her 
huſband and children, * At the time of my departure 
© be as ſtill as you can, and feel for yourſelves, and 
© do not mourn to excels, for all will be well. Do 
© not mourn for me; but rather rejoice when I am 
delivered from theſe pains, for my change will be 
© a happy one.“ | 

One evening lying very {till, thoſe that attended 
her thought ſhe had been going to depart ; but after 
ſome time ſhe opened her eyes, and ſeeing her. rela- 
tions ſtanding by her, ſhe raiſed her voice in a ſur- 
prizing manner, and ſaid, © I am intirely ſenſible, and 
© behold you every one, and glad I am to depart in 
6 peace z* and took her ſolemn farewell of all pre- 
ſent, in a very loving, aftecting, and cheerful man- 
ner, thoſe preſent thinking the time of her departure 
had been very near; but ſhe continued ſome days 
longer, moſtly lying in a ſtill, quiet, peaceable and 
reſigned frame of mind, patiently waiting her diſſo- 
lution ; and near her concluſion, her voice being very 
weak, ſhe was heard to ſay, © O that my ſweet Re- 
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« deemer would come and take me to himſelf! Do 
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not hold me, let me go freely.“ 
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She died the 8th of the eighth month, 1762, and 


was interred in friends burying-ground at High-flatts, 
the 11th of the ſame, aged 56 years, 


2 ———̃̃— 


RACE CHAMBERS, an ancient and honour. 
able friend, of Kendal in Weſtmoreland, was 
born at Munckhelſden, in the county of Durham, 
ſhe while young was virtuouſly inclined ; and when 
ſhe grew up was of a ſtrict exemplary life and conver- 
ſation, remarkable for her plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
apparel, manners and deportment, endowed with a 
good underſtanding and benevolent diſpoſition, and 
exerted herſelf to the utmoſt of her power to be 
ſerviceable in her day, which gained-her an exten- 
five acquaintance among friends and others, havin 
occaſionally free acceſs to ſeveral families of diſtinc- 
tion in her neighbourhood, to whom her affectionate 
viſits were acceptable and of ſervice, and from whom 
ſhe met with that civil and courteous behaviour 
which was due to one of her amiable qualities. 

She had conſiderable ſkill in ſurgery, and in ad- 
miniſtring relief in many diſorders, which ſhe did 
without fee or reward; and was much devoted to 
viſit the ſick and thoſe under affliction, to whom ſhe 
was greatly helpful. Her openneſs and generoſity 
to her friends, and hoſpitality to the poor, were very 
remarkable, | 

In the cloſe of her time ſhe was {trong and lively 
in her teſtimony, even when bodily ſtrength was ſo 
much abated, that it was with difficulty ſhe got out 
to meetings ; but having been exemplary in this and 
other reſpects, ſhe continued ſo to the laſt. 

Being far advanced in years, and attended with 
the infirmities incident to old age, ſhe bore all with 
Chriſtian patience and reſignation to the all wiſe diſ- 
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poſing hand, and finiſhed a well ſpent life, accom- 
panied with the evidence of a future well-being, at 
Fs houſe at Sedgwick near Kendal, the 22d of the 
ninth month, 1762, and was decently interred in 
friends burial-ground at Preſtonpatrick (the meeting 
ſhe belonged to) the 26th of the ſame, aged eighty- 
five years. 


LICE HALL, wife of Iſaac Hall, of Little 
Broughton in Cumberland, was born the 3oth 
of the eleventh month, 1708, at Blackhouſe in Al- 
landale in Northumberland, and daughter of John 
and Iſabella Fetherſtone, who being religious friends, 
carefully educated their children in the principles of 
truth : ſhe was early favoured with divine viſitations, 
and being obedient thereto, grew in religious experi- 
ence to a good degree of ſtability and ſettlement there- 
in; and having received a gift in the miniſtry, through 
an humble attention to the leading of the good ſhep- 
herd, ſhe became ſerviceable in the church, and 
freely gave up to that ſervice, as ſhe found her mind 
engaged and drawn thereto. 

L her unmarried ſtate ſhe was concerned to viſit 
friends twice in Ireland, moſt parts of England, 
Wales, and Scotland ; was both a good example in 
private life, and in her publick miniſtry, abiding 
under the ſeaſonable virtue, which rendered her con- 
verſation edifying and agreeable, After her mar- 


riage, which was in the year 1743, ſhe remained 


zealous for the cauſe of truth, and was often con- 
cerned to travel in the ſervice thereof, viſiting ſeveral 
parts of her native land, and Ireland a third time. 
In the year 1760 ſhe found an engagement to viſit 
the churches in America, which proved a very cloſe 
trial, in parting from her huſband and children ; 
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but after recommending them to the protection of 
that hand which is for ever ſufficient, ſhe proceeded 
on her voyage, and landed in America in the tenth 
month, 1761, and diligently ſet about her ſervices, 
viſiting tne provinces generally, although weak in 
body, in company of a friend of Pennſylvania, named 
Ann Newland ; and her labours of love through the 
different provinces were to the general ſatisfaction 
of friends, as appears by divers certificates tranſ- 
mitted from thence, . 

She was alſo enabled to viſit many meetings in 
the provinces of Pennſylvania and the Jerſeys, al- 
though under great bodily weakneſs and great exer- 
ciſe of ſpirit; yet her meek, lowly and innocent 
deportment, together with her lively and edifying 
miniſtry, made laſting impreſſions on many minds, 
and rendered her company very acceptable. 

In the courſe of her viſit, ſhe was an example of 
great patience and humility, ſteady in attention to 
her own buſineſs, and prudent in converſation, diſ- 
charging her duty faithfully in her weighty under- 
taking. 

A little before ſhe was confined by illneſs, ſhe 
expreſſed to ſome friends after the laſt publick meet- 
ing ſhe was able to attend, which was at Chetter in 
New Jerſey, * That ſhe was clear ;* and although 
the yearly-meeting at Philadelphia was then to be 
held in a few days, ſhe ſaid, * She could not ſee ſhe 
ſhould be at it.? 

She got to her lodgings at Iſaac Zanc's in Phila- 
delphia, the 22d of the ninth month, 1762, and her 
diſtemper increaſing, notwithſtanding all the tender 
care affection could dictate, ſhe expired the 6th of 
the tenth month following. She endured her laſt 
illneſs, which was very ſharp, without any ens of 
murmuring, but in lamb-like patience expreſſed an 


entire reſignation in the divine will, whether to live 


or die, ; 
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Her body was carried to one of the meeting-houſes 
in Philadelphia, and after a large and ſolemn meeting 
was decently interred in friends burial- ground in that 
city, the 8th of the tenth month, 1762. 


OSSALL MIDDLETON, of Boroughbridge 

in the county of York, having through a long 
courſe of years maintained a ſteady teſtimony in op- 
poſition to all undue liberties, and laboured for the 
promotion of truth, which he was enabled to do 
through experience of and obedience to the divine and 
heavenly light: and though through extreme old age, 


his memory became impaired for the laſt two or three 


years of his life, yet a ſhort account of him for the 
encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter read this, 
claims a place in theſe memoirs. 

He was a diligent attender of meetings, and pe- 


culiarly qualified for the ſupport of diſcipline, aw- 


fully waiting for the ariſing of that divine power, 
which is unerring to direct in judgment. 

He twice ſuftered impriſonment for the non-pay-- 
ment of a prieſt's demands, about eleven years, 
which he bore with much Chriſtian patience and 
reſignation, being exemplary in ſuftering, and fer- 
vently deſiring his adverſary might be forgiven. 

About the ſeventieth year of his age, his mouth 
was opened in publick teſtimony, which was ſound, 
refreſhing and edifying, greatly to the ſatisfaction of 
the right-minded; and as be bought the truth, he 


was careful not to ſel] it; ſo it may be juſtly ſaid, 


truth and its friends were his beloved companions, 


and his conduct among men gained him love and 
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To ſome friends who viſited him a little before: his 
deceaſe, he appeared to be in a ſtill, quiet, ſweet, 
compoſed frame of mind, and took his laſt leave of 
them in his uſual tender and affectionate manner. 

Much might be ſaid of this worthy friend; but as 
his life was a ſeries of cloſe exerciſes and trials, it 
may ſuffice to ſay, he endured them as a man whoſe 
mind was weaned from the world, having his eye 
fixed on a far better country, namely, an heavenly, 
into which there is no doubt of his being entered. 

He departed this life the 8th of the fifth month, 
1703, in the ninety-ſixth year of his age, and a 
miniſter about twenty-ſeven years, and was buried 
at Burton near Barnſley the 10th of the ſame. 


— — — — 


OHN GOODWIN, an ancient friend at 
J Eſkyrgoch, in Montgomeryſhire, in North Wales, 
was early favoured with the bleſſed viſitation of truth, 
and by faithfully adhering to the dictates thereof, he 
experienced its effects to be redeeming him, and pu- 
rifying him as a veſſel for the great Maſter's uſe ; ſo 
that about the 27th year of his age, he was called to 
the work of the miniſtry, in which through faithfully 
and diligently waiting for all-ſufficient help, he became 
an able miniſter of the goſpel, and was inſtrumental 
to turn many from darkneſs to licht, and from the 
power of Satan to the power of God, that he might 
well be numbered among the valiants of Iſrael ; often 
viſiting the Principality of Wales, and in the younger 
part of his life, diverts parts of England. He filled 
up the ſeveral duties of life with good repute, being 
an affectionate huſband, a tender father, a good neigh- 
bour : alſo, in a religious ſenſe, a wiſe . father, 
pleaſant in converſation, yet weighty and inſtructive 
to thoſe who inquired the way to Sion; when led to 
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reprove, he was careful to abide in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs and wifdom. He was of an upright life and 
converſation, a fervent lover of the cauſe of truth and 
people of God, zealous of the honour of truth, and 
the ſupport of its teſtimony in all its branches. 

In his younger years, when in low circumſtances, 
and anxious for the ſupport of his family, he purpoſed 
removing to America (his parents, brother, and ſiſters, 
being gone thither before) but finding a ſtop in his 
mind, and feeling after divine counſel, he found it his 
place to ſettle in his native land, and it livingly aroſe 
in his heart, © That the Lord would provide for him 
© and his family,“ in which he believed; and in the 
cloſe of his days, faid with thankfulneſs, The Lord 
had fulfilled it to him ;3* which is worthy of com- 
memoration, and may ſerve as a way-mark to others 
who read this account, to have their eye to him 
in faith, with whom counſel dwells, for direction in 
all their concerns of life. | 

He continued freſh and lively to old age, and about 
three wecks before his deceaſe, at the laſt publick 
meeting he attended, he was enabled to bear teſtimony 
in the life and power of truth, in a remarkable man- 
ner, to thoſe preſent, amongſt whom were divers not 
in ſociety with us; and after meeting ſaid, He was 
„fully clear of the people, and releafed from that 


« ſervice;* ſignifying, * His time here was near a 


© concluſion, and that now after a painful affliction 
© he ſhould ſoon be at reſt with the righteous, for 
- which he longed ;* yet ſaid, © Let patience have its 
perfect work.” 

During his illneſs he appeared to be in an heavenly 
frame of mind, abounding with praiſes to God for 
his continued mercies; often expreſſing, How 
valuable the enjoyment of the love of God is on a 
« dying bed.“ He deſired his love might be remem- 


bered to his brethren. and ſiſters in Chriſt, being 
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ſenſible and clear in his underſtanding to the laſt 
hour. | ; 

He quietly departed this life, as one falling into a 
ſwcet ſleep, the 7th of the twelfth month, 1763, and 
was buried in friends burial-ground at Llwyndee, the 
12th of the ſame, aged about 82 years, 


ATHARINE BURLING, daughter of John 
8 and Ann Burling, of the city of New-York, 
in America, was taken ill of a ſlow fever, which 
weakened her gradually, ſo that (to uſe her own 
expreſſions) ſhe was reduced ſtep by ſtep; all means 
uſed for her help proving ineffectual. 

When ſhe was brought low, and her recovery 
appeared doubtful, ſhe was for a time under great 
exerciſe of mind concerning her future ſtate, and 
prayed to the Lord for a little more time, and that 
ſhe might witneſs a better ſtate ; which he was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, not long after, ſaying, © Her 
© mind was changed.“ She came to witneſs the 
child's ſtate, filled with innocency, abounding in 
love, often ſaying, * My mind is like a little child's” 
and her heart came to be filled with the love of God; 
and in the aboundings thereof, for ſeveral weeks before 
her departure, ſhe was at times enabled to declare of 
the Lord's goodneſs to her in a wonderful manner ; 
and alſo to exhort many, who came to viſit her, to 
© amendment of life, that when they came to lie on 


© a ſick bed, they might be made enjoyers of that 


peace ſhe was then made a partaker of;* often 
ſaying, © She felt his peace flow in her mind as a 
gentle ſtream, and that her cup run over“. 
Though order of time may not be kept ſtrictly to, 
yet. many were the ſweet expreſſions which this young 
e vol e e ee e 
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woman uttered, ſome of which, as near as could b 
remembered, are as follows, viz. 
Many weariſome nights have I gone through, and 
© have watered my pillow with my tears. I was long 
in doubt of my eternal hapineſs, and in the time of 
c oreateſt diſtreſs I cried to the Lord that he would 
© be pleaſed to lengthen my time a little longer, that 
I might be more fully prepared, and he was gra- 
ciouily pleaſed to hear and grant my requeſt ; and 
now he has been pleaſed to grant me a full aſſurance 
of it, and to lengthen my time, that I might ſpeak 
of his goodneſs to others, and tel] what he has 
done for my ſoul; O praiſes, praiſes, praiſes, be 
given to his great and glorious name | my tongue 
0 
C 


aa. a a 


La 


is too ſhort by far, O if I had the tongue of an 

angel, I could not ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude 
© to that gracious God who has been thus pleaſed to 
© favour me in ſo eminent a manner! 

My diſorder is very changeable, very flattering 
© it would be to ſome, but it does not flatter me; I 
am reſigned to the Lord's will, let him do juſt as 
© beſt pleaſeth him with me, his poor frail creature, 
A few days ago, when I thought I was juſt launch- 
© ing into eternity, that boundleſs ocean of eternity, 
I prayed to the Lord that he would be pleaſed to give 
© mealittle longer time, and he was graciouſly pleaſed 
© to hear and grant my requeſt. "The work of regene- 
© ration is a great work, I know it now experimen- 
© tally, I am become a new creature, new thoughts, 
© new deſires, my affections ſet upon things above; 
I have a new name written in the Lamb's book of 
© life, and the white ſtone is given to me.“ 

She at the fame time adviſed her brothers and 
ſiſters 'to plainneſs of ſpeech and apparel, faying, 
© Remember our bleſſed Lord, that great pattern of 
© plainneſs, who when on earth went up and down 
doing good, and wore a garment without a ſeam ; 
© he was crucified, he was nailed to the croſs for our 
© ſins, for my {ins : O love inexprefſible ! ? 
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During the laſt five weeks of her illneſs, ſhe was 
frequently ſpeaking of the Lord's goodneſs to her, 
ſhe being favoured in an extraordinary manner; often 
ſaying, © I have nothing to do with this world; O 
© let my time be employed in praiſing the Lord, and 
© telling of his gracious dealings with my foul !? 

One evening her father was ſitting by her bedſide, 
ſhe ſaid to him, Thou art my father, but now 1 
© have another father, I have an heavenly father ; I 
© love thee dearly, but I love him much more; O he 
« 1s the chiefeſt of ten thouſands !? 

She would often ſay, © I am thankful to the Lord 
for all his favours conferred on me, and when I do 
not ſpeak, I am thankful in my heart, and that is 
more- than words ; the Lord does not require lip 
honour, but when my heart is filled, I cannot help 
ſpeaking.” | 

At another time, Many are the changes and 
viciſſitudes I do experience, and what may come 
next there are none of us knows; but I am reſigned 
and thankful for all his mercies, his poor frail 
creature: he muſt do with me juſt as he pleaſes; 
we ſhould be thankful for all the Lord's favours. 
I hope and pray that I may be kept thankful and 
humble, meek and low, before him, waiting for 
my change, and a happy change it will be to me.“ 
One morning, as her mother and ſiſters were 
putting on her clothes, ſhe deſired them to ſtop, and 
then expreſſed herſelf to this effect: © I now no 
© longer wonder that the martyrs could ſing in the 
© flames, I could do the ſame; I think I could go 
© through burning flames, if required, for the love of 
© Chriſt; O it is inexpreflible !* and ſpake much 
more, and then prayed in an extraordinary manner. 

At another time ſhe ſpoke to this purpoſe follow- 
ing: Now I know how precious the ſoul is; O 
© that people would prize their time, and prepare 
© while health is granted them! I bleſs the Lord I 
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am prepared, if he is pleaſed to call me the next 
* moment, I am ready; but I am thankful for the 
© little time he has granted me to be with you : but, 
O how ſhocking, how horribly ſhocking muſt it be 
© for ſuch poor ſouls who are unprepared, and de- 
© prived of their ſenſes at ſuch a time as this !? 

She often exhorted and adviſed many young peo- 
ple, at different times, againſt reading romances and 
idle books, ſaying, It has been the greateſt trouble 
and exerciſe of mind to me, more than any thing I 
© have done; it has coſt me many a weariſome night, 
© and many a bitter tear, though I have never read 
* but a few, and thoſe that were decmed the moſt 
© harmleſs; I know there are ſome who deem them 
innocent amuſements, and fay thoſe books are in- 
© ſtruftive, and there are good morals in them: but, 
O muſt we go to ſuch books for good morals | read 
© the Scriptures, which are the ben of all books, and 
© there are other good books,” 

One who uſed the ſea, coming into the room, and 
ſtanding by her bedſide, after a few minutes ſhe ſpoke 
to him to this import: Thou art one that ſaileth 
© on the great waters, and there thou may ſee God's 
© wonders in the great deeps ; and thou art much in 
© company with ſailors, and ſuch like men, and I know 
© they are light and frothy in their converſation ; I 
* defire thee to keep thy mind watchful, and near the 
© Lord, which if thou doeſt, thou wilt be preſerved 


© in his fear.” 


When ſhe mended, after a ſevere turn of illneſs, 
one evening, ſhe called her little brothers to her, and 
kifled them in a very loving manner ; and then being 
removed to the bedſide, as ſhe fat thereon, ſhe ſaid, 
< OT am full of love! I feel a degree of divine love.“ 
A neighbour being in the room, noticing how eaſy 
and compoſed her countenance was, ſhe anſwered, 
© How can my countenance be ſad when my mind is 
© at peace? the neighbour anſwering, * Which the 


© world 
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© world cannot give,” ſhe returned, No, nor take 
© away.” | 

Two neighbours, not of our ſociety, coming into 
the room, ſhe ſpoke to one of them, ſaying, © Thou 
© ſees me very weak and low, but my mind is at 
© peace, ſweet heavenly peace of mind; I hope and 
< pray that thou may feel the ſame when thou comeſt 
< to lie on a ſick bed.” 

Through the prevalence of her diſtemper, and for 
want of ſleep, ſhe became delirious for ſome days, 
with ſmall intermiſſions; and then at ſuch intervals 
ſhe ſeemed filled with divine love. The laſt day be- 
fore her departure, ſhe bid her ſiſter tell her mother, 
© I am reſigned, patiently waiting, and quietly hoping 
for my happy change.“ A little before her depar- 
ture, ſhe told her father, © ſhe was not afraid to die:“ 
ſoon after, ſhe ſaid to one of her fiſters, © I feel as if 
I am going to Paradiſe.” About noon, the fame 
day, ſhe deſired her mother to tell a friend preſent, 
That ſhe ſhould go eaſy and to reſt.“ 

She departed this life without ſigh or groan the 16th 
of the fourth month, 1764, in the 18th year of 
her age; and was decently interred in friend's bury- 
ing- ground in New-York. | 


OHN ALDERSON, of Ravenſtondale in 

Weſtmoreland, was the ſon of our ancient friends 
Ralph and Alice Alderſon, of the ſame place, and 
was educated by them in a religious manner, who 
both by example and precept, were ſignally ſervice- 
able to him in the time of his youth, to whom he 
demeaned himſelf, as he became truly religious, in a 
very dutiful manner. 
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About the nineteenth year of his age, he was re- 
markably favoured with an humbling viſitation from 
on high, and keeping under it, he became fitted for 
the work of the miniſtry, into which he was called 
about twelve years afterwards; wherein in a ſhort 
time he grew ſkilfu], and laboured with unwearied 
diligence, viſiting divers parts of this nation ſeveral 
times: he alſo viſited Ireland and Scotland; in all 
which there is good reaſon to believe his labours 
were acceptable, and of good ſervice to the churches. 
In time of filence he was ſteady in a fervent travail 
of ſpirit before the Lord ; was often enabled to unfold 
the deep myſteries of the kingdom, and the work of 
regeneration ; and alſo ſtrongly to preſs friends to a 
ſteady watchfulneſs againſt the many ſubtle wiles and 

temptations of the enemy of man's happineſs. 

In the beginning of the year 1764, although under 
great weakneſs of body, he found a concern to pay 
a religious viſit to friends in the ſouthern parts of the 
nation, and in company with his beloved friend An- 
thony Maſon, he came to London, but under great 
indiſooſition, being able to attend but a few meet- 
10 in that city, in which he appeared in publick 
teſtimony, to the comfort and ſatisfattion of many, 
particularly in the meetings of miniſters and elders ; 
but his natural ſtrength decreaſing, he was confined 
about ſeventeen weeks at the houſe of our friend 
Thomas Jackſon, where all neceſlary care and aſſiſt- 
ance were adminiſtred to him. 

In the courſe of his illneſs he was led under the 
influence of divine love, to leave a few hints reſpect- 
ing the beginning and progreſs of truth upon his 
ſoul, and expreſſed himſelf to this effect: That 
© he was mercifully viſited with the Dayſpring from 
con high, and in the light of the Lord it was clear- 
© ly diſcovered to him, what he ſhould do, and what 
© he ſhould abſtain from; but being addicted to 
«© youthful follies and vanities, he was unwilling to 

© renounce 
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© renounce them, or to come up in obedience to the 
© advice and admonitions of his faithful and expe- 
< rienced parents in the truth. By his diſobedience 
© he put out the candle which the Lord had lighted 
in his ſoul, and continued for ſome time to walk 
© in darkneſs ; in which dark and wilderneſs ſtate the 
© Almighty, for wiſe purpoſes by him unſeen, ſuffer. . 
© ed Satan to try and prove him with various tempta- 
tions, not only with the gory of temporal delights, 
© but with ſins excceding ſinful in their nature. He 
© had received a meaſure of light and grace, but he 
© rebelled againſt it; and though he was kept from 
< groſs pollutions, yet his vain, light and airy mind, 
and aſpiring imagination, was unwilling to ſubmit 
© to the yoke of Chriit to follow him in humility and 
« ſelf-denial ; and as he had by tranſgreſſion againſt 
the inward law, which is light, forfeited his right 
to the tree of life, he found no way for a return but 


by the flaming ſword, which in an eminent man- 


ner ſeemed furbiſhed for him in order to divide the 
precious from the vile, and which did execute the 
© ficrce anger of the Lord upon his tranſgrefling 
nature, which was ſtrong and unwilling to have 
© fin deftroyed both root and branch. For ſome 
time the Lad executed his juſt judgments fo that 
© his mercy was clear gone from him, which 
© brought him to deſpair of attaining life eternal. 

But when the Almighty (who redeems Zion 


© through judgment) was pleaſed to ſay, it was 


© enough, and this diſpenſation of condemnation had 
© humbled his ſpirit, and bowed his neck to the yoke 
of Chriſt, by the powerful operation of whoſe ſpirit 


© he became as clay in the hands of the potter; and 
though the miniſtration of condemnation had been 
© grievous, he could now ſing of judgment and 


* mercy. And as he kept faithful to the diſcoveries 
of the light, which now ſhone brighter to the perfect 
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© day, he was preſerved therein from turning agam 
© to folly, knowing by purchaſed experience, that all 
© who are ſaved from ſin, and perſevere in a life of 


© righteouſneſs, muſt walk ſteadily in the light of the 


© Lord. | 

© While he was in the employment of a ſhepherd, 
being alone, he was by the love of God ſo power- 
< fully attracted to love him again, and all mankind, 
© that under the ſacred influence and holy anointing 
© thereof, he found the goſpel of ſalvation flowed 
© aniverſally towards all, and the word of life ſprang 
© and flowed in his foul as if he had been preaching 
© to many people.” 

Thus this dear friend became qualified for the 
work of the miniſtry, a diſpenſation of which was 
given to him, that he might ſhow unto man the 
way of life and falvation. 
| Much excellent counſel and advice alfo dropt from 
him, in the courſe of his illneſs, to miniſters and 
elders in their various ſtates and allotments, his 
underſtanding and memory being preſerved clear and 
ſtrong to the laſt, being alſo bleſſed with remarkable 
ſerenity and calmneſs in that proving ſeaſon. Fo- 
wards the cloſe of his time, after commending every 
one to God, and to the word of his grace and 
good ſpirit, he added, for whoſe ſake,” ſays he, I 
© have travelled in the deeps ; and now in the ſeem- 
© ing + concluſion of my time, I witneſs renewed 
peace and divine refreſhment, and with my lan- 
guiſhing breath, under the influence of goſpel love, 
CJ. am enabled to pray for the peace of our Zion, 
© that truth and righteouſneſs may proſper within 
© her gates, and the falyation of our god may be 
< yet appointed as walls and bulwarks about her 
© city, This is what I continue earneſtly to wiſh, 
not only for my brethren and fellow-members, but 


© for every one who may receive the invitation of | 


© God's love, and be obedient to the dictates of his 
Spirit, 
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> Spirit, and ſo become inhabitants of this holy city, 


© the city of the great King, who is ever worthy to 
© rule and reign in the hearts of his people :* then 
adding, © thus having relieved my ſpirit, there re- 
mains nothing but to deſire my endeared love may 
© be remembered to my affectionate wife, who,” ſays 
he, © I defire may not grieve beyond meaſure, but 
freely reſign me into the hands of my faithful 
Creator ; alſo to my dear children, with my dear 
aged parents and relations according to the fleſh ; 
telling them, that through the continued loving- 
kindneſs of a merciful Saviour, it is well with 
me, and I am favoured with a comfortable evi- 
dence, that if I am removed with the preſent 
weakneſs of body, he will receive me into the 
arms of his mercy ; and that I go to their God, 
and my God, to their Father Kh my Father, to 
join the heavenly hoſt, in ever magnifying his 


* 


r > 


© love and mercy, who hath loved and waſhed us 


© in the blood of the immaculate lamb: to whom, 
© with the Father, through the holy Spirit, be glory, 
© honour and praiſe, now. and eternally. in the hea- 
© vens, Amen.“ | 

He departed this life the 26th of the fourth month, 
1704, about midnight, and his body was interred in 
Bunhill-felds the 3oth of the ſame, after a large and 


ſolemn meeting at Devonſhire-houſe, held: for that 


purpoſe ; aged near forty-three, and a miniſter about 
twelve years. 


See an account- concerning him in print, intitled, 
Some uſeful Obſervations and Advices. 


R 2 STEPHEN 


| 


96 PIETY PROMOTED. 


TEPHEN SEDGEWICK, an ancient friend 
belonging to Bentham monthly-meeting in Vork- 
ſhire, was born about the year 1684, and educated 
in the way of truth, as profeſſed by us; and when 
very young became concerned to live a ſober and 
religious life, frequently ſeeking ſolitary places to 
pour forth his ſoul in ſupplication to the Lord, that 
he might know an inward acquaintance with him for 
himſelf; and as he grew in years, he grew in ſaving 
knowledge, ſo that about the 20th year of his age his 
mouth was opened in miniſtry, and through faithful- 
neſs he became an able miniſter of the goſpel, having 
frequently to declare to others what the 'Lord had 
done for his ſoul, to the encouragement of the weak 
and ſincere mind, | 
Nie laboured diligently, and viſited moſt of the 
meetings in this nation, Scotland, and Ireland, and 
was frequently engaged in viſiting the families of 
friends; in which ſervice he was eminently qualified. 

During the latter part of his life he was afflicted: 
with bodily weakneſs, yet {till .continued a conſtant 
attender of meetings, both for worſhip and diſcipline z- 
and it was clearly obſervable, the nearer he grew 
towards his final change, the more lively and bright 
he grew in his gift in the miniſtry. 

His life and converſation was remarkably regular 
and inoffenſive, his benevolence extended to all, 
whereby he obtained a good report and eſteem. , 

During his laſt illneſs he often declared to thoſe 
who viſited him, That his day's work was done; 
© that he had nothing to do but die; and that he was 
© in true peace with the Lord and all men.” 

He departed this life the 10th of the fifth month, 
1764, and was buried in friend's burial-ground at 
Lower Bentham, aged about 80 years, and a miniſter 


60 years, | 
| ELIZABETH 
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LIZABETH KENL ALL, late of Manning= 
tree in Eſſex, was convinced of the truth in her 
poung years, although in the beginning ſhe was not 
| ſenſible what it was that followed her with reproots, 
if at any time {he miſled or turned her feet out ©! the 
way which ſhe was convinced ſhe ſhould walk in; 
whici brought great anguiſh upon her tender mind, 
and made her to ſeek ſolitary places to pour out her 
tears before the Lord, who heard her prayers and 
ſupplications for preſervation, and was her alone 
helper. 

. 1 Her parents not being at all ſenſible of her trouble 
of mind, and that it was for her ſoul's ſake. that it 
= might reſt in the day of trouble, began to be very 
” harſh with her, by threatening and uſing all endea- 


© vours to drive her from ſuch thoughtfulneſs, fearing 
e © it would be her ruin. But powerful was that good 
band and arm which was made bare for her ſupport, 
| ſeo that the more her ſuffering increaſed, the ſtronger 
= ſhe grew. 

_— At this time ſhe was quite unacquainted with 
: friends, not knowing there were ſuch a people ; but 


ſome time after her parents removing her to a place 

near which ſome friends reſided, ſhe became ac- 
quainted with them, in whoſe company ſhe was often 
refreſhed, and her afflicted mind much comforted ; 
and hearing of a meeting, ſhe found means to get to 
„it, in which {though there were but few words 
. | ſpoken) ſhe was melted down as wax before the fire, 
not wanting to hear words ; but was ſenſible theſe 


? were the people ſhe was to join with, which ſhe did 
for peace ſake about the 19th year of her age. Then 
: did her ſufferings increaſe by her parents, but in a 
. more ſevere manner from her father, he having a 


great diſlike to the name Quaker, ſaying, I had 
rather the had been any thing but that; and ſpoke 
R 3 much 
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much againſt them; yet ſhe was ſteady and immove- 
able, many times having much to ſay in vindication 
of the truth ; but he could not bear it, therefore was 
more ſevere againſt her. 

About the 21ſt year of her age, ſhe came forth in 
a publick teſtimony, to the great comfort and ſatiſ- 
faction of friends, which occaſioned a freth trouble to 
her parents, and made her ſufferings ſtill greater from 
them; yet it did not alter her ſteady reſolutions in 
preſſing forward in that which brought peace, neither 
occaſioned her to ſhew any uneaſineſs to her parents. 

One day her father being in great warmth, took 
her by the arm, and thruſt her out at the door, ſay- 
ing, Let me never fee you more, if you do not 
© leave the Quakers ;* the patiently bore it, and went 
to a friend's houſe, who gladly received her until 
further way was opened. | 

After ſome time it pleaſed the Almighty to grant 
her father a viſitation of the Dayſpring from on high, 
which brought him to a ſight of his {tate and condi- 
tion, and made him ſeek a place of repentance. He 
became willing to ſuffer and to endure the croſs, and 
betook himſelf to a very circumſpect way of life; 
and after a conſiderable time, hearing his daughter 
was to be at a meeting near where he reſided, privately 
got to it; in which ſhe was favoured to bear a living 
teſtimony to the truth, and was made inſtrumental to 
his being fully convinced, After meeting he embraced 
her with tears, ſaying, My dear child, hold on thy 
© way, fear no man, thou art in the right:“ and from 
that time he conſtantly went to meetings, and con- 
tinued faithful to the end of his time. Some time 
after his wife, one ſon, and another daughter, joined 
friends. | "197 r 

After ſome time ſhe ſettled at Bradfield near Man- 

ningtree in Eſſex, and being freely given up to the 
Lord's requirings, grew much in the truth: her teſti- 
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mony was large, lively, and powerful, to the great 
comfort and ſatisfaction of the honeſt -hearted. She 
was often concerned to go forth and leave all that 
was near and dear to her behind; was ſeveral times 
drawn to viſit friends in this nation, once in Ireland, 
twice in Wales and Scotland, and in all was we:l 
received; appeared much to the conſolation of the 
aMicted, but as a ſharp threſhing inſtrument to the 
careleſs, and to the ſtirring up and awakening 
many. | 

A pattern of plainneſs and true humility, zealous 
for promoting the truth, having no greater joy than 
to ſee its, profeſſors proſper in it, nor ſpared any pains 
to admoniſh or rebuke where occaſion required. 

For ſeveral years before her deceaſe ſhe was 
attended with great bodily weakneſs, yet as long as it 
was poſſible to be taken to meetings, the did not give it 
over: ſoon after her being diſabled from attending 
meetings, ſhe was taken with ſomething of the 
pally, which affected her ſpeech, ſo that the could 
not well expreſs herſelf, but was ſometimes under- 
ſtood to ſay, © I love; I love all:* nothing more 
pleaſant to her than to ſee her friends. She was often 
retired in her mind, ſweetneſs appearing in her. 
countenance z a pattern of patience, not finding fault 
with what was done for her, nor heard to ſay it was 
hard ſhe ſhould be aMicted with ſo many weakneſſes ; 
but always appearing in an eaſy frame of mind with 
great pleaſantneſs, endeavouring to make thoſe about 
her ſenſible ſne counted it a great favour ſhe was ſo 
provided for. 

She departed this life the 19th, and was interred 
the 24th of the ſecond month, 1765, in friends bu- 
rial ground at Manningtree, about the Soth year of 
her age, having been a miniſter 58 years, 


GHARRETT 


200 PIETY FROM O TED. 


HARRETT VAN HAS SEN, an ancient 
friend of Dublin, was born in Holland. He 
was a ſignal inſtance of the mercy and long forbear- 
ance of a gracious God, having been favoured with 
a divine and powerful viſitation about the 40th year 
of his age, and thereby reclaimed from a ſtate of 
unregeneracy and ſin, and witneſſing true repentance. 
He joined in ſociety with us the people called Quakers, 
and through faithfulneſs, being led on in the paths of 
piety and love to God and men, he received a gift in 
the miniitry in England, and about the year 17 37, he 
went to Ireland, and for the moſt part of the remain- 
der of his time reſided at Dublin. 

He was a fervent labourer in the miniſtry, and 
_ zealous in his teſtimony againſt the inordinate love of 
the world, affectionately tender to the youth, and was 
often concerned for their preſervation. | 

He viſited the meetings of friends in Great Britain 
and in the year 1747 he performed a viſit to moſt or 
all the families of friends in Ireland ; and alſo to ſuch 
as had by miſconduct juſtly incurred the cenſure of 
the ſociety; in which labour he was well received, 
having extenſive charity. 

During the latter part of his time, he was greatly 
afflicted with bodily infirmities, diſabling him in a 
great meaſure for publick ſervice; but he Nin retained 
his love to God and the brethren, and at or ncar his 
concluſion had the comfortable aſſurance of his ap- 
proaching removal to a better ſtate, which he ſignified 
by the following expreſſions, among others: © I am 
« going to your Father, and my Father: to your 


© God, and my God: I die daily, nevertheleſs I live, 


© and not I, but Chrift liveth in me.” 
He departed this life the 3oth of the fixth month, 
1765, aged about 70, and a miniſter upwards of 28 


Years. 
1 RACHEL 
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ACHEL CHANDLER, formerly PEN- 

FOLD, was born at Guilford in the county 
ot durry; her mother dying when ſhe was young, 
ſubjected her to many inconveniences, which ſhe 
occaſionally mentioned; but being favoured with an 
early viſitation of divine love, was pre ſerved from 
the groſſer pollutions of the age, and by gradually 
ſubmitting to the ſanctifying operation of truth, was 
fitted for the work of the miniſtry, and diligently 
labouring to improve the talent committed to her 
truſt, in due time became an able miniſter of the 
zoſpel, found in doctrine, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. She travelled through divers parts of this 
nation in full unity with her friends, and to the 
peace and ſatisfaction of her own mind. 

Her miniſtry was attended with a lively demon- 
ſtration of the ſpring from whence it flowed ; ſhe 
was often favoured with near acceſs to the throne of 
grace, in fervent ſupplication for the reſtoration of 
Zion to her primitive purity and beauty; and in com- 
memoration of the Lord's goodneſs to her through' 
the various diſpenſations of his Providence, would- 
frequently exhort the youth to remember their jCre- 
ator in the days of their youth, and dedicate the 
prime of their days to his ſervice. 

She was a nursing mother to the tender and well- 
inclined, and a true ſympathizer with the bowed 
down and afflicted in ſpirit ; but a ſharp reprover of 
the rebellious and ſtiff-necked, an affectionate friend 


and kind neighbour, a pattern of induſtry, humility. * 


and ſelf-denial, a good example in diſcharging the 
ſeveral relative duties ſuitable to her ſtation and eir- 


cumſtances in life, which made her beloved both 


by friends and others. 

She was long afflited with a fore diſorder, which 
rendered her incapable of travelling for a conſiderable 
time; but ſhe conſtantly attended her own meeting; 


and 
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and after, when her inability increaſed, the meeting 
was held at her houſe, where ſhe frequently appeared 
in publick teſtimony, under a living ſenſe that the 
Lord had not forſaken her in this time of outward 
affliction. | 

To her huſband and a friend who came to ſee her, 
ſhe ſaid, © If ſhe died then, her defire was that they 
© would look to their own ſtanding, and not grieve 
© for her, but rather rejoice ſhe was landed ſafe from 
© a world of peril and difficulty, a lite of temptation 
and probation; that the laſt thing ſhe had to ſtrug- 
< gle with was death, and that was made eaſy, the 
© {ting thereof being taken away. 

At another time, being in great pain, O if I 
© had my peace to make now, what ſhould I do! 


© It is enough to bear the infirmities of the body, 


without the load of a. guilty conſcience.“ Being 
a little eafier, ſhe ſaid, © That her pain was often 
" my {trong, yet at times ſhe witneſſed great ſweet- 
© nels, which ſupported and enabled her to bear her 
© affliction ;* further adding, A little of the balm 
© of Gilead was very comfortable to her, and that 
© {ſhe longed for the time to come, when ſhe might 


© drink large draughts of water from the well of 


e life.“ 

She was ſeveral months confined to her bed, but 
bore her affliction with remarkable patience and re- 
ſignation, and continued ſenſible to her end, depart- 
ing this life the 18th of the fifth month, 1765, and 
was interred in friends burial- ground at Kingſton the 
24th of the ſame, aged forty-two, a miniſter ſixteen 

ears. 
? A few months before her death, ſhe drew up a 
brief memorial of the gracious dealings of the Lord 
with her ſoul, which the deſired might be commu- 
nicated to friends, and is here annexed, 


A brief 


LEE nts ot Oat IO" 


2 BY Ms 2 r 
RK rr 


2 3 2 N * vo, Nt 2 > x 
ß oe WL TIM s EM 
c 


ET 


PIETY PROMOTED. 203 


A brief Memorial of the Lord's gracious Dealings 
with RAcnEL CHANDLER, formerly R. PEN- 
FOLD, late of Eſher in Surry, written by herſelf 
a few months before her deceaſe, and at her par- 
ticular requeſt communicated to friends, 


© WHEN I conſider that the grave cannot cele- 
brate the praiſe that is due to the Lord, on account 
of his gracious and merciful dealings to my ſoul, 
I am inclined to ſay fo much on God's behalf, as 
may ſuffice to let mankind know, that he of his 
own free mercy firſt viſited my foul, when it was 
zone very far aſtray from the right path ; and at 
about the ſeventeenth year of my age, laid the axe 
to the root of the corrupt tree, and ſhook my ſandy 
foundation, ſo that my feeble building, grounded 
© on profeſſion and name, was made to totter, and 
I to cry out in the anguiſh of my ſpirit, What 
« ſhall I do to become what I ought to be, that fo 
© | might obtain favour and peace with God ! And 
© ſuch was my ſorrow night and day, that I often 
© wilhed I had never been born, or that I had died 
very young before I had knowledge of good and 
evil; for now that the book of the law was opened, 
the commandment came, fin revived that had been 
© hid and covered with a fig leaf covering, and I 
© died, and as one ſenſible of the terrors of the Lord, 
© T often cried, „ O wretched creature that I am! 
4 who ſhall deliver me from this body of fin and 
„% death?” Thus went I ſecretly mourning on 
< my way for a long time, while my adverſary laid 
© many baits in my way to catch my unwary feet; 
© yet when ever I yielded 'to the forcible power of 
© conviction, though in ever ſo trivial things, I found 
© peace ; but as I had gone a great way from the 
© father's houſe, ſo I had a great way to come back, 
© and it took up much time, for there was long war 

1 © between 
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between the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David; 
but blefled be God, the Father and Fountain of 
life, the houſe of David grew ſtronger, as the 
houſe of Saul grew weaker, ſo that in time my 
enemies were diſcomfited, and what I had ſeen 
and heard in ſecret at the bottom of Jordan, and in 
the depth of the ſea, was I required to proclaim 


as on the houſe-top; which was ſo weighty an 


engagement, that it took up much time to be fitted 
for, leſt not being rightly prepared, I ſhould be 
drawn in a forward zeal to do that which was not 


required of me, as poor Uzzah did, or being rightly 


anointed, yet through a forward mind to be doing, 
ſhould be haſtily drawn to offer ſacrifice before 
Samuel came : fo that after repeated manifeſtations 
and convincing circumſtances had been aftorded, 
yet the confirming evidence being wanting, I durſt 
not appear in publick teſtimony for God, until 
Gideon like, I had tried the fleece every way, by 
which the long forbearance of the Lord was dit- 
covered to me-ward, who knew my with-holding 
was not from obſtinate rebellion, but through fear 
of taking that on me which I was not called to, 
and that my delire in doing his work was that I 
might be his ſervant, and found anſwering the end 


for which I was made; that rightly improving my 


talent, I might at laſt have an entrance into the 


joy of my Lord: and at length having waited the 


ſeaſon for the accompliſhing the work of manifeſt- 
ing my love by my obedience, I gave up in great 
weakneſs and trembling to ſpeak a few words 
in meetings in the twenty-fixth year of my age, 
and had great peace in ſo doing; and although I 
have never been called to much ſervice, yet having 


one talent committed to my truſt, I have found an 
- abſolute neceſſity to improve the ſmall portion of 


grace received, and alſo to watch and guard againſt 
temptations, which I have had my ſhare of many 
ways, 
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ways, but find none more dangerous nor ſubtle 
than ſelf, the moſt cruel foe, of which I am the 
more tree to ſpeak, in order to inform others, that 
they may beware and not attribute that honour to 
ſelf which belongs to God. I have ſeen it in many 
ſhapes, had many a combat with it, and do rejoice 
in this, to ſee it under foot, and the Lord to be 
uppermoſt; there ſelf is of no reputation; and that 
I may ſtill witneſs this, that as my eye has been 
ſteadily fixed on my good guide, who firſt found 
me out when alone in a deſart land, and a concern 
hath been raiſed to follow him only in the way of 
his leadings, ſo he alſo may have the glory and 

praiſe in the conducting me ſafe thus far on my 
journey through many difficulties and ſtraits, which 
but only to look back upon, makes me ſhudder at 
them, inſomuch that approaching death appears a 
pleaſant releaſe from a world of trials and beſet- 
ments, which while here we are liable to; and am 
ready to conclude my work is almoſt done, m 

day near at an end, my ſun nigh ſetting, in whic 

the curtain of the night will be drawn over m 

earthly tabernacle, which pain and weakneſs make 
to ſhake, ſo that I ſuppoſe what I do, I had need 
do quickly, for no device or work can there be 
done when the ſpirit is departed ; wherefore 9 
love to my fellow- citizens, as well as good wi 

to ſtrangers, am willing for their encouragement 
to leave this ſmall hint of the goodneſs of God ta 
a poor worm, who am far from being able to ſpeak 
one half of what hath been done for me, only that 
men may glorify God when they find my footſteps, 
and confider that as weak as I have been, yet the 


great condeſcenſion of divine wiſdom and omni- - 


potence is ſuch, that now being confined as a pri- 
ſoner at home by my incurable malady in the fleth, 
my ſpirit is at liberty to praiſe God and give glory 
to him, under a renewed ſenſe that I have fo far 
Vol. III. 8 © fought 


— 
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£ fought the good fight, and have been hitherto 
© helped to keep the faith, and I feel peace to be my 
© reward, which makes ample amends for all m 
© ſorrows, yea, and preſent pain, © Hallelujah to 
« God on high, peace on earth, and good-will to 
« men,” faith my ſoul: O let all cleave to him as 
© to a moſt ſure and certain guide, who will not 
© leave his comfortleſs, bleſſed be his name! but 
£ will come again and cauſe them to rejoice, and their 
£ joy ſhall exceed the joy of harveſt, when corn and 
* wine increaſe, | 
© RACHEL CHANDLER,” 


Eſher, ninth month, 1764. 


— —— — — 


AVID COULSON, was born at Notting- 
ham, the gth of the fourth month, 1713, of 


religious parents, and educated in the way of truth 


in his youth he was ſtrongly addicted to vain amuſe- 
ments and company, gratifying himſelf therein for 
ſome years : his father dying when he was young, he 
was much laboured with by his tender mother, who 
with many tears ſought his reformation, and which often 
affected him for a ſhort ſpace; but {till his inclination 
to vanity was ſo great, that he ſtifled the convictions 
of truth. ; 
About the twenty-firſt year of his age, happening 
to lodge in a damp bed, an inflammation in his eyes 
followed, by which he loſt his fight, and being viſited 
with ſickneſs was reduced very low; nevertheleſs he 


did not break off from his companions, their vain. 


converſation ſerving for an excuſe to divert him in 
his dull ſituation, and although pain and ſorrow of 


heart were often his portion, yet it was hard for him 


to take up the croſs and follow Chriſt in the way 2 
| elt. 
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ſelf-denial, until about the twenty-ſixth year of his 
age, when a powerful viſitation was extended, that 
he dared no longer to reſiſt, and he had to ſee that 
if he did not join in therewith, it would be the laſt 
viſitation that would be afforded ; he therefore con- 
ſulted not with fleſh and blood, but gave up to the 
heavenly viſion 3 of the humiliation of which day, 
he would often ſpeak with reverence and gratitude. 
About the thirty-third year of his age, his mouth 
was firſt opened to declare to others what God had 
done for his ſoul, and a concern was ſoon raiſed in 
him to viſit the churches, which notwithſtanding his 
want of ſight he gave up to ; and excepting Kent and 
Suſſex, he viſited all the counties in England, and 
ſome of them divers times; and through the mer- 


ciful care and protection of his great Lord and Maſ- 


ter, he was ſo preſerved, as never to meet with any 
fall or accident to lay him up one day in all his tra- 
vels. 

For ſome years before his death, he was afflicted 
with a ſharp painful diſorder in his ſtomach and 
bowels, which rendered travelling on horſeback im - 
practicable, yet occaſionally attended ſome neigh- 
bouring or the quarterly-meetings he belonged to ; 
under all which he had to remark, That he had 
not neglected his day's work, in which,” he ſaid, 
© he found peace; and that he could ſay without 
© boaſting, he never had omitted any thing that he 
© apprehended his duty.“ 

The next day after his return from the circular 
meeting at Stourbridge he was taken ill, and con- 
tinued ſo for ſome time, but at times got out to 
meetings. On the 24th of the eleventh month, 
1765, in the afternoon he went to meeting, and in 
the evening had an acceptable time in the family, in 
which the divine life ſpread like the odour of the 
precious ointment, to the affecting many minds. 
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In the courſe of his illneſs he dropped many hea- 


venly expreſſions, ſome of which follow: 
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Ohit is a good thing to live near the Lord 
while in health, for I find it now enough to do 


to grapple with the pain of the body; but I thank 


God I am quite eaſy whether I live or die, death 
is no terror, for my life is in Chrift, and the Lord 
{weeteneth every bitter cup : but it is not ſo with 
thoſe who folluw lying vanities, for they are for- 
ſaking their own mercies. The Lord can bring 


low, and can raiſe again at his pleaſure. If I ſhould 


at this time be reſtored, I hope I ſhall be more 
redeemed and brought nearer the Lord in that pure 
covenant of lite. I often think what will become 
of them that are lukewarm in religion, for if we 
keep ever ſo near the Lord, and ſerve him with 
all our mind and ſtrength, we have nothing to 
ipare; no, no; we are but unprofitable ſervants, 


we have done but that which is our duty. I pray 


God ſupport me under all the trials and exerciſes 
of this day.“ | 
To one who attended him, he ſaid to this effect: 


Keep near the Lord, and ſeek him with all thy 


heart, for thou knows not how ſoon the meſſenger 
may come, whether at midnight, at cockcrow, or 
at the dawning of the day. O let nothing hinder 
thee from ſeeking him ! Look not at thy poverty, 
for what ſignifies all the greatneſs and riches of 
this world, if we keep near the Lord, he can be 
abundantly more than this unto us. 

To another he ſaid, O poor girl ferve the Lord! 
Thou canſt never do any thing better ; the Lord 
loves an early ſacrifice, give him therefore the ſa- 
crifice of thy youth. I can ſay nothing more than 
to defire you to keep near the Lord, for I with 
you all well; the Lord has been my ſtrength and 


preſcrver, my all in all, the Lord is my ſhepherd.” 
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To ſome friends coming into the room: © Now 
< friends, do you think it is fit to put off repentance 
© to ſuch an hour as this? O it is a fad thing! for 
© we all know we muſt die, it cannot be otherwiſe 
© with any, But if we take not up our daily croſs 
and be regenerated and born again, we cannot ſee 
© the kingdom, much Jeſs enter into it. Ihe Lord 
© can bring low and raiſe again, bleſſed be his holy 
© name, his holy will be done, come life, come 
© death.” 

The latter part of the day he ſpoke little, but lay 
in a ſweet diſpoſition, defiring to be ſtill, was ſenſible 
to the laſt, and quietly departed this life, as one 
going into a ſweet ſleep, about the ſecond hour in 
the morning, the gth of the tweltth month, 1765; 
aged 52, a miniſter 20 years. | 


UCY ECROYD, wife of John Ecroyd, of 
Edge-end in the county of Lancaſter, and 
daughter of James and Ann Bradley, of Bromyard 
in Herefordſhire, was mercifully viſited with the 
manifeſtation of divine grace while very young; alfo 
the tender care of an affectionate parent, who watch- 
ed over her children for good, was bleſſed to her in 
an eminent manner : the wholeſome advice ſhe was 
frequently concerned to adminiſter, made deep and 
awful impreſſions on her mind, though ſhe was ſoon 
deprived of this great bleſſing, her mother dying when 
ſhe was about thirteen years of age; after which be- 
ing expoſed to unprofitable company; ſhe found the 
truth of the apoſtle's aſſertion, that “ Evil com- 
% munications corrupt good manners; for ſhe 
was thereby drawn into vanity, leavened into the 
ſpirit of this world, and too much attached to its 
; 8 3 fading 
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fading enjoyments. In this time of forgetfulneſs 


and departure from her firſt love, ſhe met with many 
cloſe inward trials and outward diſappointments, 
finding no reſt to her weary ſoul, till paſſing through 
judgment (by which Zion muſt be redeemed) and 
enduring many fore conflicts, her feet were merci- 
fully turned into the way of peace. 

About the 19th year of her age, her mouth was 
firſt opened by way of teſtimony, being a good ex- 


ample in word, in converſation, in charity, in faith 


and purity, ſhe adorned the doctrine of our Lord. 
Much might be added to commemorate her worth, 
the innocency of her deportment, and exemplary 
conduct through the various parts of her ſervice; 
whether in her publick ſtation, or more private ſer- 
vice; let it ſuffice to ſay, her heart was devoted to 
God, and from thence out of the good treaſures 
thereof, ſhe brought forth things new and old. 

About the 24th year of her age ſhe viſited Lon- 
don, in company with her beloved friend Rebecca 
Smith, of Nailſworth in Glouceſterſhire, ſince de- 
ceaſed, where her ſervice was very acceptable, and 
indeed it may be recorded to the memory of them 
both, they were inſtrumental of good to many in 
their ſaid viſit; and in all her ſervices being care- 
fully concerned to keep under the guidance of the 
holy hand which put her forth, ſhe was kept in the 
right line, conducted therein with ſafety, and was 
favoured with the return of peace in her own bo- 
ſom. 

In the latter part of her life when in health, ſhe 
frequently intimated a perſuaſion that her race was 
near over, expreſſing a feryent deſire, That through 
divine merey ſhe might be enabled, by patient con- 
tinuance in well- doing, to hold out to the end.“ 
Thus the retained her integrity to the cloſe of life, 
ever preferring Zion's welfare before her chiefeſt 
Joy. | E 3 
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In her laſt illneſs ſhe ſpoke but little, but her pa- | 


tience under ſuch great bodily affliction, and the 
ſweet compoſure of her countenance and deport- 
ment, clearly evinced ſhe had acceſs to the place 
where prayer is wont to be made, 

She departed this life the 26th of the firſt month, 
1766, and was interred in friends burial-ground in 
Marſden in Lancaſhire, aged 41 years. 


ur 


OSEPH MILTHORP, a member of Pontefrat 

monthly-meeting in Yorkſhire, was educated in 
the principles of the church of England; but as he 
advanced towards man's eſtate, being of a thought- 
ful diſpoſition, and unſatisfied with the principles of 
his education, he, after various reſearches among the 
different modes of profeſſion, joined himſelf to the 


Romiſh church, and for divers years conſtantly at- 


tended their worſhip, and ſtrictly obſerved their cere- 
monial inſtitutions, for ſome time firmly believing 


Chriſt Jeſus to be the author thereof; though at 


times he was led to believe there was a ſubduing of 
the paſſions and a renovation of heart, which the 
truly righteous experienced; alſo a fruition of in- 
ward peace, which they at times poſſeſſed: to all 
which he found himſelf, in great meaſure, a ſtranger, 
| which cauſed him many times ſecretly to mourn and 


pour forth earneſt prayers to the Father of mercies, 


that he might become a partaker of the fame happy 
experience. 
While he was thus exerciſed, it came into his mind 


to go to a meeting of the people called Quakers, for 


an account of which take his own words, in a let- 
ter, VIZ. 


I fat at eaſe a long time, yet earneſtly deſired 
© that if the Lord had any particular regard to that 


« people 


4 
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© people, or approved of their manner of worſhip, 
© that he would make me ſenſible of it; and being 
© thus ſet, and grown weary of ſilent waiting, divine 
© power ſeized upon my body, ſoul, and ſpirit, which 
© cauſed me to break out into abundance of tears, 
© and my body greatly to tremble, then ſaid I, O 
% Lord! Why am I thus?” To which inward cry 


© of mine, ſomething which till then I knew not 


© (though I had often felt a meaſure of the ſame 
© power, though never to that degree) anſwered, 
« If thou did but love the Lord thy God with all 
« thy heart, mind, and foul, that love would be ſo 
« prevalent over thee, that it would teach thee what 
ce to do, and what to eſchew: O the ſurprizing 
© ſtate I then found myſelf in! how was my heart 
© then filled with love, peace, and joy, unſpeakable 
© and full of glory! Soon after an honeſt friend ſtood 
© up in tears and much trembling, and ſaid, It is 
« an excellent thing if we can ſay of a truth, Jeſus. 


« Chriſt lives in us:“ theſe words reached my ſtate, 


© I then bowed in my mind, adoring the divine 


© power that then influenced me, and faid, „Dear 


« Lord! if thou art he that I have Jong ſought and 
« mourned for, tell me, O thou that has N my 
cc heart! what I ſhould do to be ſaved, or to continue 
« in thy favour?” Upon which the humble Jeſus, 
© the divine Bridegroom of my ſoul, affectionately 
© anſwered, I require no rite or ceremonial worſhip 
« of thee, but that thou give up thy heart; it is 
« there I would reign, it is there I would rule, and 
« there I would be worthipped in ſpirit and truth.“ 
It was ſome time before he could get from unden 
the prejudices he had in favour of the Roman church, 
but continued to frequent both the maſs houſe and 
friends mectings, until through a further viſitation 
by an inſtrumental means, he was effectually reached, 
became a valuable and uſeful member, exemplary in 
conduct, careful to have the diſcipline maintained, 
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and at times was concerned in a ſhort teſtimony, 
which was very acceptable; a peaceable neighbour, 
and being of extenſive knowledge, was capable of 
adviſing in many caſes, which he was always ready 
to do, demonſtrating that the living divine principle 
he had embraced, led him to the exerciſe of every 
Chriſtian virtue. 

For divers years before his death, he was at times, 
ſorely afflicted with the ſtone and gravel, the acute- 
neſs of which he bore with exemplary patience. His 
laſt illneſs was ſhort, and apparently attended with 
no ſymptoms of death, till near the time of his de- 
parture, and though he was ſuddenly called, yet not 
unprepared, for being aſked a little before his death 
how he was, he expreſſed himſelf thus: J am pretty 
© eaſy, though not without ſome bodily pain, yet in- 
© ward comfort helps greatiy;* and added, © I am 
© weary, weary, of this world, if it would pleaſe 
Providence to take me to himſelf, O how accept- 
© able it would be | 

He departed this life the 3d, and was interred the 
5th of the ſeventh month, 1766, in friends burial- 
ground at Burton, aged about 50 years. 


D 


| LICE ALDERSON, wife of Ralph Alderſon, 
of Ravenſtondale in the county of Weſtmore- 

land, was convinced of truth in her young years, and 
carefully abiding under its divine teachings, conſiſt- 
ent to the advice of the wiſe king Solomon, © "Truſt 
„ in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not to 
« thy own underſtanding,” ſhe came to receive a gift 
in the miniſtry, and though for a conſiderable time 
in a few words, yet greatly to the edification of the 
church, and being faithful in a little, witneſſed an 
uncreaſe therein; and clothed with the comelineſs 4 
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the goſpel, ſhe became valuable in the Lord's houſe, 
devoting the prime and flower of her youth, her 
middle age, and decline of life, to his ſervice ; la- 
bouring diligently in the cauſe of truth, both in this 
nation, Scotland, and Ireland, and once in America 
in all which her labours of love were well received, 
and tended much to the edification of the church. 
In the miniſtry, though ſhe had not much human 
learning, ſhe was frequently furniſhed with copious 
expreſſions, well adapted to the matter ſhe had to de- 
liver; deep and weighty in her delivery, and enabled 
to ſpeak feelingly to the ſtate of meetings and indi- 
viduals. She was remarkably diligent in attending 
meetings when at home, even to old age, often ſig- 
nifying that ſhe believed none would be injured 
thereby in their outward circumſtances, as the bleſ- 
ſings of divine Providence upon the honeſt endeavours 
of the faithful would be an ample recompenſe for all 
their labour and ſeeming loſs of time. When old 
age had fo far weakened her conſtitution that ſhe 


214 


could no longer attend meetings, ſhe retained the 
divine anointing which had been her ſupport through 


the various ſtages of lite, 


The laſt meeting ſhe was at, being the day ſhe 


took to her bed, ſhe had to revive the encouraging 
invitation of the prophet Hoſea, Come and let us 
return unto the Lord, for he hath torn and he will 
« heal us; he hath ſmitten and he will bind us up; 
C after two days will he revive us, in the third da 
% he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his ſight: 
« then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the 
& Lord, his going forth is prepared as the morning, 
and he ſhall come unto us as the rain, as the latter 
« and former rain unto the earth.” Hoſea vi. 1, 
3 om je < 
A few days before her departure, when ſome 
friends were fitting by her, ſhe was remarkably fa- 
voured with the overſhadowing of divine goodneſs, 
an wherein 
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wherein ſhe had weightily to caution miniſters and 
elders to be exceeding watchful over their own 
ſpirits, ſtrongly adviſing them to live in the bond of 
love and unity, ſignifying ſhe clearly ſaw the ſubtle 
enemy of man's happineſs endeavouring to draw 
them aſide, in order to mar or deface that work 
which divine Providence allotted them to be engaged 
in; ſaying, < That the Lord had permitted her to be 
© buffetted and brought low, even to the gates of 


| © hell, and had again in great mercy lifted up her 


© head and given her the glorious earneſt of eternal 
© happineſs;* concluding in fervent prayer for the 
ſmall meeting ſhe was a member of, and for all the 
{mall gatherings of the Lord's people the world 
over. 

In the time of her illneſs. ſhe was afflicted with ex- 
ceeding ſharp pain, which ſhe bore with great re- 
ſignation, often praying for patience to bear what 
might be permitted to be laid on her. A divine 
ſerenity and ſweetneſs accompanied her laſt moments, 
and indeed it might be ſaid her ſun went down in 
brightneſs, 

She departed this life on the 15th of the eighth 
month, 1766, and was honourably interred in friends 
burial-ground the 18th of the ſame at Ravenſtondale, 
accompanied by many friends and others, aged 88, 
a miniſter 60 years. <3 


— 
TARY WARING, late wife of Jeremiah 


Waring, of Wandſworth in the 2 ＋ 
Surry, and widow of Daniel Weſton, of Ratcliffe, 


was the daughter of Joſeph Pace, of Southwark; be- 


ing favoured with an early viſitation of divine love, 
ſhe was clearly convinced of the evil tendency of 
thoſe undue liberties whereby too many of our un- 
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wary youth have been enſnared and gone aſtray 
and as ſhe ſubmitted to the ſanctifying operation of 
truth, her mind was redeemed from a vain conver- 
ſation, and gradually fitted for the work of the mini- 
ſtry; and being careful to improve the gift received, 
ſhe became an able miniſter of the goſpel, ſound in 
doctrine, and ſkilful in dividing the word aright. 

She travelled much in the ſervice of truth, having 
at ſundry times viſited friends in moſt of the counties 
of England and Wales, and once moſt of the colo- 
nies on the continent of America; in all which her 
ſervice was acceptable, and ſhe laboured much for 
the preſervation of good order and diſcipline in the 
church. Of an open, generous, and charitable diſ- 
poſition, a lover of truth and the friends of it, and 
was much beloved by them. 

In her laſt illneſs, which was lingering and painful, 
being confined from meeting about ſix months, ſhe 
was favoured with ſome acceptable viſits from divers 
of her friends, and would frequently ſay to them, 
That her mind was preſerved in a calm, peaceable 
< reſignation to the divine will.” 

Among other expreſſions of weight which ſhe ut- 


| tered, the following are remembered, viz. © That ſhe 


© believed herſelf near her end, for ſhe did not fee 
© that ſhe had any thing more of religious duties to 
do* (meaning of a publick nature) * for,” ſaid ſhe, 
when | look at our own meeting, I ſeem to have 
no concern there; and whereas I uſed to be anxious 
about the quarterly-meetings, I now ſcarce think 
of them, yet,* added, © I wiſh well to the cauſe, 
and believe it will proſper, but that a trying day 
will come firſt,” 1 5 
She departed this life at Wandſworth, the ꝙth of 
the tenth month, 1766, and was buried at Ratcliffe 
near London, the 16th of the ſame, attended by 


many friends; aged 54, a miniſter 30 years. 


CANDIA 


0 
4 
4 
: 
b 
q 
8 
* 
K · 
41 
G 
iy 
a 
5 
1 
* 
* 
„ 
* 
x7 
Wo. 
E 
. 
VB 
5 
1 
= 
\W 
* 
*" 
„ 
5 
ba 
mel 
44 
> 
8 
3 
4 
3d 
* 45 
* 
* 
3 
A 
2 
5 
* 
1 
** 
. 4 
E 
3. 
3 
H 
„ 
3 
* 
= 
- 28 
Ss. 
© as 
"8 
eu” 
-kM 
vi 
Bp 
* 
* 
* 
4 
pet 
* 
3 
5 
— 
2 
*vH 


> S 8 2 A 4 
WW 
2 — * * Nn 


E R . LH. od. ws 


W ® 


— dk. OY tis. I RE nal. _ So a FL 1 


T 5 * PR 0 9 » 2 n * n 2 
" ö * FF A ˙ A ⁵˙ ry rb Gu 
„ . DITRE NT 


PEE TFT PROMO T TED. 2ry 


ANDIA COR BVN, wife of John Corbyn, 

of the city of Worceſtcr, was born about the 
year 1671, at Pontypool in Monmouthſhire, and 
about the 18th year of her age, was reached by truth 
through the powerful miniſtry of "Thomas Wilſon, 
which taking deep root in her heart brought forth 
good fruits, 

In a few years ſhe received a gift in the miniſtry, 
in the exerciſe of which ſhe was ſound and clear, 
and evidently favoured with the renewings of that 
divine life which preſerved her freſh and green; be- 
ing often tenderly concerned both in teſtimony and 
ſupplication on behalf of the youth, that their tender 
minds might be preſerved from the many ſnares that 
lie in the way, and be ſo formed and enlarged by 
the divine hand, as to become living branches in the 
true vine, and ſerviceable members in ſociety. 

She was frequently engaged to bear teſtimony to 
the univerſality and ſufficiency of the grace of God 
extended through the Chriſtian diſpenſation to all 
mankind ; and ſhe earneſtly laboured that friends 
would retain a grateful ſenſe of the liberties we now 
enjoy, to hold our religious meetings without mo- 
leſtationz often recounting the many hardſhips, 
which ſhe well remembered our ancient friends 
were permitted to undergo, for the trial of their 
faith. 

She continued a diligent attender of meetings both 
for worſhip and diſcipline, in love and charity as a 
mother in Iſrael, faithfully diſcharging her duty to- 
wards all, hoſpitable to ſtrangers, a friend to all, 
eſpecially the poor, fatherleſs, and widow ; in her 
connections in life, a ſteady pattern of piety and vir- 


tue, fo that it may be ſaid, in doctrine and practice, 


the dew of heaven reſted on her branches even to 
very advanced age, ox 
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Her laſt illneſs being but ſhort, ſhe calmly de- 
parted this life the 23th of the fourth month, 1767, 
and her remains were decently interred in friends 
burial-ground at Worceſter, the 3d of the fifth 
month following; aged qb, a miniſter 73 years. 

Although no expreſſions of this ancient friend are 
preſerved, vet as through a long courſe of years ſhe 
was preſerved unſpotted and ſtrong in her love, as 
was the caſe of Caleb formerly, the account is worthy 
of preſervation, that all may "ſee and be encouraged, 
that if they keep to this living divine principle, they 
will be enabled to hold out to the end. 


ICHARD HIPSLEY, a member of Claverham 
monthly-meeting, in the county of Somerſet, was 
born in the pariſh of Church-hill, in the ſaid county, 
about the year 1708. His parents were religious 


faithful friends, who carefully educated him in the 


way of truth, and as he grew in years he grew 1n 
grace, by which his underftanding was opened and 
enlarged ; that about the thirty-fifth year of his age, 
his mouth was firſt 1 in a publick teſtimony, in 


which he was very diffident and cautious, And the 


Lord who knew his ſincerity, was pleaſed fo to en- 
large his heart therein, that he became an able miniſ- 
ter, and being fitted and prepared, he could no longer 
withhold, but was concerned to viſit divers parts 
of this nation and Ireland, to general ſatisfaction. 

He was eminently qualified to ſpeak a word in 


ſeaſon, in monthly and quarterly-meetings, which he 


was diligent in attending, as well as frequently the 
_ year] y- meeting in London. 

He was a man of a cheerful ſpirit, pleaſant and 
affable in converſation, a good huſband and tender 
tather, a kind neighbour, doing to all as he would be 

done 
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done unto ; his houſe and heart were open to enter- 
tain his friends. 

He was afflicted with a long ill neſs, the dropſy, and 
was often in great pain, which he bore with much pa- 
tience, believing his departure drew near, frequently 
expreſſing his reſignation to the divine will, and of- 
ten ſignified to them who viſited him in his illness, 
That it appeared to him that all was well, and that 
© he had nothing to do but to die. 

He quietly departed this life the 8th of the fifth 
month, 1767, and was buried in friends burying- 
ground at Sedcott, the 13th of the fame, accompa- 
nied by a large number of friends and others, where 
ſeveral living and powerful teſtimonies were borne, 
to the ſatisfaction and comfort of thoſe who were 


preſent, 


. . 


DMUND PECKO VER, of Wells in Nor- 
folk, was the ſon of Joſeph and Catharine 
eckover, both perſons of great eſteem in the ſocie- 
ty. He was early favoured with a divine viſitation, 
of which a more particular account cannot be given, 
than 1s in a paper found in his own hand writing. 
The tender dealings,* fays he, © of the Almigh- 
ty with me in my youth, being often freſh in my 
remembrance, brings a moſt grateful ſenſe there- 
of over my mind, under which I cannot but with 
reverence commemorate the ſame, It was no ſmall 
advantage to me, that I was favoured with religious 
and godly parents, whoſe concern and care to bring 
me, and the reſt of their children, up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, was great : and 
what I look upon as very remarkable, is, that be- 
* fore I arrived at an age, capable to retain thoſe good 


© and wholeſome admonitions, which in the wiſdom 
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of God, they often communicated to me, I felt the 
good hand of the Lord at work in me, in a man- 
ner ſuitable to my tender capacity, impreſſing up- 
on my heart a living ſenſe of his greatneſs and good- 
neſs, which often brought me under much awful - 
neſs and fear, dreading to do any thing that I 
knew was not well pleaſing in his ſight : herein I 
could diſtinguiſh that I had peace and ſatisfaction, 
and met with encouragement in myſelf, beyond 
what I am able to expreſs; and when I had been 
drawn away into any rang which tended to hinder 
my growth in that which 1 found to my ſoul's ad- 
vantage, ſorrow and trouble took hold of me, 
under a ſenſe whereof, I often made vows and 
promiſes, that I would never join with the like 
again, which being my firſt fruits before the Lord, 
I believe he had a tender regard to, and often aſſiſt- 
ed me to perform thoſe covenants, which, through 
ſome good meaſure of divine influence, I then en- 
tered into. 

In the time of this exerciſe, great and many were 
the conflicts I had to encounter with; but, to the 
praiſe of his great name, I ſpeak it, his compaſſio- 
nate fatherly care was over me, and always attend- 
cd me with ſuch a portion of his divine and faving 
grace, that I knew preſervation thereby, through 
things of the moſt trying and pinching nature, in 
the experience whereof thankfulneſs would ariſe.” 
Thus through faithfulneſs to the divine manifeſta- 
tions, he was early anointed to preach the goſpel, 
even in his minority, while at the ſchool of our friend 
Gilbert Thompſon (mentioned in the fore part of 
this treatiſe) in the fifteenth year of his age. And 
as he abode in faithfulneſs, he increaſed in his gift, 
and in the year 1714, and in the eighteenth year of 
his age, in company with Edward Upſher, of Col- 
cheſter, he viſited divers counties, and alſo Ireland 
about the twentieth year of his age, in compan 
wil 
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with George Gibſon, as well as moſt parts of this 
nation, Scotland, Ireland and America, in the tuc- 
cecding part of his time. 

He was indeed an elder worthy of double honour, 
being of an exemplary life and unſtained character, 
and in the exerciſe of his gift, frequently opened and 
enlarged in divine counſel, and as a cloud filled with 
celeſtial rain, to the reviving and refreſhment of the 
living heritage of God; zealous for the profperity of 
the church, and for the ingathering of all, he ſpared 
not to ſpend himſelf 1n the ſtrength of his days, and 
divine goodneſs was pleaſed to preſerve him a ſtrong 
man, and an able miniſter for a long courſe of years. 
He uſually delivered himſelf with great fervency, in 
the flowing forth of divine love upon his ſpirit, 

About three years before his deceaſe, he received 
a ſhock of a paralytic kind, which both in his own 
apprehenſion, and that of his friends, ſcemed to 
threaten him with a haſty dillolution ; under this af- 
fecting viſitation, by the account of a relation who 


DO * 
viſited him the fame evening, he was graciouſly pre- 


ſerved in a broken, tender, living frame, and ex- 


preſſed himſelf after this manner: © That he had 
* now the ſatisfaction of a good conſcience, and of 
© having diſcharged himſelf in the duty required of 
© him, according to the ability aftorded him;“ de- 
claring at the ſame time, © the great con! lation he 
* inwardly enjoyed.“ Ihe next morning, atter a 
ſhort ſleep, and taking ſome little refreſhment, he 
Was ſomewhat revived, and ſignified, © He was well 

© pleaſed that his outward affairs were ſettled, and 
© was fully ſatisfied with the manner in which they 
were ordered; that he was entirely reſigned to 
the diſpoſal of all-wiſe Providence, whether it 
© might be to lengthen his days, or to take him 


© hence; but he felt a bleſied aſſurance, and found 


© the Lord, who had been his ſupport through many 


* trials, from his youth to his advanced years, {till 
14 © to 
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to be near him, and could experimentally ſay, his 
© Redeemer lived, who hath ever been the ſtrength 
of his faithful people, and who had brought to 
© paſs many things in his [no ſhort] pilgrimage, 
6 rag to outward appearance ſeemed very un- 
s likely.” 

After this, he lay in a ſweet and quiet frame, and 
his pain leſſening, he appeared pretty cheerful, and in 
time he became ſo far reſtored, as to be able to go 
abroad in a carriage, but with conſiderable difficulty 
to himſelf. And though in common converſation 
his apprehenſion and memory ſeemed much impaired, 
yet his publick appearance in meetings continued 
ſound, conſiſtent and ſavoury. 

A few monihs before his death, he was rendered 
totally unable to attend meetings, and continued gra- 
dually to decline; and the gracious Lord, who had 
been his ſtrength and ſtay in the prime of his life, 
ſupported him in his laſt moments, for then he ap- 
peared to be favoured with a comfortable foretaſte of 
that glorious immortality, which is prepared for the 
righteous ; for though. he was deprived of bodily 
{trength to ſpeak ſo diſtinctly as uſual, yet he was 
ſufficiently underſtood to intimate the inexpreſſible joy 
and felicity that he felt, and ſeemed to paſs away as 
with an heavenly ſong of divine praiſe in his mouth. 
He departed this life at Wells, the 19th of the 
ſeventh month, 1767, and his remains were interred 
at Fakenham, the 22d, after a large and ſolemn meet- 
ing of relations, friends and neighbours. Aged about 
72, a miniſter about fifty- ſeven years. 
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LIZABETH ROBERTS, late wife of 
William Roberts, of Edmundſbury in Suffolk, 

was daughter of James Morley, of Wymondham in 
Norfolk. This our friend was early impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of religion, which attending to, ſhe grew in 
grace, and in the knowledge of the truth ; and about 
the 22d year of her age was raiſed up to bear teſti- 
mony thereto, in which ſhe faithfully laboured in 
much zeal and Chriſtian love for ſome years. In 
conduct and behaviour ſhe was exemplary, as well as 
in word and doctrine inſtructive, devoting the prime 
of her youth and health to the ſervice of truth. 

About two years before her deceaſe, ſhe fell into a 
great decline of bodily ſtrength, which diſabled her 
trom travelling ; but ſhe retained a lively ſenſe of the 
divine goodneſs, rejoicing, That ſhe had, in the 
time of health and ſtrength, been diligent to do her 
duty, according to ability received.“ 

She bore her affliction, which was great, with be- 
coming patience and reſignation, and the day ſhe 
died, © prayed the Lord to be with her to the laſt, 
and give her an eaſy paſſage; which, it is believed, 
ſhe happily experienced, pathng away without any 
apparent uneaſineſs, at the age of 41 years, the gth 
of the tenth month, 1767. 


K EZ IA DAY, late wife of Samuel Day, of 
Stanſted- Mountfitchet, in the county of Eſſex, 
was viſited in her tender years, and being faithful, 
had, at times, to recommend her friends to the 
internal teacher ; and being careful not to move in 
the wind, earthquake, or fire, but waiting to hear 
the ſtil] ſmall voice, her appearances were truly ſatiſ- 
factory and comfortable to the living. I 
An 
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In the courſe of her bodily weakneſs, ſhe was 
enabled to bear her affliction with patience, and 
being weaned from a dependance on viſibles, her 
attention ſeemed to be fixed on an everlaſting inhe- 
ritance. She was favoured with much ſerenity, and 
a comfortable evidence, That he who had been her 
© ſupport in life, would preſerve her to a happy con- 
© clution in his favour; and that ſhe ſhould enter the 
© joy of her Lord.“ Her lively exhortations and 
ſincere breathings to God near her end, were to the 
comfort and edification of thoſe preſent; to whom 
the had to declare, That the truth had been her 
< preſervation until that time;' having to acknow- 
ledge the riches of divine love. She defired, © That 
© thoſe with whom ſhe was moſt nearly connected, 
© would give her up freely, and not grieve too much, 
but rather rejoice in hope.“ At another time ſhe 
faid, © She hoped ſhe had been faithful to what had 
© been required.” 

She quietly departed this life, without figh or 
groan, on the 20th of the ſecond month, 1765, and 
was interred in friends burial-ground at Stanſted 
aforeſaid, the 28th of the ſame, aged about 28 years, 
and a miniſter about fix years. 


ENJAMIN TROTTER, of the city of 
Philadelphia, was born in that city about the 
year 1699, and was one whom the Lord early viſited 
and reached to by the reproof of his divine light and 
grace, for thoſe youthful vanities and corrupt con- 
verſation which by nature he was prone to and pur- 
ſued (to the grief of his pious mother, who was 
religiouſly concerned to reſtrain him). But as he 
became obedient to the renewed viſitations of the 
heavenly call, denying himſelf thoſe things he was 
reproved 
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reproved for, he not only ceaſed from doing evil, but 
learned to do well; and continuing faithful, became 
an example of plainneſs and ſelf-denial, for which he 
ſufered much ſcoffing and mocking of thoſe who had 
been his companions in folly ; yet he neither fainted 
nor was turned aſide by the reproach:s of the ungodly, 
which thus fell to his lot for his plain teſtimony againſt 
their evil conduct, 

In the 26th year of his age, he appeared in the 
work of the miniſtry, and laboured therein in much 
plainneſs and godly ſincerity, adorning the doctrine 
he preached by a humble circumſpect life and con- 
verſation, being exemplary in his diligence and in- 
duſtry to labour honeſtly for a livelihood, though often 
in much bodily infirmity and weakneſs, deſiring, as 
he ſoinetimes expreſſed, © That he might owe no 
© man any thing but love.“ His inoffenſive openneſs 
and affability drawing many of different denomina- 
tions to converſe with him, he had ſome ſeaſonable 
opportunities of admoniſhing and rebuking the evil 
doer and evil ſpeaker, which he did in the plainneſs of 


an upright zeal for the promotion of piety and virtue, 
= tempered with true brotherly kindneſs and charity, 
= reſpecting not the perſon of the proud, nor of the 
rich, becauſe of his riches, but with Chriſtian free- 
dom declaring the truth to his neighbour, and was 
thus in private as well as publick, a preacher of 
= righteouſneſs. 


He at ſeveral times viſited moſt of the meetings in 


the provinces of Pennſylvania and New Jerſey, and 
© ſome in the adjacent provinces ; and for upwards of 
= forty years was a diligent attender of our religious 
meetings in the city of Philadelphia, and zealouſfly 
concerned for the maintenance of our Chriſtian 
= diſcipline in meekneſs and true charity; careful in the 
& exerciſe of that part of pure religion, viſiting the 


widow and fatherleſs in their afflictions, and often 
qualified 
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qualified to adminiſter relief and conſolation to their 
dejected minds. | | 

In his publick teſtimony, a little before his laſt 
ſickneſs, he expreſſed his apprehenſions, that his time 
would be ſhort, and fervently exhorted to watchful- 
neſs and care, to keep our lamps trimmed, and our 
lights burning, and urged the neceſſity of being 
prepared to meet the bridegroom, as not knowing at 
what hour he would come. 

In his laſt ſickneſs, which laſted upwards of ſix 
weeks, he underwent great difficulty and pain, being 
afflicted with the aſthma and dropſy, which he bore 
with exemplary patience and reſignation, and was 
never heard to utter a murmur or complaint, but 
frequently expreſſed his thankfulneſs that he had not 
more pain; and was often engaged in prayer, That 
© he might be preſerved in patience to the end; which 
was graciouſly granted him, ſo that he was capable 
of ſpeaking to the comfort and edification of thoſe 
who viſited him. 

He departed this life in the third month, 1768; and 
after a ſolemn meeting, in which ſeveral living teſti- 
monies were borne, his remains were interred in 
friends burial-ground in that city, the 24th of the 
ſame, aged 68 years. 


the county of Glouceſter, was a good example 
in purity of life and manners, ſincerely loved the 
truth, and diligently fought the promotion thereof. 
Through the operation of divine love on her mind 
in her young years, ſhe preferred the cauſe of truth, 


and about the 29th year of her age received a call to 


the miniſtry, and being inwardly ſenſible that a diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel was committed to her, ſhe 
delayed 


EBECCA SMITH, late of Nailfworth, in 


eee 


28 
| 
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delayed not with vain conſultations, but readily ſub= 
mitted to that proving engagement, and cheerfully 
ſurrendering her will to divine requirings, ſoon grew 
ſkilful in dividing the word; thereby evidently ſhew- 
ing to ſerious awakened minds, that in this, as in 
other religious ſervices, the Lord loveth a cheerful 
ziver. 
, She was a diligent exact attender of meetings, 
and there was ſomething ſecretly inſtructive in that 
weighty retired manner in which ſhe uſually fat in 
them, often long in ſilence, being careful. to feel 
divine life precede and put forth to ſervice, and when 
raiſed in miniſtry, not to exceed the opening of the 
gift. Thus her teſtimony was preſerved clear and 
edifying, truly acceptable to friends, both at home 
and abroad where ſhe travelled, being alſo ſerviceable 
in the diſcipline. | 
Having known many deep inward afflictions and 
cloſe refinings, ſhe obtained the tongue of the learned, 
and often had a word to ſpeak in due ſeaſon. Thus 
ſerving her generation, ſhe fulfilled the miniſtry ſhe 
received, to teſtify to the ſufficiency of divine grace, 
and finiſhed her courſe with joy the 28th of the 
cleventh month, 1768, aged 54 years, 


— — nmnman toon 


HO MAS DANN, a member of Dorking 
monthly- meeting, in the county of Surry, 

was born at Nutfield, in the ſaid county, of honeſt 
and religious parents. In his young years he was 
nuch addicted to vanity, yet by the tender viſitations 
of kind Providence he was preferved from groſs 
evils; and as he grew to man's eſtate, through the 
ſame gracious viſitations, the beauty and comelineſs 
of this world was ſtained in his view, and he fitted 
for ſervice, into which he was called about the 3oth 
year 
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year of his age. He was a preacher of righteoulneſs, 
not only in word and doctrine, but in life and con- 
verſation; a diligent attender of meetings for worſhip 
and difcipline, earneſtly recommending friends to an 
humble waiting on the Lord, for counſel and direc- 
tion in the management of the affairs of the church; 
and though not concerned to travel much abroad, yet 
he viſited ſome adjacent counties to good ſatisfaction. 
A juſt reprover of the libertine, but very tender to 
the ſincere hearted ; ready to give advice and counſel 
to thoſe who ſtood-in need; much concerned for 
peace, and often inſtrumental in compoſing differences 
amongſt his friends and neighbours ; a ſympathizer 
with the afflicted, liberal and compaſhonate to the 
poor, a loving huſband, and tender father ; yet not 
indulging his children in any thing he believed in- 
conſiſtent with the truth; a good maſter and ſincere 


friend. f 


It pleaſed the Lord ſome time before his departure 
to give him a ſenſe that his day was near at an end, 
his work almoſt done, and that all was well with 
him; and he often expreſſed in his illneſs, He found 
© nothing ſtand in his way;' in the fore part of 
which his pain was very great, but he was fervently 
engaged to beſeech the Lord to grant him patience, 
that he might endure it with becoming refignation, 
which was mercifully afforded him ; for which, and 
the many repeated favours received, he had to praiſe 
and magnify God's holy name, and to declare with 
Jacob of old, © That the Lord had been with him 
© all his life long ;* in which comfortable aſſurance 
he quietly departed this life the 23d of the ſecond 
month; and his corpſe, accompanied by many friends 
and neighbours, was decently interred at Ryegate the 
1ſt of the third month, 1769, aged 65, and a mi- 
niſter 35 years, 
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I 2 
. TREE BURTON, a member of Sedbergh 
monthly-meeting, in Yorkſhire, was born at 
Dent, within the compaſs of that meeting. He was 
E favoured with the viſitation of divine love in his 


h; young years, whereby he came to ſee the emptineſs 
yet of all mere outward profeſſion and performances; 
MN, and that no worſhip would find acceptance with his 
to 


Creator, but that which is performed in ſpirit and 
truth; under the influences thereof he was brought in- 
to communion with our ſociety, and by taking heed to 
& the inward anointing, and abiding faithful thereto, 
: 


zer zgrecable to 1 John ii. 27. he arrived to a good 
the degree of Chriſtian experience, and to ſee the ne- 
not ceffity of regeneration, the refining hand working 
in- © powerfully in him, in order to fit him for further 
ere © {crvice, unto which he was called in the early part of 
is time, and became truly devoted to the great 
ure © Maſter's uſe, to be led and conducted according to 
nd, © his requirings. 
vith © Though he had but little human learning, he was 
und WW often led forth in a living powerful teſtimony, in 
t of matter exceedingly copious and pertinent, enabled to 
ntly divide the word aright, and to ſpeak feelingly to the 
nce, ſtates of the people, being endued with a args gift 
ion, in the miniſtry, often dipped into great ſufferings 
and with the ſeed of life that lay oppreſſed in the hearts 
raiſe of many; and when he who was his life did appear, 
with he was as a holy flame to the warming and comfort- 
him ing the hearts of the afflicted, and as a ſharp ſword 
ance to the lukewarm and careleſs, tender and affectionate 
ond to thoſe who were young in the miniſtry, greatly 
ends rejoicing when the word of life aroſe in them, though 
> the declared but in a few expreſſions, treating them with 
mi- much love and reſpect, leſt they ſhould ſink under 
diſcouragement. . 
In the courſe of his Chriſtian progreſs he had to 
| viſit Ireland, and divers of the northern counties, and 
HN Vol. III. U London 
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London ſeveral times: he alſo viſited the American 
colonies; in all which he was conducted much to the 
ſatisfaction of friends. Though of a free cheerful 
diſpoſition and behaviour, yet was he properly 
guarded, being a plain man, bearing a faithful teſti- 
mony againſt the pride and vain ſhew of the preſent 
age. He was a man that was truly engaged for the 
good order of the church, and that the line of diſci- 
pline might be kept to, waiting in thoſe meetings in 
an humble manner for divine direction, whereby he 


was qualified in much love to ſpeak with authority and 


judgment, being clear ſighted in difficult matters. 
In the latter part of his time he was much con- 
fined at home, through bodily infirmities. When 
viſited by friends, he received them in much love, his 
mind ſtill retaining ſtrong and hearty deſires that the 


church of Chriſt might flouriſh and appear in her 


ancient beauty, and Zion keep her garments un- 
ſpotted of the world. 

In the beginning of his illneſs, he, ina very moving 
pathetic manner, bewailed to ſome friends who viſited 
him, the loſs the church ſuſtained by many purſuing 


the riches and grandeur of this periſhing world, 


inſtead of durable riches and righteouſneſs. 

About two days before he died, he expreſſed him- 
ſelf to ſome intimate friends who viſited him, That 
© he had paſſed through many deep and humbling 
< baptiſms in the courſe of his own experience, and 

on the account of the backſliding of many under 
c our name, and ſome of his own family; but now 
© they ſeemed to him to be all over, being filled with 
© light, divine conſolation, and peace on every hand, 
© which was enough for all; and that it would be the 


happy experience of ail ſuch who ſerved the Lord 


in ſincerity, and had Zion's welfare at heart: but, 
that a fearful and terrible day would overtake the 
6 careleſs, if there was not a turning to the Lord 


5 while the offers of mercy were extended.“ 
| Hg 
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He likewiſe ſaid, That when he believed it his 
© duty to leave his family, and the near connections 
of life, he had never omitted one journey on truth's 
© account; which he had then great peace in.” 

Thus this ſervant of the Lord departed in faith and 
full aſſurance of a reſting-place with the righteous, 
the 23d of the third month, 1769, in the 87th year 
of his age, having been a miniſter about 60 years, 
and was interred in friends burial-ground in Dent; a 
large and ſolemn mceting being held on the occaſion. 


—<  —__ _________—_j= 


W RECKITT, of Wainfleet, in 
Lincolnſhire, having, through a variety of 
exerciſes, and many trying ſeaſons, given evident 
marks of ſtability of mind, and through a firm con- 
dence in that hand which led him forth into fervice, 
hath filled up his duty; for the encouragement of 
others, that they alſo may follow the footſteps. of 
thoſe that are gone, although under the moſt trying 
ſeaſons, the following account of him claims a place 
in theſe memoirs: 
He was born in the year 1706, and educated 
among friends, and about the 36th year of his age 
came forth in the work of the miniſtry, in much 
ſimplicity and innocency, to the ſatisfaction of friends, 
it being in the life of truth, the only authority of all 
true miniſtry, in which he laboured faithfully in divers 
parts of this nation and Ireland; and about the year , 
1756, a concern came on him to viſit America, and 
with his friends unity and concurrence, he embarked 
for Philadelphia, but was ſoon after they ſailed, taken 
by a privateer, and carried into Morlaix, and he, 
through the favour vf a French merchant there, who 
voluntarily became his ſecurity, was ſent to Carhaix, 
in Brittany, where he refided five months before his 
liberty -- 
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liberty was obtained, during which he was preſerved 
in meekneſs and innocence ; and by accounts from 
thence, his Jamb-like nature gained much on ſome of 
the French inhabitants, and led them to treat him 
with much reſpect ; and he had ſeveral opportunities 
with them to his ſatisfaction, particularly with the 
chief magiſtrate of the town. In a letter to a friend 
he gives this account of it: 
© He afked me many queſtions concerning our 
principles, which I anſwered ſhort, but fo full that 
he made no objections, and I was thankful in my 
mind it was ſo, for it was ſomewhat difficult for 
the young man my interpreter, though he is always 
ready to aſſiſt me when I have occaſion. When I 
got home to 155 ſolitary dwelling, and conſidered 
how often the Lord had appeared on my behalf, 


and had been my advocate, I was much bowed in 


thankfulneſs before him. I much deſire I may be 


remembered by you, meaning friends, © for good, 


c 

4 

0 

a 

C 

c 

0 

4 

4 

< when it is well with you, for I am afraid I ſhould 

© not hold out to the end, or that I ſhould bring 

* ſome diſhonour to truth. O how grievous a thing 

I have thought it would be, if I ſhould now bring 

© up an evil report of the good land, and fo thereby 

© diſcourage poor ſouls that have ſet their faces 

© thither-ward |! I had rather, if it was conſiſtent with 

© the, will of my heavenly Father, be gathered home 

© ina good time. My fears have all been concern- 

ing myſelf, for ſurely I never ſaw more of my own. 

< weakneſs, it hath been indeed a ſearching time to 

me; and yet it ſprings in my heart to ſay, If the 

Lord hath any delight in me, he will bring me ſafe 

< through all: he knows the integrity of my heart; 

< ] did not ſet out in a forward ſpirit, but in his 

< counſel, and in it at this time I ſtand ; he knows 

© beſt what will be moſt for his own honour. And 

© as to what will become of this earthen tabernacle, 
5 it 
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© it ſeems to be the leaſt of my care, ſo that I may 
« finiſh my courſe with joy.” | 
After his return from rance, he returned home, 
but the concern remaining, in about four weeks he 
came back to London, and again embarked, and 
arrived ſafe at Philadelphia in the year 1757; and 
after vititing molt of the provinces on that continent, 
to the comfort and edifhication of friends, he embarked 
for Barbadoes, but was again taken and carried into 
Martinico, and after about two weeks confinement, 
through the favour of the Commitlary, he embarked 
on board a cartel {hip for the iſland called St. Kitt's, 
where he had ſeveral meetings, and alſo at Nevis, 
where he had two meetings; at one of which a priett 
ſtood up, and addrefling the people, told them, © The 
© everlaiting goſpel had been preached among them 
that day; and recommended it to the obſervation 
and practice of all preſent : and our friend declared, 
He never felt the power of truth riſe ſo high as at 
© thoſe meetings.“ Aſter which, finding his mind 
clear, although he was invited to {tay and have more 
meetings, and was told many of the inhabitants were 
deſcendents from friends, he returned to St. Kitt's, ſo 
called, and ſoon after embarked for Philadelphia, and 


from thence for London. In about three years after, 


he again viſited America, and divers parts of this 
nation. | © OM 

In private life, an affectionate huſband and tender 
father, and kind friend, adorning the goſpel with a, 
becoming converſation. Thus perſevering in a 


| courſe of virtue, about a year before his deceaſe, he 


wrote again to the friend before mentioned in the, 
following manner, which ſhews that the integrity of 
his heart continued : 

© The ſap of life lies very deep in the root, and 
© that muſt be waited for in thoſe forrowful and 


© pinching times I have met with; aud yet I have 


2 © had 


* 
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© had a comfortable hope raiſed in me of late, that all 
< would be well in the end, the proſpect of which to 
© me hath ſeemed exceeding pleaſant, and if ſafe, 
© ſhould much deſire it to be haſtened ; but that is 
© not my proper buſineſs to look for, or deſire the 
© reward before the day's work is finiſhed. I have 
© ferved a good maſter, but have ever looked on my- 
© ſelf one of the weakeſt of his ſervants; yet have 
© endeayoured to come up in faithful obedience to his 
c will made manifeſt in me, and in this now I have 
© great peace, and an aſſurance of an inheritance that 
© will never fade away, if I continue in the way of 
. © well-doing to the end of the race.” 

After which he viſited the city of London, and 
often hinted he thought it might be the laſt time; 
but his love and integrity to the cauſe of truth con- 
tinued, and 1t was evident the fervency of his mind 
was as ſtrong as ever. [3 
His illneſs was very ſhort; he was taken with a 
fit of the ague-at night, and next morning departed 
this life the 6th of the fourth month, 1769, and was 
interred in friends burying-ground the gth of the 
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ſame, aged about 63 years. a 

| \ 

h 

0 a 

mFOSHUA TOF, an ancient friend of Leek in t 

J Staffordſhire, was favoured in the early part of f 

his life with the-knowledge of the bleſſed truth, and b 

by obedience thereto, became, when young in years, 0 

an example of religion and virtue. 6 
His concerns in buſineſs at that time requiring his 

being much from home, and to be converſant wit 

thoſe unacquainted with the circumſpect conduct and © 


manner of behaviour of the people he had joined in © 
| | 3 communion, 


in 
of 
and 
ars, 


his 
vith 
and 
in 
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communion, he was expoſed in the youthful part of 
his life to ſevere and ill treatment ; but his mind 
being clothed with the patience of the holy word, he 


| experienced, by its bleſſed fruits of meckneſs and love, 


the ignorance of fooliſh men not only ſilenced, but 
ſometimes their warmth and enmity, through his 
faithful teſtimony, turned into reſpect and friendſhip ; 
and though his beginning in the world was ſmall, yet 
being bleſled by Providence, whoſe is the earth and 
the fulneſs thereof, as well as the dew of heaven, he 
was ſatisfied with a moderate competency, and in the 
full ſtrength of life and flow of buſineſs, which 
would have enabled him to accumulate much wealth, 
with noble fortitude, believing it to be required of 
him, he declined trade, more fully to devote himſelf 
to his great Lord and Maſter's ſervice in the goſpel 
miniſtry, into which he kad been called about the 
32d year of his age, in which he diligently and 
faithfully laboured many years in various parts of this 
nation and Ireland, to the comfort and edification of 
the church and his own peace. | 
Near twenty years before his deceaſe, he was diſ- 
abled from travelling much from home, being ſeized 
with a diſorder in his head, which affected at times 
his underſtanding, and deprived him for more than 
fourteen years of the latter part of his life of ſight ; 
after the loſs of which, his faculties became as ſtrong 
as before, and his underſtanding perfect, which con- 
tinued to the laſt. With exemplary patience, cheer- 
fulneſs and reſignation, he bore great affliction of 
body, as well as deprivation of ſight, ſignifying, All 
© that was laid upon him was in love, and intended for 
© his good, and hoped he ſhould receive it as ſuch.“ 
A day or two before his departure, he ſaid, © He 
© had been much conſolated, having received a moſt 
© gracious. promiſe, “ I have been with thee, I am 


. | | : 
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He quietly departed this life the 15th of the eighth 
month, 1769, aged upwards of 80, a miniſter 48 
ears, and was interred in friends burial-ground at 
Fark on which occaiion the ſame ever glorious 
truth that had been with him in the beginning and 
cloſe of his pilgrimage through life, was manifeſted 
to the renewed encouragement of many, to prove for 


themſelves likewiſe, that the gifts and callings of 
God are without repentance. 


ICHARD REYNOULDS, late of Winterburn 
| in Glouceſterſhire, was born at Banbury in 

the county of Oxford, and in his very early years 
manifeſted a religious diſpofition, and knew in ſome 
degree the purifying hand of divine goodnefs to fit 
him for ſervice, ſo that about the twentieth year of 
his age he appeared in the miniſtry to the ſatis- 
faction of friends. | BA. 

A conſiderable time before his deceaſe, he was 
taken with a ſudden indiſpoſition of body, as he was 
travelling on the account of temporal concerns, and 
his mind became alarmed with this inſtruction, “ Set 
ec thy houſe in order;”” to which he diligently at- 
tended, in a ſpiritual ſenſe eſpecially. 

In the courſe of his illneſs he appeared much re- 
ſigned to divine diſpoſal, and uttered many inſtruc- 
tive ſayings to thoſe who were with him very intel- 
ligibly, and with clear underſtanding, expreſſing, 
© That the Father's love is the beſt cordial. This 
© is a trying time. We had need to lay up a good 
© foundation againſt the time to come. That the 


« peaceful ſtate of his mind was all owing to divine 


« goodneſs; for to us, O Lord! belongeth Howe 
and: 
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© and confuſion of face.” He was under deep tra- 
vail of ſpirit, © That he might be thoroughly purified 
© and made meet for the kingdom ;* and was enabled 
to pray, That the Lord would lift up the light of 
© his countenance, and through Chriſt forgive all his 
© omiſſions,” which there is good reaſon to believe was 
granted. With much ſenſibility he mentioned the 
ſaying of the leper to Chriſt, « Lord! if thou wilt 
« thou canſt make me clean.” That which lay with 
the greateſt weight and diſſatisfaction on his mind 
was, © His having been too cloſely attached to world- 
ly things.“ And a little before his departure, he 
ſaid in an affecting manner, Too much aſſiduity! 
© too much care! I might have been a better ex- 
© ample! ſo much care and pains alienate the mind: 
© the Lord is merciful, I hope he will forgive me 
that ſin. I would have you take a warning by me.“ 
This laſt ſaying he repeated with much concern, and 
then laying in a compoſed manner for a few hours, 
quictly expired at Bath, the 8th of the twelfth month, 


— 1769, and was buried in friends burial-ground near 
the Friars in Briſtol the 15th; aged about 60 years, 


a miniſter about 40 years. 


TAMES WILSON, of Kendall, was born in 

the pariſh of Kirby-Lonſdale in Weſtmoreland, 
in the year 1677; his parents Edmund and Jane 
Wilſon, educated him in the way of the church of 
England. When young in years, his heart was much 
bent to ſeek after real religion, being uneaſy with 
the dead formalities in which he was educated, his 


3 | foul thirſting after the enjoyment of the Lord's pre- 


ſence; he in this time of ſeeking after good, devoted 
much of his leiſure time to reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, eſpecially the New Teſtament; in the peru- 


fal 
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ſal whereof his mind was more informed, tendered, 
and broken, than by all the inſtrumental labour he 
had partook of. Some time after, being convinced of 
the principles of truth, he joined our ſociety; and 
in the Zoth year of his age he came forth in the work 
of the miniſtry, and was ſoon drawn into, and emi- 
nently qualified for much extenfive labour in the 
church, and amongſt the people in Great Britain 
and Ireland. He devoted much of the prime and 
{trength of his life to the ſervice of truth, diligently 
labouring in the ability it gives both at home and 
abroad, to the honour of the great name and the 


edification of many; frequently attending m2etings 1 7 

on publick occaſions, and divers appointed in freſh = ” 

places, wherein his labours were well received, and b 

he was made inſtrumental to the convincement of WW © 

many. He was iingularly ſerviceable and ſucceſsful in YV 
accommodating differences amongſt his neighbours ; WR 1 

and having frequent acceſs to perſons of high rank in fe 

life, he was thereby very uſeful not only to remove © 

- prejudices from their minds, by opening the doctrines . © 

and principles moſt ſurely believed among us, but in b. 

obtaining their friendly regard and aſſiſtance when . li 

occaſion required: thus he ſpent a long and uſeful . 8 

life, through many cloſe trials and afflictions which be 

attended him both within and without; he bore all 4 

with ſteadineſs and reſignation, and his memory and he 

| underſtanding were preſerved to the admiration of Wy ” 
4 many who knew him. _ 
Some lines which he wrote, about 16 years before 4 
| his deceaſe, ſeem to deſcribe the ſtate of his mind * 
* a 


1 in ſucceeding years, Viz. 1 
J am now waiting, and beſeeching God Almighty ee 


| © to grant me the continuance of his bleſſed grace 5 
1 © and holy Spirit, to aid and afliſt me for a full pre- of 
f « paration for death, and calmly to refign myſelf to ©* 
| it; and above all, to grant me his aid in that . n 
| painful and trying ſeaſon, that I may for ever 
« prailc Bi 
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c praiſe his holy name, who is for ever worthy with 
© his dear Sen, who is my dear and bleſſed Saviour, 
Amen.“ 

He departed this life at his houſe in Kendall, the 
zoth of the twelfth month, 1769, and was interred 
in friends burial-ground the iſt of the firſt month, 
1770; aged 92, a miniſter upwards of 60 years. 


— — 


ANIEL STANTON, of the city of Phila- 

delphia, was born in that city about the year 
1708, His father dying before his birth, and his 
mother a few years after, he ſuffered great trial and 
hardſhips when very young; but being early con- 
cerned to ſeek the knowledge of God, he had a fer- 
vent deſire to attend religious meetings, though ſub- 


jected to many difficulties and diſcouragements be- 


fore that privilege was allowed him; yet being 
earneſt in his deſires to obtain divine favour, he was 
eminently ſupported under great conflicts and pro- 
bations, and continuing faithful to the degrees of 
light and grace communicated, a diſpenſation of the 
goſpel miniſtry was committed to him ſome time 


before the term of his apprenticeſhip was expired; 


and abiding under the ſanctifying power of truth, 
he grew in his gift, and became a zealous and faithful 
miniſter. 

And though he was very exemplary in his induſtry 
and diligence, in labouring faithfully at his trade to 
provide for his own ſupport, and after he married, and 
had children for their maintenance, and often con- 
cerned to adviſe others to the ſame neceſlary care; 
yet he continued fervent in ſpirit for the promotion 
of truth and righteouſneſs, ſo that he was ſoon en- 
gaged to leave home, and the neareſt connections of 


nature, to publiſh the glad tidings of the goſpel, fre- 
quently 
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quently viſiting the meetings of friends in the pro. 
vince of Pennſylvania and the adjacent provinces, 
and ſeveral times as far as the eaſtern parts of New- 
England. 

In the year 1748, in company with Samuel Not- 
tingham, he viſited the few meetings in the ifiand of 


Barbadoes, and by the way of Antigua to Tortola, | 


where after ſtaying ſome time, they embarked for 
Europe. Their voyage thither was attended with 
ſome ſingular hazards and danger, which occaſioned 
their landing in Ireland, where after he had viſited 
the meetings of friends he embarked for England, 
and viſited the meetings generally in Great Britain 
to the comfort and ſatis faction of friends; his meek 
circumſpect conduct and converſation, and lively 
edifying miniſtry, rendering his viſits very acceptable 
and his memory precious. 

After his return to his native country, he viſited 
friends in all the ſouthern provinces as far as South 
Carolina, and about two years before his death the 
families of friends in ſome parts. of New Jerſey, the 
city of New-York and Long-Iſland; he returned 
from this ſervice with great peace and ſatisfaction, 
exprefling his apprehenſion, © That he was now clear 
© of all places, and that his ſtay here was near over, 
© having an evidence that he had been faithfully 
© concerned from his youth to fear and ſerve God.” 

When at home, he was much employed in viſiting 
the ſick and afflicted, to whom he adminiſtered his 
ſpiritual advice and experience, and was often en- 
caged in humble prayer for their ſupport; and in 
the diſtributing to the neceſſitous according to his 
circumſtances, he manifeſted his benevolent diſpo- 
fition. His love to the riſing generation was very 
great, which he manifeſted by his affectionate notice 
of them, and eſpecially of thoſe who were religiouſly 
inclined, his houſe being open to receive ſuch: and 
his concern was great, © 'That thoſe who had 8 

© gla 
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„glad tidings of the goſpel to publiſh, might be 


true examples to the flock, and adorn the doctrine 
P 


they had to deliver by a circumſpect life and con- 


© verſation.' 


On the 5th day of the fifth month, 1770, he was 


violently ſeized with the bilious cholick, and con- 


tinued in great pain for ſeveral days, but being ſome 


what eaſier he attended two meetings on the firſt- 
day, in which he was much favoured in his publick 
miniſtry, and expreſled, That he thought his time 


would not be long.“ He was enabled to attend! 
the monthly- meeting at Philadelphia the 25th of the 


ſaid month, which was the laſt publick meeting he 


was at, being the next morning ſeized with a renew- 
ed attack of the ſame diſorder, which increaſed on 


him for ſeveral days; yet through all he was merci- 


fully ſupported in much reſignation and patience, 


rather inclining, if it was the Lord's will, to be re- 


leaſed. 

During the time of his ſickneſs, he often expreſ- 
ſed his concern leſt his friends ſhould be too anxious 
for his recovery, ſaying, If he ſhould live longer, 
and through any human frailty or infirmity occaſion 
any reproach, it would be cauſe of ſorrow to them.” 
The evening of the firſt-day before he died, ſeveral 
friends coming to ſee him, he ſpoke a conſiderable 
time to them, having before been deſirous of ſuch 
an opportunity of the company of his friends, to fit 
down and wait on God, which was his great de- 
light. The evening before he died, he expreſſed to 
his friend Iſrael Pemberton, who fat up with him, 
nis great thankfulneſs, That his head was preſerved 
* from pain, and his underſtanding clear ; and that 
* though it had been a time of cloſe trial and deep 


© probation, he could ſay he felt the evidence of dl= ; 


© vine ſupport to attend him. 
He died the 28th of the ſixth month, 1770, in the 
624 year of his age, and 43d of his miniſtry, and the 


Vor, III, X | next 
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next day his body, attended by a large number of 

people of divers religious denominations, after a meet- 

ing held for that purpoſe, was interred in friends 
churial- ground in that city. 

N. B. For a further account of this friend, ſee the 

.” * » teſtimony given by the monthly- meeting of Phila- 

., - delphia of him, prefixed to his journal, printed at 


f . Philadelphia in the year 1772. 


* 


* 
S * 


a LIZABETH ATEKINSON, of Mildenhall 
in Suffolk, was the daughter of Edward and 
+>,» Elizabeth. Peachy, of the ſame place, friends well 
e eſteemed, who gave this their daughter a religious 

- ©, 8ducation.; and while very young, ſhe was favoured 

with a divine viſitation, and yielding obedience to the 

- -heavenlyviſon, ſhe became qualified for her Maſter's 
" .x uſe, and received a gift in the miniſtry about the 

22d year of her age. She was faithfully concerned 
to yield obedience to the manifeſtations of duty, in 
which ſhe experienced peace. | 

: When about 3o, ſhe joined in marriage with 

Samuel Atkinſon, a friend of the ſame meeting, and 
ſome few years after it pleaſed the Lord to try her in 

a cloſe manner, by diſſolving this very near and dear 
connection. Thus being left a widow with ſix young 
Children, and in low circumſtances, this diſpenſa- 
tion of heaven was attended with baptiſms and exer- 
ciſes on many accounts; her ſituation being ſuch, 
that ſhe found it neceſſary to uſe unwearied dili- 

_ gence for the ſupport of her family, not willing to be 
burthenſome, but having a few things, was there- 
- - With content. It does not ſeem her family, whoſe 
neceſſity ſhe ever appeared to have due regard to, 

- hindered her in her goſpel labours; but ſhe was 
n obedient 


* 
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ehedient to the requirings and manifeſtations of 


duty, faithfully giving up to go on the Lord's er- 
rands. | 


At the awful approach of the undeniable: meſſenger 


of death, ſhe poſſeſſed a quiet compoſure of ſoul, often 


wiſhing © to be diſſolved, to be with Chriſt;' yet 


humbly waiting the Lord's time for the accompliſh- 

ment of his will, and being full of days and full off 
peace, ſhe was greatly favoured to very near the end of 

her time, ſenſible and lively, and was frequently en- 
raged to expreſs, © The Lord's goodneſs to her had . 
© been great and wonderful ;* earneſtly recommending 
to thoſe who viſited her, To ſerve him faithfully,” 


and in an eſpecial manner to the youth, To dedi- 


© cate the bud and bloſſom of their days to him, for* J 


- 


© that they could not ſerve a better maſter.” -- « 


22 ** 


* 
* - 


A ſhort time before her death, finding her ming 
very low, was fearful ſhe had offended; earneſt were 


her cries unto the Lord, © That ſhe might not depart 


© under a cloud,“ which he graciouſly anſwered by 
ifting up of his glo- 


the renewing of his love, an 
rious countenance, ſo that ſhe broke forth in the 
following words: Glory, honour, and high re- 
© nown be given to him who wears the heavenly 
crown. The Lord is my reward, and at his 
right hand are rivers of pleaſure, and that for ever- 
e 


. 


She departed this life the 30 of the ſeventh month, 


1770, and was buried in | 
Milden-hall the 8th of the ſame; aged 88, a mini- 
iter 66 years, D 


— 
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riends burial-ground at 
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TYHOMAS MAWDITT, of Cullumpton in 
the county. of Devon, was educated in the 

way of the church of England, and about the twen- 
tieth year of his age was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth. By the accounts received of him, he appear- 
ed in the miniſtry about the thirty-third year of his 
age, and his ſervices therein were acceptable. He 
was a diligent attender of meetings, though of an. 
infirm conſtitution of body, of an exemplary con- 
duct among men, and of an innocent deportment,. 

Having left behind him a narrative in manuſcript 
of his convincement, the following is a copy of it, 
Viz, | 

Some paſlages of my life having of late been 
brought freſh in my remembrance, I thought pro- 
per to commit them to writing, that others might 
ſee the great love of God, in Chriſt, to my ſoul, 
© and be encouraged to follow on to know and obey 
© him, | | 

While I was young. and tender in years, the 
Lord was pleaſed to put his fear into my heart, 
which was to me the beginning of wiſdom, becauſe 
'© it made me careful both of my words and actions; 
and fo long as I kept upon my watch againſt fin, 
the Lord gave me true peace and quietude of 
mind; but when I was unwatchful, the tempter 
often prevailed with his temptations, which brought 
© the righteous judgments of God upon my ſoul, and 
© made me cry unto him for mercy. and forgivenels ; 
S and the Lord was e to me, and forgave me 
time after time as 


can, ſrom my own experience ſay, that there is 
mercy with the Lord that he may be feared: and 
thus he gave me ſtrength to call upon him while 
he was near, and to ſeek. him while he was to be 
found. He was near in ſpirit, reproving me for 
my ſins, although I then knew. him not; and . 

8 C. this 
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this ſtate I often made covenant, that if the Lord 


would forgive me, then I would live more watch-? 


ful than I had hitherto ; but as it was made in m 


own will it was ſoon broken, and I was ſtill under 


the adminiſtration of condemnation; the ſenſe * 


thereof often made me cry unto God, that he 
would deliver me from the body of this death; for 
in this ſtate, when I would do good, evil was pre- 
ſent with me, and I did the things I would not; 


* 
* 


and finding myſelf overcome time after time, not- 


withſtanding my endeavours to the contrary, I Was- 
ready to conclude that there was no living without; 


O 


ſin in the world, although I found it a burthen too 


* 


* 
A 


heavy to bear. 6 


join with, for I was not fatished in the way I was 
in, and I beſought the moſt high God, that he 
would direct me what people to join with ; and 
while I was under this concern of mind, on a firſt 
day of the week, as I was walking to the place of 
worſhip in company with two of the people called 
Quakers, one of them aſked me to go with them 


About this time I began to think what people to 


to their meeting, adding, that there were to be two 


ſtrangers there that day; and I accordingly went; 
and after we had ſitten ſome time in ſilence, one 
of them ſtood up and ſpoke, after that the other; 
I do not remember much of what they ſaid, but it 


appeared to me that their preaching was like that 


of the apoſtles, and that they were enabled by a. 


meaſure of the ſame ſpirit, and a degree of the 


ſame power; and I alſo felt ſuch a meaſure of that 


ſpirit and power which helped them in their mini- 
ſtry as I never enjoyed before; and it was to me a 


- 


* 


day of glad tidings of great joy, and my ſoul did 


magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoiced in God 
my Saviour. HP i 15 
This gave me a full ſatisfaction of mind what 


pe ople to join with, 18 at firſt it did look 


© ſtrange 
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ſtrange to me to ſee a people fit in filence as they 
did, for I had been feeding upon words, until 
I was directed unto Chriſt, the word nigh in 
the heart, and to know him to be my teacher.. 
Thus the Lord brought me off from a man-made 
miniſtry unto the Miniſter of the ſanctuary and 
true tabernacle, which God hath pitched and not 
man, everlaſting praiſe be given to his name, 
Here the Lord brought me. into a ſtate of ſilence, 
out of my formal prayers and will-worthip, to wait 
upon him, until he was pleaſed to help me to 
pray. with the Spirit and with underſtanding ; but 
© when he was pleaſed to ſhew me that I muſt uſe 
the ſingular number, as thou and thee to one per- 
© fon, it was as death to me, for I faw I ſhould be 
« deſpiſed and rejected; and here I found in a degree 
© that croſs which the apoſtle ſpoke of, “ that cru- 
& cified to the world, and the world unto him :?* and 
© until I knew my own will in meaſure flain, I was 
not able to uſe it; but when+I did uſe it, after 1 
believed it was required of me, I had great peace 
of mind; and if at any time I did not uſe it for 
fear of offending man, I was under condemnation. 
and trouble of mind untii 1 did uſe it without 
reſpect of perſons :. I know it was the Lord's do- 
ing, for I did it not in imitation, but by revelation. 
Neither could I any more pull off my.hat and bow 
to any man. And thus the Lord led me ſtep by 
ſtep into obedience unto him; and as long as I. 
lived in obedience to what he was pleaſed to mani 
feſt unto me, I reaped that peace and joy. in the. 
Holy Ghoſt, that all the favour and friendſhip of 
men are not to be compared with. About this 
time a concern came upon my mind to bear a 
publick teſtimony in meetings to the truth, which 
made me both to fear and tremble; whereupon I. 
let in the reaſoner, and looked into my own weak- 
neſs as a man, and how unkt L was for ſo great a 
| | work 
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7  « work as the work of the miniſtry, when I ſhould 
| * < have looked unto the Lord, who is able to ſtrengthen 
= <« the weak, and confirm the feeble-minded, and 


— 


. « which I had in times paſt witneſſed to my com- 
e « fort : here it was I loſt my peace and quiet 
f c which I had in a ſtate of obedience, for I went 
t © from the true witneſs within, even the Spirit of 
bo © truth, which did and would have led me into all 
, © truth, and I joined with the reaſoner, and ſo erred 
t and went aſtray from the way of the Lord as a loſt 
0 * ſheep : here the enemy of mankind got advantage 
t © upon me, and I could not ſtand faithfully in my 
e < teſtimony for the truth as I formerly had, but grew 
on © weaker and weaker, and was toſſed with a tempeſt" 
e © and not comforted ; yet in this ſorrowful ſtate I 
e © ſometimes had a little hope that the Lord would 
2 deliver me, which was ſome ſtay to my mind, and 
d < I was made to cry, Lord! if thou flay me yet 
is will I truſt in thee;” and I would often pray unto 
I 7 < God, © that he would reſtore me again, and that 
e if it did pleaſe him to bring the like concern upon 
or; mme any more, I would be faithful and obedient to 
nis requirings ;” but this I could not attain unto, 
ut < which brought me very low in my mind, and 1 
-was almoſt ready to deſpair, for I found myſelf fo 
n. 5 © hardened that i could not lament my ſtate and 


© condition as formerly, fo that I was afraid the da 
of my viſitation was over, and when all hope ſeem- 
© ed to be loſt, the word of the Lord was unto me, 
« As thou haſt gradually fallen, ſo thou ſhalt gra- 
« dually riſe;“ which had fo good effect as to bring 
* with it a living hope, that was as an anchor to my 
* ſou], ſtedfaſt and ſure, and preſerved my mind from 
© being carried away with the floods of temptatian, 
© which were many and great in thoſe days, that it 
* was through faith in Chriſt, the word nigh in the 
heart, which I found to be quick and powerful, 
© that J came to be reſtored again in due time, _ 
JS © a ſtate 


. 
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a ſtate of obedience ; and the Lord now favoured 
© me with many good meetings, which made me of- 
© ten defire for the meeting-time, for in my ſilent 
© waiting upon him, I found my ſtrength renewed, 
After this it was ſhewn me, that I muſt alter the 
© place of my fitting, and one day as the meeting 
© time drew on, I prayed to God in my heart, that 
© he would favour me with a good meeting; but the 
© anſwer was, If thou doſt not go and fit in that 1 
© place, how canſt thou expect a good meeting? e 
© For until now I was not come to a reſolution ; but 

© now when the meeting time came, I went and ſat 

cin the place ſhewed me, not knowing further what 

© might be required of me, and after ſome time of 


af  ©® &3;— np} weo( . }y 


© filence, I found a concern. of mind to ſpeak unto { 
© the people as followeth: There is a ſeed of God a 
© amongſt you, but it lieth oppreſſed, &c.“ 1 
© And now I can ſay, after many years experience, *4 
© Hitherto the Lord has helped me, and he is not a i 
© hard maſter, as ſome ſlothful ſervants have faid, F 
« for he doth not gather where he hath not ſtrowed, y 
« neither reap where he hath not ſown;“ but all n 
© that are born of that ſeed which is incorruptible, h 
© and of the word of God, which liveth and abideth t 
© for ever, can ſay,” „There is no condemnation to 3 
« them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after EX y 
« the fleſh, but after the ſpirit; for the law of the v 
<« ſpirit of life hath made them free from the law of Þ 
« ſin and death.” And here in brief have I ſhewn MEX 1: 
© what the Lord hath done for my ſoul, for it is he 
© that hath plucked my feet out of the miry clay, and » 
© ſet them upon a rock that was higher than 1j c 
© wherefore to him ſhall the honour, glory, and b 
© praiſe be given, who is over all, worthy for ever f 
© and evermore, t. 
Signed T. M. 1748.” | 
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In his laſt illneſs, his underſtanding and ſenſes 
were preſerved, and he expreſſed his being refreſhed 
in his ſpirit, and as he found his end approaching, he 
frequently defired, © If agreeable to the will of the 
© Almighty, that he might be releaſed, under a well- 
grounded apprehenſion, that his day's work was 
done.“ 

He departed this life the 1 3th of the ſeventh month, 
1770, aged 81, and had been a miniſter about forty- 


eight Years. 
EY 
ARAH WAGSTAFFE, of Chipping-Norton, 


in Oxfordſhire, widow of Thomas Wagſtaffe, 
formerly of Banbury, in the ſame county, was born 


in the year 1695, and educated in the may of truth, 
7 


in the city of London, where her parents lived ; and 
being faithful to the diCtates thereof in her young 
years, ſhe experienced its W influence under 
many exerciſes which fell to her lot through life, 
having often to remark to her children, the benefit 
thereof; and by ſuitable inſtructions, endeavoured to 
lead their minds to regard its dictates when very 
young, and when remote from her, was often by 
writing, reviving ſuitable counſel to them, being 
herſelf a good example, a tender parent, and well be- 


loved among her neighbours and friends. 


Towards the decline of ker life, ſhe was afflicted 
with bodily weakneſs, which confined her to her 
chamber for ſome months before ſhe died, which ſhe 
bore with much reſignation and patience ; often de- 
hiring ſhe might hold out to the end, which ſhe pa- 
tiently waited for. Before ſhe. became incapable, 
ihe employed her pen to ſuch of her children as were 
at a diſtance from her, particularly to one of her ſons, 

when 
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when ſhe by letter took her laſt leave of him, and his 
family ; ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus : 

That my children and grand-children may be ſo 

conducted through mutability, as we may all meet 

in joy and bliſs, I entreat,” ſays ſhe, in love, 
that thou and thine may mind your future ſtate 
above all, and let not the hurries of this tranſitory 
world, with all its tinſet glare, pride; grandeur and 
vanity, choak the good ſeed, which as it is permit- 
ted to take root, will. bring forth the good fruit, 
which will entitle you to diſcipleſhip, and give you 

a beauty and glory, which all theſe things cannot 

give. ; 

Dear ſon, be on thy guard and watch over thy 

children; repreſs all pride, ambition, and vain con- 

verſation in them as much as poſſible, O this 

world's fading enjoyments has over- run the major 
part of our ſociety ! How few live up to what they 
profeſs ! I write with a fervent deſire for all your 
immortal ſouls, each of which is of more value 
than all this world, which with all its checkered 
pleaſures and afflictions, mult ſoon end as the bub- 
ble on the water, and then. peace with our Maker 
will only ſtand us in ſtead.” 

At another time, when to appearance ſhe grew 
near her end, ſhe expreſſed herſelf to this effect: 
That her truſt and dependence was on her Almighty 
Protector, Saviour and Redeemer, by whole grace 
© ſhe doubted not, but that ſhe ſhould cloſe in peace.” 

After which ſhe continued ſome weeks, in much 
quietneſs and patience, until the 5th of the firſt 
month, 1771, when ſhe quietly departed without 
figh or groan, and was interred in friends burying- 
ground at Chipping-Norton aforeſaid, after a ſolemn 
meeting, the 13th of the ſame, aged near 76.years. 
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BRAHAM SHACELETON, born at Har- 
den in the pariſh of Bingley, Yorkſhire, ac- 
cording to the beſt information, was the youngeſt 


child of Richard and Sarah Shackleton of that place. 


His mother died when he was about ſix years of age, 
and his father when he was about eight. "Though de- 
prived ſo early of religious parents, the impreſſion 
made by their careful education of him, was not in 
vain,; he uſed often to commemorate the tender care 
and concern of his pious father, how he followed 
bim (his ſon) when very young to his bedſide, and 
on leaving him to his repoſe, awfully recommended 
him to ſeek the divine bleſſing. And this blefling 
did remarkably attend him during the courſe of his 
life. When very young, and expoſed to manifold 
dangers in his education afterwards, this bleſſing 
followed him, and by its precious influence, led him 
aſide from his companions, and in ſolitary places, to 


ſeek the Lord, and to witneſs the operation of his 


hand. 

His employment being that of a ſchool-maſter, he 
laboured in it with conſcientious care for many years, 
in which he had not only the education of children 
of the members of our own ſociety, but alſo ſome of 
yarious denominations, ſome of whom fill conſpicuous 
{tations in the world, and retain nat only an affection- 
ate regard for his memory, but from a remembrance 
of his diligence and care in their tuition, his living 
example of uprightneſs, temperance and humility, a 
great regard for the ſociety. | | 

And although in this arduous employment he met 
with many probations, yet keeping to a feeling ſenſe ' 
of divine ſupport, he grew from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and became a very uſeful and valuable member of 
the ſociety ; and in the ſtation of an elder, had often 
to miniſter in his own houſe, in the families of - 

friends, 
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friends, and in the church, in which counſel dropped 


from him in much tenderneſs and ſweetneſs, 4p 

Thus through a courſe of many years, he was 1 
conducted in great circumſpection, in a living travail Go 
for the proſperity of truth, and that the profeſſors of of 


it might be preſerved out of hurtful things; had fre- 
quently to teſtify againft ſuch ſuperfluities as ſfome- 
times came in his way, particularly a practice too 
prevalent among many, that of ſitting long after din- | 
ner with bottles and glaſſes before them, as having a 
tendency to draw into many ſnares. 

He was alſo much concerned at a cuſtom too 
prevalent among friends, of uncovering the head by 
way of-ceremony, upon entering into a room, and 
was pained when he ſaw the youth, or others, in that 
practice: he uſed to ſay, That when he was a 
< young man, he durſt not baulk his teſtimony in 
© that reſpect, though the croſs occaſioned thereby, 
© ſeemed as bitter as death,” 

After a diligent diſcharge of his laborious employ- 
ment for many years, he became in a greater degree 
ſeparated from the cares of this life, and devoted 
much of his time in attending meetings for diſcipline, 
in various parts of the nation of Ireland, where he 
was ſettled in his ſchool, and alſo the yearly-meet- 
ing in London, to the help of his brethren, and his 
own peace. 

After the death of his wife, who had been his be- 
loved and faithful helpmate many years, and who de- 
parted this life in cheerful reſignation, great com- ' 
poſure, and ſweet peace, in the 8oth year of her age, 

he quitted houſe-keeping, and retired to live with a 
relation in the ſame village, where he was viſited with 
his laſt illneſs, which he bore with great patience, 
ſaying, He was mercifully dealt with,” 

During the courſe of his diſorder, and while able, 
he got out to meetings, and when rendered incapa- 
ble thereof, many friends viſited him, to whom he 

Was 
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was drawn forth in ſweet counſel, to the tendering 


of their ſpirits. Many were the ſeaſonable opportu- | 


nities of this fort, and many ſenſible ſavoury expreſ- 
ſions dropped from him, which ſhewed his mind was 
often repleniſhed with heavenly oil. 

A little before his departure, he ſaid to his rela- 
tions about him, © I have no cauſe to grieve, neither 
< would I have you;' yet mentioned, © He had no- 
© thing to truſt to but the mercies of the Almighty.” 
His mind was often favoured with heavenly joy, and 


one night, after much pain, he expreſſed with a me- 


lodious voice, © I am well, I feel no pain, I feel good. 
« O the elders ! the elders ! they ſhould dig for the 
& ariſing of the well of life as with the ſtaves in their 


« hands. Spring up, O well, and I will ſing unto * 


« thee.” At another time, in a manner ſimilar to 
this, he uttered theſe words, © Thoſe that are faith- 
« ful to the end ſhall receive a crown, a crown that 
« fadeth not AWAY 3 but rebellion is as the fin of 
« witchcraft.” 

Much more dropped from him, but not being ta- 
ken down, could not be perfectly remembered. 

He departed in great peace, the 24th of the ſixth 


month, 1771, and was interred the 27th of the ſame, | 


aged 74 years. 


—ͤü—ũ4 . ̃ —„— — — — — — — 


Tn BEVING TON, fon of Timothy and. 


Hannah Bevington, of the city of Worceſter, 


Was a young man, who from a child was ſober and 


Wel! inclined, exemplary in his conduct, dutiful to 
his parents, and of a tender and loving diſpoſition; : 


and as he grew up towards man's eſtate, gave evident Sev 


proofs of a : ſuitable attention to that divine principle 
in his own mind, by which his conduct was ſo regu- 
lated, as to give ground of hope he would fill up his 


* 


Vo OL. III. * ſtation 
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ſtation with reputation to himſelf, and comfort to all ne 
his friends. * 
- * He was taken ill about the 1 of the ſixth month, N 
; 1771, and his diſorder gradually increaſing, his father ex 
found his mind engaged to go and ſit by him one 1 
evening on his going to bed ſooner than uſual, and in v1 
much tenderneſs expreſſed, That though he had 3 
. * + © hoped he might, in the appointment of Providence, "1 
. © © have been his ſucceſſor, both in the church and in C4 
© the world; yet when illneſs attacked (even one fo 5 
F poung and healthy as him) the iſſue might be 15 
. © doubtful, and therefore deſired him to examine his 1] 

. © accounts and meetneſs for a final change, if the 
| Lord ſhould pleaſe to remove him.“ He, in affec- ve 
„ © tionate lively terms, expreſſed the ſenſe he had of his pa 
|  _* father's tender regard for him, and they parted that on 
* ” evening under a ſweet ſenſe of that love, which unites co 
beyond the ties of nature. ble 
His diſtemper increaſing, which proved to be a in 
fever, he was mercifully preterved ſenſible ; his father al 
and mother being often concerned to wait on the: 
Lord by his bedſide, he was frequently broken into "4 
* tenderneſs, but did not ſay much. - 
| Getting a little better, he went into the country be, 
. *for the air; in ſome converſation with a friend there, 1 
| who was in a declining ſtate, he expreſſed, * That he his 
© did not know how it might pleaſe Providence to the 
„ deal with him; but,” ſaid he, © I had rather, if de: 
 _. © conſiſtent with his will, go now, than live longer, lite 
and fall into any thing that might bring diſhonour i eic 
© to our holy profeſſion. ten 
„A near friend viſiting him, found him in tears, and wit 
| "expreſſing her fears Jeſt any thing had grieved him, all 
be anſwered, © Nc, but he was looking towards ano- W of 1 
cher world,” Cit) 


le returned out of the country in about a week, 

rather poorly, and on the morrow was ſeized with a | 
©, ſhivering fit, and ſending for his father, he with ear- || 
„„ ES, © ,-Y neſtneſs 
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neſtneſs took him by the hand, and ſaid, Dear fa. --* 
* ther, I have alrealy gone through a very trying 


th, © time, but I believe this will be much more ſo;' ank 
er | exprefling his care for his parents, added, He that . 
ne made me, has a right to take me away when ge 
in! © pleaſes; and I deſire, as he hath favoured me with + . ©. 
ad © much reſignation of mind to his will hitherto, it 

ce; © may continue. I have not always been fo careful 


© and circumſpect in my conduct as I ought to have - 
© been; but lately, and eſpecially ſince my illneſs, 
© I do not know that I could have done better, and 
© truſt it will be well with me.” 

His indiſpoſition increaſing, all hopes of his reco- * * 
very was removed, in which, he being in extreme 
pain and ſickneſs, his parents were engaged to wait: 
on the Lord with him, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
comfort their minds; and under this broken, hum 
ble, contrite ſtate before him (who ſuſtains his people 
in every needful time) this beloved youth, with an 
= audible voice, ſaid, O what a dreadful day would 
EZ © this have been to me, if I had cauſe to fear I was 
going to meet an angry judge, that might ſay, De- 
part from me thou worker of iniquity } but,“ ſaid. 
he, © I have hope in God, that I ſhall be admitted 
© into his reſt, which much bowed the hearts of all 
his near conneCtions preſent, and helped to bear up 
their ſpirits in that trying ſeaſon ; and ſoon after this. 
dear object of paternal affection quietly departed this 
lite in his father's arms, having, in a good degree, 
eſcaped the dangers, jeopardies, and temptations at- 
tendant on human life, and we truſt was gathered 
with the beauty of innocency upon him, to the juſt of . 
all generations, in the 21ſt year of his age, on the qt 
of the ſeventh month, x771, and was buried in the 
city of Worceſter, on the 14th of the ſame, _» ** 


4 5 A 
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NN GURNEY, daughter of John and 
Ann Gurney, of the city of Norwich, was 
of quick parte, and a lively turn. Hence ſhe early 
ſhewed a natural inclination to grandeur and gaiety, 
which brought a concern upon her parents on 
her account, leſt ſhe ſhould be carried away with 
the common ſtream, into liberties of an hurtful na- 
ture, But ſuch was the gracious dealing of divine 
mercy towards her, that, ſome time before ſhe was 
taken with her laſt illneſs, an agreeable alteration was 
obſerved in her diſpoſition and conduct, which un- 
doubtedly aroſe from the cordial reception ſhe had 
given to an heavenly viſitation upon her ſpirit ; for, 
in the ſequel, it evidently appeared, a ſtate of prepa- 
ration was thereby effected, properly to endure the 
tedious illneſs and ſolemn event that enſued. 
For many months, her uſual ſtate of health ſeemed, 
at times, to be broke in upon, and tokens of infirmity 
| appeared, which increaſed upon her, and at length 


terminated in a ſettled decline. 


Several weeks before her deceaſe, ſhe cheerfully 


ſaid to her ſiſters, My little tenement is much 
* ſhaken, and will ſoon be in decay.“ A while after, 
Her mother ſaying, © She ſhould be very thankful if 
© it pleaſed Providence to raiſe her up again ;* ſhe 
replied, © That muſt be as it pleaſes Providence; but 
I can never go with leſs guilt.” 

She ſaid, © She believed divine goodneſs had often 
© been very near to her, and ſupported her ; for ſhe 
© could not have ſupported herſelf.” 

To her ſiſter Lucy ſhe ſaid, My dear, I hope 
£ thou wilt never do any thing to grieve thy father 
© and mother, and be ſure do nothing againſt thy 
© own conſcience, Do not grieve for me; for 
© though we have loved one another, it is right we 


yg, ſhould part.“ 1 
She 


_— 0. 
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She acknowledged © She had ſometimes gone con- 
trary to the teſtimony of her conſcience ; ; but the 
had known ſorrow for it, and ſhe believed, forgive- 
neſs; and made no doubt, but if it pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to take her away, ſhe ſhould go to heaven.“ 
To her mother ſhe ſaid, © | know it will be a loſs; 
make it but a little one.” Her mother replying, * It 
© is a bitter cup, my dear ;* ſhe anſwered, But Pro- 
vidence will ſweeten the bitter cup ;* and on her 
mother's ſaying, She believed a glorious manſion. 
© was prepared for her;“ ſhe replied with much ear- 
neſtneſs, I make no doubt of that, and I expect to 
© ſee thee and my father there.” 

Deſiring her lifters to be called, ſhe told them, 
© She was glad to ſee them ;* and laying a while 
ſweetly ſtill, the awfully ſaid, She hoped they 
© would always live in the fear of the Lord, and 
© never do any thing againſt their conſciences.“ 

Being told her uncle Edmund Gurney ſaid, That 
© ſhe was in a ſweet frame, and compared her to- 

© Mount Sion, that could not be moved ;* ſhe an- 
ſwered, © Then why does my mother grieve fo ?” 

Her father going one morning into her chamber, 
ſhe deſired him to come by her bedſide, ſaying, © She 
© was glad to ſee him, and that ſhe thought herſelf 
© not worſe.“ On his ſaying, He hoped her better 

parent, her heavenly Father, had been near to her 
© that night ;* ſhe anſwered, © Yes, that he has, and 
© I hope near thee too.” 

Two days before her deceaſe, ſhe earneſtly prayed, 


A R K a. 6 


A 


| the Lord would be with her to the end, and give 


© her patience to the laſt; and that, if he pleaſed, 
© he would mercifully grant her an eaſy paſſage, as 
© her uncle Edmund had prayed for on her account.” 
She declared, She was very willing. to. go,“ with. 
many other comfortable expreſſions. 

She was compoſed and eaſy in her mind through 


out her long and painful illneſs, and never once 
Y e 
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expreſſed a wiſh to live. She ſaid, © She had many 


© near and dear relations to leave; but ſhe ſhould - 


not know the pain of loſing them.” 
Thus having ſhewn a ſteady example of faith, 
patience, reſignation and heavenly compolure, in the 


bloom of youth, ſhe departed the 19th of the firit 
month, 1772, aged fourteen years and nine months. 


Ben FOTHERGILL, of Warrington in 


Lancaſhire, was the ſixth ſon of our worthy 
ancient friend John Fothergill, mentioned in this 
volume, ſee page 152, and of Margaret his wife, 
for an account of whom ſee page 1. 

This their ſon being of an active and lively diſpo— 
ſition, ard during his apprenticethip moſtly from 
under the watchful eye of his affectionate parent, he 
fled from the holy croſs of Chriſt, and indulged him- 
ſelf in the gratifications of folly and licentiouſneſe, 
violating the repeated convictions of divine grace in 
his own mind, which had been mercifully extended 
from his early years, thereby wounding the ſoul of 
his tender father (of whole religious care to form 
and lead the tender minds of his children to piety 
and virtue we have an account in the memoirs of 
his life; yet his pious admonitions proved neverthe- 
leſs, as bread caſt on the waters, which returned 
after many days; for about the twenty-firſt year of 
his age, the viſitation of divine love was fo power- 
fully renewed, that it proved effectual to turn his 
fteps out of the paths of vanity ; and as he has ex- 

prefled, with humble and awful gratitude to the 

preſerver of men, It then appeared clear to his 
< underſtanding, that would be the laſt call the hea- 
« venly Father would favour him with ;* he there- 

tore 
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fore conſulted no longer with fleſh and blood, but 
gave up to the holy viſitation, devoting his whole 
heart and affections to ſeek reconciliation with God, 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt ; and abiding 
in great humility under the purifying operation of 
the holy Ghoſt and fire, he became thereby qualified: 
for thoſe eminent ſervices he was called into; for in 
a few months, by the conſtraining power and love 
of God, his mouth was opened to bear a teſtimon 
to the ſufficiency of that holy arm that had plucked 
him as a brand out of the fire. Thus a diſpenſation 
of the miniſtry being committed to his charge, he 
attended faithfully thereto, and moved therein at the 
requirings, and under the direction of divine wiſdom, 
by which means he ſoon became an able miniſter of 
the goſpel, called thereto and qualified by the holy 
Ghoſt; under which influence he laboured with dili- 
gence, and devoted much of his time and {trength, 
when health permitted, to the fervice of his dear 
Lord and Maſter; for the continuance of whoſe 
favours be counted nothing too near or dear to part 
with, that he might be inſtrumental in gathering 
louls to God, which was the object he had in view 
in all his goſpel labours; being diligent himſelf, he 
endeavoured much to excite friends to a due and 
conſtant attendance of meetings for religious wor= 
{hip, and thoſe for the diſcipline of the church. 
"Through the courſe of his goſpel labours, both in 
publick and private, animated by divine love, he 
expreſled an uncommon warmth of affection for the 
riſing youth of this generation, with whom he was 
trequently led into a deep brotherly feeling and ſym- 
pathy for their preſent and eternal welfare; under 
which concern his love to this claſs of both ſexes, 
under all denominations, was ſtrong and ardent, 
He travelled much in this nation and Scotland, 
ſeveral times in Ireland, and once through moſt of the 
North American colonies, in the ſervice of truth ; 


where, 
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where, though ſingularly humbled in a ſenſe of po- 
verty, weakneſs and inſufficiency on his firſt landing, 
he was, by accounts received, marvelouſly ſtrength— 


ened, both in publick and private, in goſpel autho- 


rity and love, to the awakening and comforting of 
many. 

In the fore part of the year 1769, he viſited moſt 
of the families of friends in the monthly-meeting of 
Gracechurch-ſtreet, London; in which ſervice he 


was divinely ſtrengthened and enabled to extend a 


helping hand to many in cloſe and neceſlary labour, 
for their increaſing care, to live and act conſiſtent 
with our holy profeſſion, to the comfort and help of 


divers, and his own peace; and afterwards, at two 


different opportunities, he viſited the families of 
friends in Horſlydown and Weſtminſter monthly- 
meetings in that city to the ſame good effect. 

He moſtly attended the yearly-meetings in Lon- 
don, and other places, when of bodily ability; in 
which his goſpel Jabours were very acceptable and 
edifying ; being particularly careful when called from 
home, to return to his family and friends. with as 
much expedition as the nature of his ſervice would 
admit, 

Having acquired a moderate competency by his 
diligence and induſtry, he declined trade for ſeveral 
years before his deceaſe, devoting his time and ta- 


lents to the ſervice of the churches. As a pillar in 
the Lord's houſe he was ſtedfaſt, being actuated by 
aà Chriſtian and manly zeal ; in deportment grave; 


his private onverſation was ſavoury and edifying, 
correſponding with his miniſtry, which at times went 
forth as a flame, piercing the obdurate, yet deſcended 
like dew upon the tender plants of our heavenly 
Father's planting, the true mourners in Zion, with 
theſe he travelled in a deep ſympathy: of ſpirit ; in 
his goſpel labours free from affectation, in doctrine 
clear, ſound and pathetick, filled with. charity, al- 

lowing 
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lowing for the prejudices of mankind, being indeed 
a miniſter and e!der worthy of double honour, ſpeax- 
ing whereof he knew, and what his own hands had 
handled of the good word of life, = 
He endured a long and painful illneſs with much 
patience and reſignation, and towards the cloſe of 
his time expreſſed himſelf to ſome of his relations, , 
when they took leave of him previous to their ſetting, | 
gut for the yearly-meeting in London, to the follow= =» * 
ing effect: 

Our health is no more at our command than 
length of days: mine ſeems drawing fait towards 
a concluſion ; but I am content with every allot- 
ment of Providence, for they are all in wiſdom, . 
unerring wiſdom. N 
There is ONE THING which, as an arm under» 
neath, bears up and ſupports; and though the roll- 
ing tempeſtuous billows ſurround, yet my head is 
kept above them, and my feet are firmly eſta- 
bliſhed. O! ſeek it, preſs after it, lay faſt hold 
of it. | 

* "Though painful my nights, and weariſome my 


© days, yet I am preſerved in patience and reſigna- 

© tion. Death has no terrors, nor will the grave. 
his © have any victory. My foul triumphs over death, 
ral WW « 


bell, and the grave. ER 

ta- © Huſbands and wives, parents and children, health 
in WT © and riches, muſt all go. Diſappointment is ano- 
by © ther name for tnem. 


e; I I ſhould have been thankful had I been able to 

ng, © have got to the enſuing yearly-meeting in London, 

ent * which you are now going to attend, where I have 

led been ſo often refreſhed with my brethren ; but it is 

nly © otherwiſe allotted. I ſhall remember them, and 

zith * tome of them will remember me. The Lord 
in 


* knows beſt what is beſt for us; I am content and 
* reſigned to his will, 


c I feel 


— 
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I- feel a foretaſte of that joy that is to come; T 

- +. * © and who would wiſh to change ſuch a ſtate of life, 
„ ᷑ratl 
1 ſhould be glad if an eaſy channel could be exe 
„ found to inform the yearly-meeting, that as I have he 
, lived, fo I ſhall cloſe, with the moſt unſhaken Þ ligi 
A © affurance, that we have not followed cunningly Þ? twe 
'> deviſed fables, but the pure, living eternal ſub- tim 
W im 
. © Let the aged be ſtrong, let the middle-aged be hin 
© animated, and the youth encouraged ; for the Lord Oh 

© 1s {till with Sion; the Lord will bleſs Sion. ei 
III I be now removed out of his church militant, WK? © tc 
* © where I have endeavoured in ſome meaſure to fill fer; 

* © up my duty, I have an EVIDENCE that I ſhall gain ope 

Aan admittance into his glorious church triumphant, age 

* + © far above the heavens. ſpir 

| My dear love is to all them that love the Lord the 

a ſeſus.“ W tio; 
He departed this life at his houſe in Warrington TS 

the 15th, and was buried the 19th day of the f{ixth Þ his 
month, 1772, at Penketh, in the fifty-ſeventh year anc 

: of his age, and the tairty-fixth of his miniſtry, = Ch 
5 | aln 

: #5 had 
3 — . ů ꝛ ꝛꝛʃðʃ41i — On 
6 reg 
zo 6. = he 
3 ILLIAM HUNT, of New Garden in the wh 
„ province of North Carolina, in America, pre 
was born in the province of Pennſylvania, and by tio 
accounts received, he was firſt reached by truth to 

about the eighth year of his age, which continued to a 

follow him from time to time, that when in company rel 

with his acquaintance, he has been often tendered the 


and led to ſeek ſolitary places to vent his tears, alt. 
although he then did not know what it was that ſo WF qu: 
broke in upon his ſpirit. = Nc 

| Being 


— 
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Being ſituated in a part at that early period of his . 
life, where no religion prevailed, but the people lived 
rather diſſolutely, he had no one to tell the diſtreſs and 


| 
| 
| | 
| 


and Maryland; and afterwards in the courſe of his 
= Chriſtian progreſs, all the provinces of America, and 
& almoſt all the meetings therein. And aithough he“ 
had à large family, whoſe ſubſiſtence much depended ' . 
on his induſtry and care; yet when he found the, ond 
requirings of truth, and became fully ſatished thereof, BY 1 
he cheerfully gave up all into the care of that hand 
which drew him into ſervice, relying thereon for the. 
preſervation of himſelf and all his, in every diſpenſa- ve, 
tion of Providence, and which was mercitully afforded- » 
to him. . 
In the year 1771 he came to this nation on a 
religious viſit, and travelled through molt parts of 
the "north of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and 
ars, after the yearly- meeting, 1772, he viſited the zeneral | 
t ſo BF quarterly-meetings at Colcheſter, Woodbridge, and 
Norwich: ſoon after he proceeded through 
Lincolnſhire 


be exerciſe of his mind to (for his mother dying when ? 
ve he was young, who he had been informed was a re- 
cen ligious woman, and his father when he was about 
zly twelve, he was left quite alone:) but after ſome » ' 
ib- time going to live with his ſiſter, and thoſe tender 
= impreſſions continuing, the Lord in mercy ſhewed 
be him, They were from the immediate operation of 
ord © his own ſpirit, and that his growth in truth, and 
experience of its pure virtue, lay in his being faithful 
nt, to the dictates thereof;* by which he was fitted for + 
fill ſervice, even in very early years, his mouth being 
ain WW opened in teſtimony before he was fifteen years of 
int, age; and through the heavenly influence of the 
5 ſpirit, he became an able miniſter, rightly dividing 
ord the word of truth, to the great comfort and edifica- 
tion of the church where his lot was caſt, 
ton He was concerned to travel in truth's ſervice before 
xth his 20th year, and viſited the provinces of Virginia 
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Lincolnſhire for Hull, whence with -his companion 
Thomas 'I hornbrugh, our friend Samuel Emlin, jun, 
of Philadelphia, and Morris Birkbeck, he embarked 
for Holland; and after viſiting the few friends there, 
he embarked in a veſſel bound to Scarborough, but 
by contrary winds landed at Shields the latter end of 
the eighth month, with a dedication of heart for 
further ſervice, if required; but was ſoon after he 
landed taken ill of the ſmall-pox. In the courſe of 
which illneſs, his mind was preſerved perfectly calm, 
and his patience and fortitude were truly great, as 
was alſo his reſignation to divine diſpoſal, ſignifying 
to his companion, © That his coming there was pro- 
© vidential, but that his ſickneſs was nigh unto death, 
if not quite; for,“ ſays he, © when I wait, I ſeem 
© jincloſed, I ſee no farther.” 

To a friend, who remarked, that whatever afflic- 
tion we may be tried with, we may yet ſee cauſe of 
thankfulneſs, he replied, * Great cauſe indeed, I never 
« ſaw it clearer; O the wiſdom, the wiſdom and 
goodneſs, the mercy and kindneſs has appeared to 
© me wonderful! and the further and deeper we go, 
© the more we wonder; I have admired, ſince I was 

E-caſt on this bed, that all. the world does not feel: 
0 
« 


ZI oo 27: 300 IT IS 
zoo 0 ee £2 STR OEED 


after the enjoyment of truth, it ſo far tranſcends all 

other things.” 

- At another time, to ſome friends who came to ſee 
him, he ſaid, © The Lord knows how I have loved 

-< you from our firſt acquaintance, and longed fot 
c your growth and eſtabliſhment in the bleſſed truth, 

and I now feel the ſame renewed afreſh ;* adding, 
© He much deſired they might fill up their places 
© Providence intended, and lay up treaſure in heaven; 
© for, ſays he, What would a thouſand worlds 
© avail me now?“ He alſo expreſſed his ſatisfaction, 
c he had not ſpent his time idly ſince he came to 
England, nor neglected one meeting he cond 
RE c wei: 
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well attend, and that under ſo great a load of bodily 
© affliction, what a treaſure a quiet mind was.” 

At another time, he ſaid with great compoſure, 
The Lord knows beſt ; I am in his hand, let him 
© do what he will;“ and leaning on Morris Birkbeck, 
he ſaid, © Dear Morris, I have a requeſt to make, 
© which is, in caſe I am ſuddenly taken away, do thou 
© write to my dear wife, and let her know all is well: 
© write alſo to my children, to improve the hints J 
© frequently gave for their conduct while with them 
© and ſince.“ 

At another time, a day or two before his death, he 
ſaid to him, © TI his is a trying time, but my mind is 
© above it all;* and it was obſervable, that a ſweet. 
melody was in his heart when few words were 
e F 

A little before his death, he ſaid triumphantly, 
© Friends, truth reigns over all;* and ſoon after 
quietly departed this life, the qth of the ninth month, 
1772, and was interred in friends burial-ground at 
Newecaſtle-upon- Tyne, the 11th of the fame, aged 
39 years, and a miniſter 24 years. 
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LIZ ABETH SMITH, of Burlington, in 
Weſt Jerſey in America, was one whoſe de- 
portment from a child was compoſed and ſteady . 
frequently while others ſought recreation and amuſe - 
ments abroad ſhe choſe to be at home, employing 
herſelf in the buſineſs of the family, or improving 
her mind by ſome uſeful application. As ſhe grew 
up, the reproofs of inſtruction became the way of 
life to her, and ſhe was governed by a meek and 
quiet ſpirit ; her converſation and conduct ſeemed to 
be almoſt one continued example of child-like fim- 
plicity and innocence, Her mother dying while ſhe 
Vo, III. 2 was 
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was young, the care of her father's family devolved 
upon her for a conſiderable time before his death; 
her duty to him, and behaviour in general, gained 
the love of a careful religious parent, and a bleſſing 
attended her, as her future life manifeſted ; her words 
were few, but ſavoury and inſtructive; ſhe had a 
feeling heart, and the diſtreſſed were often relieved 
by her charity; happy in herſelf, the endeavoured to 
make all about her ſo. She had a great regard for 
the holy Scriptures ; on taking up a bible, ſhe re- 
marked to a particular friend, what a treaſure it con- 
tained ; and fought to inculcate the reading thereof, 
and to diſcourage the faſhionable books of the times. 

It was her concern frequently to retire to wait on 
the Lord to know her ſtrength renewed in him, and 
the effects were viſible by a chcerful ſerenity on her 
countenance. | 

In her early youth ſhe was called to the work of 
the miniſtry, in which ſhe delivered herſelf in a clear 
conſiſtent manner; and it flowing from the right 
ſpring, was often attended with good effect. She 
was concerned to travel in the exerciſe of her gift as 
far to the northward as New England, and alſo to 
ſome of the ſouthern provinces, and frequently to the 
meetings about home. But in her latter time was 
greatly afflicted with a droplical diforder, which ſub- 
jected her to be tapped, by which ſhe was fo far 
relieved, that for ſeveral years ſhe had a be.ter ſtate 
of health; in which interval, ſhe frequently attended 
meetings for worſhip and diſcipline; and the laſt 
ſummer before her death, though much enfeebled in 
body, had often very acceptable ſervice in the 
miniſtry, alive and ſtrong in the beſt ſenſe, her com- 
pany was greatly ſatisfactory to friends about her, 

Her diſorder returning, the waited for her change 
with a lively hope; and a ſerenity of mind attended 


her, being inwardly ſupported heyond mere human 
_ attainment, | 


She 
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She uttered many expreſſions during the conflicts 
of her illneſs, much to the comfort and ſatisfaction of 
thoſe preſent, In ſolemn ſupplication to the Almighty 
on her own account, to be near and ſupport her, the 
expreſſed herſelf in great reverence to the following 
effect: Thou who art the God of my life, who 
haſt kept and fed me all my life long, be now near 
and ſupport by thy preſence, and if it is thy will to 


put an end to my being here, I ſubmit: be gra- 


- 


thy dear Son, the Lamb immaculate, for ever and 
ever. 

She often ſaid, She had nothing to do but to bear 
© her pains with patience.“ Once in great extremity 
of pain, ſhe remarked, that ſhe had reaſoned, Why 
© am I ſo afflicted ?? and had received this anſwer in 
her mind; My beloved Son, who never offended 
* me, drank of the cup before thee : thus,” ſaid ſhe, 
© Tam helped along with one kind hint after another.” 
And ſhe frequently expreſſed the peace and conſola- 
tion ſhe felt in thofe trying moments, in having lived 
in the fear of her Creator. 

A night or two before her departure, ſhe ſaid, 
© She thought it eaſter for her to leave the world, 
© than for thoſe who had children to leave.“ A near 
and intimate friend replied, * There were many who 


GK & 


| © loved her:“ ſhe ſaid, © She did not know but it was 
© fo, and that love would be conſummated hereafter.?. 


Towards the concluſion, ſhe ſaid with great tender- 
neſs of ſpirit, © That ſhe thought ſhe was going z” 
and added, © I would not have you be troubled, it is 
© to joy unſpeakable and full of glory.” 


She died the 2d of the tenth month, 1772, aged 
about 48 years, 
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cioully pleaſed to give me reſt in thy manſion, with 
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Among other of her writings ſhe left the following 


Epiſtle, which is thought mect to be here inſerted, 
VIZ. | 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meeting of Women 


nn [, . a Aa Aa 


Friends, held at Burlington and Chefterheld, in 
* Weſt New Jerſey, in America, 


© Dearly beloved Friends, 


IN a freſh remembrance of the many ſeaſons of 
divine favour, we have been made partakers of 
together,.in theſe meetings appointed for tranſacting 
the affairs of the church, does my ſpirit affection- 
ately ſalute the living: and not expecting to have 
the like opportunity again, it reſted with me to 
viſit you after this manner, with fervent deſires for 
the proſperity of truth and righteouſneſs in 3 
and in a particular manner, I have a deſire that 
our ſex may not fall ſhort in living up to the faith- 
ful performance of their reſpective duties, and diſ- 
charging that truſt which the Lord has committed 
to them honeſtly, as in his fight. And for this 
great good end, I tenderly beſeech you all, both 
elder and younger, that have known and may know 
the Maſter's will, concerning you, that you may 
be obedient. Let not reaſoning with fleſh and 
blood, or pleading excuſes becauſe of unfitneſs, as 
you may think, prevail; and bear with me, if ] 
obſerve where that is the caſe, dwarhſhnefs and 
weakneſs will be the conſequence, and the belt life 
is in danger of being quite loſt, as it may with 
ſorrow be remarked of ſome who profeſs with us, 
that a name to live and be accounted as wile virgins 
has ſeemed to ſuffice, whoſe caſe I have often la- 
mented ; and it is the ardent prayer of my foul for 


« ſuch, while I am writing this, that they may awake 
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to righteouſneſs, and diligently attend to the teachings 
of the Spirit of the Lord, who will not fail to fit and 
qualify for every good word and work: and ſatisſied 
I am, as that becomes the principal concern of 
individuals, the cauſe of complaining of miſconduct 
would be much removed, and our Zion would 
more conſpicuouſly ſhine, and there would be none 
found within her walls barren or unfruitful in the 
ſaving knowledge of God; but that the ancient 
promiſe made to Iſrael will remain to be the portion 
of his people for ever, "That he would be as the 


« dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended 
upon the mountains of Zion, for there the Lord 
« commanded the bleſſing, even life for evermore.” 
Pſalm cxxxili. 3. 
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© And, my dear young friends, with love unfeigned 
do I affectionately ſalute you, whoſe company in 
theſe meetings I have been glad of; and 1 would 
encourage all who have a right to memberſhip, to 
the ſteady attendance of them at the ſet time, as 
often as you can, while health permits: we are by 
nature very ſhort ſighted, and know not when the 
times of refreſhment may come from the preſence 
of the Lord; and therefore it is good for us to 
endeavour patiently to wait and quietly to hope for 
his ſalvation, which I fully believe he 1s about to 
reveal in your hearts ; and if you are faithful to the 
diſcoveries of divine grace, your underſtandings 
will be more and more opened in the myſteries of 
God's kingdom, even that which was hid from 
ages and generations, and as the apoſtle teſtifies, 
is now revealed by the Spirit of the dear Son of 
God, our holy Advocate with the Father. 
© I have hinted above, and hope ſhall die in the 
faith of it, that the Lord will form a people to 
himſelf, that ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe, and will 
yet beautify the houſe of his glory; under this 
proſpect my ſpirit is at times deeply bowed in inter- 
© cethon 
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© ceſſion for the deſcendants of faithful friends, that 
© they may not render themſelves unworthy of fo 
great a mercy, and other eſpecial] favours that they 
are bleſſed with beyond many; but that they ma 
not only be the called, but choſen of the Lord. 
Nov, in a degree of my heavenly Father's love, 
do I affectionately bid you farewell, deſiring that 
© grace, mercy, and peace, may be multiplied in and 
© amongſt you, and conclude your true friend, 


© ELIZABETH. SMITH. 


Burlington, the 3oth of the 
third month, 1772. 
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RISCILLA GU RN EL, wife of Edmund 

Gurney, of Norwich, was ſeized the — of the 
1ixth month, 1772, with a bleeding from the lungs, 
which to her appeared likely to end her days ſpeedily, 
She laid quiet, and faid calmly, © She had not any 
thing criminal in outward things on her mind, and 
© ſhe hoped in the mercy of God.” 

For many weeks there ſeemed ſome flattering 
ſymptoms ; the faid not much about them, but ap- 
peared to be under a ſecret exerciſe of mind. As her 
huſband was fitting by her one forenoon, ſhe, in a 
very ſolid humble frame of ſpirit, ſpake to this effect: 
© My dear, God is good indeed, a father of tender 
© mercies, I feel his mercy renewed to me. I ſhal! 
« die of this illneſs ; but I ſhall be happy, and I am 
© quite willing to go. When I was viſited with the 
© truth, I had as it were an offer made me of a rich 
© ſeat in the kingdom of heaven; but, O the world 


© has been too much for me! and many have been 


© my bitter baptiſms for diſobedience ; and yet, O 
| © thow 
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thou merciful Father] thou haſt forgiven me, and 
I ſhall have a manſion with thee to eternity.” 
Many, very many, were the comfortable expreſ- 
ſions that ſhe uttered upon various occaſions, One 
evening, on her huſband taking leave of her, ſhe ſaid 
ſweetly, © I have an afflicted body, but an eaſy mind ;? 
and ſhe frequently expreſſed her perfect reſignation to 
her heavenly Father's will, who might juſtly be ſaid 
to be long: ſuffering, and forbearing to her, though 
very unworthy; but ſhe had loved and ſerved him in 
ſome degree, and further faid, © If it was his will to 
© ſpare her life, and to require it of her, ſhe would 


acknowledge him in the congregations of his peo - 


ple, or in any other way he pleaſed.” 


When her three brothers came from London to ſee 
her, obſerving one of them to be much tendered and 
affected, ſhe deſired, © They would not grieve for 
© her, but for themſelves, that they might experience 
© the ſame comfort when the ſame awful viſitation 
might be theirs, as it certainly in a little time would 
be; ' or to the ſame import. 

The ſecond viſit her father paid her in this ill- 
neſs, ſhe exprefled herſelf thus: Dear father, I 
© have always loved thee; no child could love a pa- 
© rent more than I have loved thee;* and after ſome 
© pauſe, © dear Father, I have been enabled to pray 
© fervently to the Almighty for an eaſy paſſage, and 
that I might have a fmall manſion in the kingdom; 
© and, O Father! there never can be a ſtronger 
proof of the holy Spirit, for the anſwer was as if 
© it was an outward voice, T hou ſhalt enter into a 
full fruition of joy.” | 

The divine mercy of God was indeed richly ex- 
tended to her throughout her whole illnefs, and was 
her ſtay and ſupport, by which, although her ſuffer- 
ings were great, her patience and meekneſs were 
wonderful. Such a calmneſs and compoſure cover- 
ed her mind, that ſhe diſpoſed all her affairs, and 

directed 
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directed things to be done after her deceaſe, without 
any viſible diſcompoſure to herſelf. She lay many 
weeks wiſhing for her diſſolution, and when ſhe 
thought her huſband too anxious for her, ſhe would 
ſay, I deſire thee not to grieve for me. It would 
© be cruel to deſire my continuance in this aMiction, 
© as all will be well with me.” | 

The laſt day of her life, as he was ſitting by her 
as uſual, ſhe deſired every body to leave the room 
but him and the young woman that attended her ; 
and after a pauſe of quietneſs, ſhe uttered ſuch ex- 
preſſions as theſe: © My dear, it has for ſome time 
© been a cloſe trying ſeaſon to me. Many deep con- 
«© flicts have paſled through, and that heavenly peace 
© 1 felt in weeks paſt has much left me; but yet I 
© have a little hope I ſhall have a manſion in the 
© kingdom.* In reply to this ſtate of deep probation, 
her huſband ſpoke a little to her as matter came be- 
fore him, and ſhe was very calm and humble, and 
after a conſiderable time in filence ſhe called him 
again to her, and ſaid, © How gracious and merciful 
is God! I think I now ſee the ſeat J was firſt 
© offered in my heavenly Father's houſe, and I feel 
© an aſſurance I ſhall have it. This aMiction has 
© been a great refinement to my poor mind. My 
© heavenly Father's arms are open to receive me, 
© and I die rejoicing.” 

After this unutterable favour ſhe laid very quiet, 
and in divine ſweetneſs fell into a doſe. When ſhe 
awoke, ſhe expreſſed her fears leſt ſhe ſhould have a 
hard paſſage, wiſhing it might be otherwiſe, and 
ſeemed revived. The family were ordered to go to 
bed (it being about nine in the evening) except a 
friend, and Elizabeth Parkinſon, the young woman 
who waited on her, who, with her huſband fat quiet- 
ly by her ; and about ten o'clock, without any viſible 
alteration to them, ſhe departed, having had her — 
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fire granted, and no doubt is entered into everlaſt- 
ing felicity. 

She died the 4th of the tenth month, 1772, in 
the 35th year of her age, and was interred in friends 
burying-ground at Norwich the 11th day of the 
ſame month, 
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OHN WOOLMAN, of the province of Weſt- 


Jerſey in America, was born at Northampton 


in that province, of parents profeſſing with friends, 


who had a tender care over him; and being good 
examples themſelves, promoted every appearance of 
good in him. 

About the ſeventh year of his age, he became ac- 
quainted with the operations of divine love in his 
heart, and as he went from ſchool one ſeventh-day, 
whilſt his companions were at play he went for- 
wards out of ſight, and ſetting himſelf down read the 
22d chapter of the Revelations: « He ſhewed me a 
« river of water, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out 
« of the throne of God and the Lamb,“ &e. in 
reading of which, his mind was drawn to ſeek af- 
ter that pure habitation which he then believed God 
had prepared for his ſervants : the place where he 
fat, and the ſweetneſs that. attended his mind, re- 
mained freſh in his memory for many years after- 
wards. This and the like gracious viſitations had 
ſuch an effect upon him, that when he heard boys 
make uſe of ill language ir troubled him, and through 
the continued mercies of God, he e&perienced pre- 
ſervation from it himſelf ; and the pious inſtruction 
of his parents would recur freſh in his mind when 
he happened to be among wicked children, which 
was of uſe to him. His parents, who had a large 
family of children, frequently on the firſt day of oo 
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week after meeting, employed them in reading the 
Scriptures or other good books, one after the other, 
the reſt fitting by for inſtruction. 

In ſome memoirs left behind, he records this as a 
good practice, and worthy of imitation by thoſe who 
are entruſted with the care of children. "Thus in 
his very young years, through the renewings of 
divine love on his tender mind, he was preſerved 
from many ſnares incident to youth, until he had 
attained about the fixteenth year of his age, when as 
appears by his own account, through unwatchfulneſs 
he ſuffered his mind to be carried away by a love of 
improper company, and though preſerved from pro- 
fane language or ſcandalous conduct, there was ſtill 
a plant alive which brought forth wild grapes; and 
though at times he was brought ſeriouſly to conſider 
his ways, which affected his mind with ſorrow, yet 
by an inattention to theſe reproofs of inſtruction, 
vanity was added to vanity, and repentance to re- 
pentance, and his mind became alienated from the 
truth, and haſted towards deſtruction; * Whilſt, 
fays he, in his memoirs, I meditate on the gulf to- 
© wards which I travelled, and reflect on my youth- 
«© ful diſobedience, mine eyes run down with water,” 
Nevertheleſs, afterwards his mind became more 
eſtranged from the enjoyment of real good, and he 
ran greater lengths in vanity, until it pleaſed the 
Lord to vifit him with ſickneſs, which appeared to 
be nigh unto death; in which ſtate, darkneſs, horror, 
and amazement ſeized his mind, and he thought it 
would have been better for him never to have had a 
being in this world, than to fee ſuch a day of con- 
fuſion and affliction of body and mind; herein he 


bewailed himſelf, and cries aſcended to an offended 


God, who in his mercy at length heard him, and 
that word which is as a fire and a hammer, broke 
and diſſolved his rebellious heart into a ſtate of con- 
trition, which was ſuccceded with inward conſola- 

tion 
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tion and deſires, That, if the Lord would be pleaſed 
to reſtore his health, he might walk humbly before 


him.“ And though the firſt part of his deſire was 
granted, he again relapſed into folly and vanity; of one 
inſtance thereof take his own account, viz. © I remem- 
ber once having ſpent a part of the day in wanton- 
© neſs, as I went to bed at night there lay in a window 
© near my bed a bible, which I opened and firſt caſt 
< my eye on the text, We lie down in our ſhame 
« and our confuſion covers us;”” this I knew to be my 
© caſe, and meeting with ſo unexpected a reproof, I 
© was ſomewhat affected by it, and went to bed 
© under remorſe of conſcience, which I ſoon caſt off 
© again.” But at length through the powerful ope- 
ration of divine love, he was enabled to take up the 
croſs, and lived a very retired religious life, until it 


f pleaſed the great Author of our beings, about the 


22d year of his age, to commit to him a diſpenſation 
of the goſpel miniſtry; and through faithfulneſs 
thereto, he witneſſed an increaſe of thoſe talents 
committed to his care, and viſited moſt of the 
American provinces at different times; and about 
the year 1763, during the Indian war, he travelled 
about two hundred miles into the back parts of 


Z Pennſylvania (though attended with great fatigue of 


boly and danger of his life) in order to pay a religi- 
ous viſit to an Indian ſettlement there, which was 


fvourably received by the natives, and doubtleſs was 


attended with peace to his own mind, as he found 
many of them ſuſceptible of divine impreſſions. And 
allo he was for many years deeply exerciſed on be. 
half of the poor enſlaved Africans, and both by word 
and writing, endeavoured to convince mankind of 


that unrighteous traffick and injuſtice of keeping them 


in ſlavery, 
In the year 1772, with the concurrence and unit 

of his brethren, he came over to this nation to viſit 

friends here, and landed in London about the 8th 


of 
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of the ſixth month, and the yearly-meeting being 
then ſitting, he attended that meeting, in the courſe 
of which he had to drop divers weighty and inſtruc- 
tive remarks; but his mind being drawn towards 
the north, he ſoon departed from this city, and by the 
way of Hertford, Buckinghamſhire, een . 
and Banbury quarterly- meetings, he proceeded to 
the quarterly- meeting at York, where after having 
attended moſt of the ſittings thereof, he was taken 
ill of the ſmall-pox, in which diſorder he continued 
about two weeks, at times under great affliction of 
body, and then departed in full aſſurance of a happy 
eternity, as the following expreſſions, amongſt others, 
taken from his own mouth, do plainly evidence. 

One day, being aſked how he felt himſelf, he meek- 
ly anſwered, © I do not know that I have ſlept this 
© night: I feel the diforder making its progreſs, but 
© my mind is mercifully preſerved in ſtillneſs and 
© peace.“ Some time after he ſaid, He was fen- 
© ſible the pains of death muſt be hard to bear, but 
© if he eſcaped them now, he muſt ſome time paſs 
© through them, and did not know he could be better 
© prepared, but had no will in it.* Said, © He had 
© {ettled his outward affairs to his mind; had taken 
© leave of his wife and family, as never to return, 
© leaving them to the divine protection;“ adding, 
© and though I feel them near to me at this time, 
yet I freely give them up, having an hope they 
© will be provided for.“ And a little after he ſaid, 
© Fhis trial is made eaſter than I could have thought, 
© by my will being wholly taken away; for if I was 
anxious as to the event, it would be harder, but I 
© am not, and my mind enjoys a perfect calm.” 

In the night, a young woman having given him 
ſomething to drink, he ſaid, My child, thou ſeemeſt 
© very kind to me, a poor creature, the Lord will 
© reward thee for it.“ A while after he cried out 
with great earneſtneſs of ſpirit, « O my Father! my 

© Father! 


<5 
C00 


a A atm A A 


GG NA A AA A A A A „„ 56A „„ 3A my 


A Rf 


„ 


5 „ . T_T wade 


M ANA N MMM M Aa 4 


— 


„** — 5 r — n 


PIETT PROMOTED. 277 


« Father ! how comfortable art thou to my ſoul in 
« this trying ſeaſon.“ Being aſked if he could take 
a little nouriſhment, after ſome pauſe he replied, « My 
© child, I cannot tell what to ſay to it; I ſeem nearl 
arrived where my ſoul ſhall have reſt from all its 
© troubles.” After giving in ſomething to be put 
into his journal, he ſaid, © I believe the Lord will 
© now excuſe me from exerciſes of this kind, and I 
© ſeeno work but one, which is to be the laſt wrought 
© by me in this world; the meſſenger will come 
© that will releaſe me from all theſe troubles, but it 
© muſt be in the Lord's time, which I am waiting 
© for.” He ſaid, © He had laboured to do whatever 
© was required, according to the ability received, 
© in the remembrance of which he had peace. And 
© though the diſorder was ſtrong at times, and would 
© come over his mind like a whirlwind, yet it had 
© hitherto been kept ſteady, and centered in ever- 
© laſting love? adding, © and if that is mercifully 
© continued, I aſk nor deſire more.” 

At another time he ſaid, © He had long had a 
© view of viſiting this nation; and ſome time before 
© he came, he had a dream, in which he ſaw himſelf 
in the northern parts of it; and that the ſpring of 
© the goſpel was opened in him, much as in the be- 
© ginning of friends, ſuch as George Fox and Wil- 
liam Dewſbury; and he ſaw the different ſtates 
of people as clear as ever he had ſeen flowers in a 
garden; but in his going on he was ſuddenly ſtopt, 
though he could not ſee for what end, but looked 
towards home, and in that fell into a flood of tears, 
which waked him.“ | 
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© ly-meeting at York, and being there, looked like 
© home to me,* 
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Having repeatedly conſented to take a medicine 
with a view to ſettle his ſtomach, but without effect, 
the friend then waiting on him, ſaid, through diſtreſs, 
© What ſhall I do now?” he anſwered with great 
compoſure, © Rejoice evermore, and in every thing 
© give thanks:* but added a little after, © This is 
© ſometimes hard to come at. 

One morning early he brake forth in ſupplication 
on this wiſe: O Lord! it was thy power that en- 
© abled me to forſake fin in my youth, and I have 
© felt thy bruiſes ſince for diſobedience, but as I 


© bowed under them thou healed me; and though 


© I have gone through many trials and fore afflic- 
© tions, thou haſt been with me, continuing a fa- 
ther and a friend: I feel thy power now, and beg 
© that in the approaching trying moments, thou wilt 
© keep my heart ſtedfalt unto thee.” Upon his 
giving the ſame friend directions concerning ſome 
little matters, ſhe ſaid, © I will take care, but hope 
© thou mayſt live to order them thyſelf;* he re- 
plied, My hope is in Chriſt; and though I may 
< now ſeem a little better, a change in the diſorder 


< may ſoon happen, and my little ſtrength be diſ- 


© ſolved ; and if it ſo happen, I ſhall be gathered to 
my everlaſting reſt.“ On her ſaying, © She did 
£ not doubt that, but could not help mourning to 
© ſee ſo many faithful ſervants removed at ſo low a 
© time,” he ſaid, All goodneſs cometh from the 
© Lord, whoſe power is the ſame, and he can work 
© as he ſees beſt.* The ſame day, after giving her 


directions about wrapping his corpſe, and perceiving 


her to weep, he ſaid, © I had rather thou wouldſt guard 
© againſt weeping or ſorrowing for me, my ſiſter; 
£ I ſorrow not, though I have had ſome painful con- 
£ flicts; but now they ſeem over, and matters all 
c ſettled; and I look at the face of my dear Re- 
© deemer, for ſweet is his voice, and his counte- 


© nancs comely,” ; 
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Being very weak, and in general difficult to be 
underſtood, he uttered a few words in commemora=- 
tion of the Lord's goodneſs to him; and added, 
© How tenderly have I been waited upon in this 
© time of aMiction, in which I may ſay in Job's 
words, tedious days and weariſome nights are ap- 
pointed unto me; and how many are ſpending 
their time and money in vanity and ſuperfluities, 
while thouſands and tens of thouſands want the 


and their diſtreſſes at ſuch a time as this, in ſome 
degree ſoftened by the adminiſtering of ſuitable 
things.“ 
An apothecary who attended him of his own ac- 
cord (he being unwilling to have any ſent for) ap- 
peared very anxious to aſſiſt him, with whom con- 
verſing, he queried about the probability of ſuch 
a load of matter being thrown off his weak body, 
and the apothecary making ſome remarks, implying 
he thought it might, he ſpoke with an audible 
voice on this wiſe : »My dependance is in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who I truſt will forgive my 
© ſins, which is all I hope for; and if it be his will 
to raiſe up this body again, I am content, and if 
to die, I am reſigned: and if thou canſt not be eaſy 
without trying to aſſiſt nature, in order to lengthen 
* out my life, I ſubmit.“ After this, his throat was 


ſo much affected, that it was very difficult for him 


to ſpeak ſo as to be underſtood, and he frequently 
wrote when he wanted any thing. About the ſe- 
cond hour on fourth-day morning, being the 7th of 
the tenth month, 1772, he aſked for pen and ink, 
and at ſeveral times, with much difficulty, wrote 
thus: © I believe my being here is in the wiſdom 
* of Chriſt : I know not as to life or death. About 
a quarter before fix the ſame morning, he ſeemed to 


tall into an eaſy ſleep, which continued about half 


ani hour, when ſeeming to awake, he breathed a 
A a 2 few 


neceſſaries of life, who might be relieved by them, 
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few times with more difficulty, and ſo expired with- 
out ſigh, groan, or ſtruggle. 

He often ſaid, © It was hid from him, whether he 
© might recover or not, and he was not deſirous to 
© know it; but from his own feeling of the diſorder, 
© and his fecble conſtitution, thought he ſhould 
©. not.” 7 | 

He left a journal of his life and travels, which 
has been ſeveral times printed ſince his deceaſe, with 


{ome other of his writings. 


ILLIAM YOUNG, ſon of William 

and Hannah Young, of Leominſter in the 
county of Hereford, was in his childhood of a ſweet 
and ſprightly natural temper, and although of a ten- 
der frame, ſeemed healthy, until he contracted a 
cold, which at length brought on a conſumption. 

In the courſe of his affliction, his. deportment was 
grave, and as he grew worſe he became more thought- 
ful, and made many ſenſible remarks of the uncer- 
tainty of viſible things; and expreſſed a grateful ſenſe 
of the kindneſs of Providence many ways, and par- 
ticularly in the viſits and good advice he received 
from friends; for although he had been preſerved in 
a mere innocent conduct than moſt young men of 
his age; he knew that would not entitle him to the 
felicity of the redeemed, and was therefore earneſtly 
deſirous of attaining ſuch a ſtate of inward purity 
and renovation of heart as would procure divine fa- 
vour; and on this account had many painful con- 
flicts: and when his recovery was thought doubtful, 
often lamented his having loſt that tenderneſs and 
fervency of ſpirit towards God which he had former- 
ly experienced, 

For 
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For many weeks before his death he was appre- 
henfive of his end being near, and ſaid, © If I die now 
© in my youth, it may be all for the beſt, and may 
© put other young people upon the conſideration of 
© their latter end;' and on his father's ſaying, © It 
© would be well for us to be reſigned to the divine 
* will,” but intimating a reluctancy to part, he re- 
plied with much earneſtneſs, © Aye, do be reſigned, 
© let us all be refigned;* and frequently expreſſed a 
deſire to be reſigned either to life or death; but ſaid, 
© If it pleaſed the Lord to fit him for his change, 
© and take him from the ſlippery paths of life at ſo 
© early a period, he ſhould think it a favour ; for he 
© had no deſire to live except it was to the glory of 
© his Creator, | 

He ſeveral times ſhewed great concern at hearing 
of the diforderly walking of ſome amongſt us, and a 
deep ſenſe of the wonderful goodneſs and condeſcen- 
ſion of Chriſt in ſuffering for mankind. 

Some weeks before his death, obſerving his ſiſter 
weep, he ſaid, * We muſt part, I muſt leave you; 
© but I hope and believe we ſhall meet again.” 


The ſecond of the firſt month he was very ill, and 


ſeeing his father affected, he ſaid, O father what a 
* mercy it will be if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to 
take me to himſelf! Do not grieve, for if I ſhould 
© be ſpared and turn out naught, it would be a 
greater affliction.“ | 

The next morning, after having had a very bad 
night, he was weak and low, but appeared quite 
calm in mind; and on his ſiſter's ſaying after ſome 
other converſation, ſhe hoped he was reſigned; he 
replied with much ſweetneſs, © Yes ſiſter, I hope I 
© am quite reſigned to the Almighty's will; but 
* ſurely if it is his will, it will de a mercy to be 
taken from this troubleſome world to himſelf, and 
* I have a hope he will take me to himſelf; he hath 
© been pleaſed wonderfully to calm my mind. She 
A a 3 obſerved, 
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obſerved, there was great room to hope, and that the 
ſufterings of his friends would be greateſt ; he re- 
plied very earneſtly, © O my ſufferings will be no- 
© thing in proportion to my offences ! but I have a 
© hope my offences will be forgiven. O how merci- 
* ful is the Lord; how great is his goodneſs! how 

pure is his love! Mercy, goodneſs, purity, be- 
long to him.“ After ſeeing his filter much atfect- 
ed at what he ſaid, he continued, © We cannot tell 
< ſiſter, ſome worſe than me have been reſtored, 
© he is able to raiſe me up, and if he ſhould, and 
© make me ſome ſort of a member (meaning of his 
< church militant) I hope I ſhall be careful to keep 
© near to him; but I deſire not to live, no not a mo- 
ment, as one of this world.“ 

That night he was ſo weak, thoſe about him were 
apprehenſive he could not continue long; the next 
day he ſeemed pretty free from pain, but drowſy, 
and his expreſſions rambling, but quite innocent; 
indeed his countenance and converſation were ſweet 
and lamb-like. The next morning he deſired to be 
put to bed, being in great pain, but could not reſt 
there; and being replaced in the eaſy chair and ſame 

tare he had Jain for many nights, ſeemed much 
eaſter, and told his ſiſter, He was going ;* ſhe ſaid, 
< She hoped to a better inheritance ;* he replied, 
© Aye, for I believe in one that can fave me; and 
repeatedly ſaid, © The fear of death was taken away,” 
And a day or two before his death, he faid, I am 
going to leave an affectionate father to meet the 
great Almighty Father.” 

Another time, his ſiſter ſaying, © It was a favour 
© he was prelerved ſo patient ;* he ſaid, © I hope 1 
© ſhall be kept fo, I am under the Lord's care en- 
6 tirely ; ; nothing elſe will do, I ſee nothing elſe will 
do.“ The ſame day he uttered many ſweet and 
lively expreſhons, but his voice was too low to be 
underſtood, ſo as to connect the ſentences; and =u 
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day before his deceaſe, it was ſo weak and broken, 
that he could ſcarcely articulate a ſentence; but 
was meek and patient as a lamb, and once ſaid ſome- 
thing about rejoicing in the houſe of God, and when 
he could no otherwife expreſs himſelf, would reach 
up to kiſs his father and ſiſter, his heart being full 
of love. When aſked, if he would have any thing to 
his ſiſter in Cornwall; he ſaid, Nothing but m 

love, or dear love;* adding, In that love I feel 
© for all.“ He frequently deſired them about him 
not to grieve, and would ſometimes ſay, Why, if 


18 10 you think I am going well, ſhould you grieve;' 
»Þ ME and obſerved, © That if he had brought on his illneſs 
J- © © by any bad courſe of life, it would be hard to 
© bear; but, ' added, I believe you have no reaſon 
re © to think I have.“ He took a moſt affectionate 
xt leave of his ſiſter, bidding her, © Love and adore the 
„ Lord, ' and faid ſomething about his father, which 
4 £ could not be underſtood. His father then telling 
et © him, © He hoped there was a place prepared for him 
be ! © amongſt the bleſſed, and that he loved to be with 
| © *© the good;' he replied as well as he was able, © Aye, 
ne *<« dearly, dearly.” And in about two hours after, de- 
ch parted fo quietly that thoſe preſent apprehended him 
id, - fallen aſleep, on the 7th day of the firſt month, 
1773, in the nineteenth year of his age. 


3 
— 
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ANNAH DUDLEY, late wife of Robert 
Dudley, of Clonmell in Ireland, was born at 
Woodbridge in Suffolk, and religiouſly educated, 
n- which was bleſſed to her; and through the prevail- 
ing power of divine love, ſhe was brought to know 

a ſtate of ſubmiſhon to divers near trials which fell 


world and its deluſive profits and friendſhips, ſhe be- 
came 


to her lot; and having her heart weaned from the 
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came more and more refined, being an example of 
humility, plainneſs, and ſelf-denial. 

About the year 1772 ſome ſymptoms of a con- 
ſumption appeared, but for ſome time ſhe attended 
meetings, both for worthip and diſcipline, in ſome of 
which ſhe was enabled to bear a living teſtimony to 
the truth. 

In the courſe of her illneſs many friends viſited 
her, to whom ſhe was enabled to drop ſome tender 
expreſſions, and it ſeemed to be her greateſt joy to 
ſee and hear of the proſperity of truth; and at divers 
opportunities the had ſuitable counſel and inſtruction 
to give to thoſe about her, 

About a weck before her departure, our friend 
Robert Willis, of Weſt- Jerſey in America, being 
in the courſe of his religious viſit, at her houſe, had a 
comfortable and tendering opportunity with her, her 
huſband, and ſiſter. 

About two days before her deceaſe, ſhe dropt 
much excellent counſel and advice to her huſband 
and hiter, expreſſing © Her deſire to be releaſed ;* but 
added, That ſhe hoped to be preſerved patient to 
© the dp and afterwards on ſome mitigation of 
her pain, ſignified, © Her entire reſignation to the 
divine will ;* and ſpeaking to her huſband's eldeſt 
ſon, in a very weighty manner adviſed him, © To 
© remember her admonitions;* ſaying alto, © Shun 


© bad company, obey thy parent, and not offend 


© him ; ſeek the Lord and he will be found of thee, 
© but if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off for 
Lever. 

To their apprentice, ſhe ſaid, Jemmy, © love plain- 
© neſs and continue in it, for truth leads Ro plain- 
© neſs; thou haſt been favoured with an education 
© beyond many, therefore prize it; and haſt known 
c truth, therefore beware of trampling on the teſti- 
© mony, but be circumſpect in all thy ways and con- 
© duct ; thou art juſt entering on the ſlippery part of 

6 life, 
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© lite, the ſlippery paths of youth, and art no ſtranger 
to the temptations and allurements of the adver- 
* ſary: I have often thought it a great mercy, that 
thou haſt been preſerved from (I believe) almoſt 
© any vice.“ Juſt after, ſhe very affectionately took 
her leave of her brother and fiiter-in-law, ſaying, 
Our acquaintance has been ſhort, . but we have 
© loved one another ;* and then prayed very fervent- 
ly that a bleſſing might reſt upon their family. 
Being preſſed to try and take a little ſleep, ſhe re- 
plied, © O that I could fleep in the arms of my be- 
loved!“ and with great fervency prayed, © O Lord 
© God have mercy upon me!] and let thy compaſſion- 


© ate ear be opened. Lord God Almighty ! ſend 


the guardian angel of thy prefence to conduct my 
© ſpirit,” After which ſhe lay in great peace and 
ſerenity of mind, growing weaker and weaker, yet 
ſenſible to the laſt, and with her hand cloſed in her 
huſband's, departed without ſigh or groan, as one 
falling into a ſweet ſleep, the 25th of the firſt month, 
17733 aged about 47 years, a miniſter about nine 
years. After a large and ſolemn meeting her body 
was decently interred, the 29th, in friends burial- 
ground in Clonmel! aforeſaid. 
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